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CHARLEY 
PRIDE 
BACK 


@ International country music 
superstar. Charley Pride. returns to 
the UK and Ireland this coming March. 
This extensive tour for Derek Block 
Promotions. marks his first UK visit 
since the spring of 1984, and takes in 
18 major theatre venues. including an 
appearance in London. at the 
Wembley Conference Centre. 


@ The full tour opens on Thursday. 5 
March, at the Harrogate Centre, 
followed by appearances in Cardiff, St 
Austell, Bristol, Newcastle. Aberdeen, 
Southport, Ipswich, Norwich, Lincoln, 
Stockport. Croydon. Southampton. 


GEORGE 


Wembley. Oxford, Carlisle. Dublin. 
Belfast and Crawley. 


@ Charley Pride's first hit single. 
“Snakes Crawl At Night’, was in 1965. 
Since then, he’s established himself as 
a country music megastar, via a steady 
stream of chart-topping hits and best- 
selling albums. His impressive awards 
are endless and include Billboard, 
Cash Box. Country Music Association, 
and Grammy Awards. 


@ Charley has joined a growing 
number of country music stars, whose 
music is being heard beyond the 
traditional country audiences, and is 
now a familiar face on the American TV 
talk show circuit. 


@ Internationally, he is still one of the 
‘hottest tickets’ as a stage performer, 
playing to sell-out houses in America, 
Canada. Australia, New Zealand and 
Japan, as well as Great Britain. 


HAMILTON IV 


TAKE 
THE LONG 
WAY HOME 


@ Former ‘Dukes of Hazzard’ star (Bo 
Duke), now country singer, John 
Schneider, has released his ninth 


album. ‘Take The Long Way Home’, 
follows a series of Number 1 hit 
singles and albums, on MCA Records. 


Back Home In 
This Month:- ‘Music City, USA’! 
FRONT COVER 


@ ’Photo by Jim Silverthorn 


Peterborough 
Country Music Festival 


| @ Schneider is among the the 


@ Well, it looks like George IV took : : artistes, who will be taking part in this 
the talk about ‘Tennessee Oo % ; : @ = year’s Wembley (Silk Cut) Festival. 
Homecoming ‘86’ quite seriously! He 
and his wife, ‘Tinky’, recently moved 
into a restored 100-year-old 
farmhouse, in Thompson Station, 
south of Nashville, and they say it 
really is a sort of ‘Homecoming’ for 
them - they lived in the Nashville area 
from 1960-1972. (The Hamiltons have 
lived in North Carolina for the past 14 
years, and George IV has been 
commuting to Nashville, where heisa 
member of the Grand Ole Opry.) 


@ Meanwhile, country music's 
‘International Ambassador’ has been 
keeping up a busy overseas schedule, 
with appearances at country music 
festivals in Morecambe, England 
(August); Ayr, Scotland (September): 
and Prague, Czechoslovakia, for the 
first ever, International Czech Country 
Festival (October). 


“Advertisements are 
published on the 
understanding that 
they are truthful, legal, 
decent and honest and 
in the interests of our 
readership. 


A great deal of care is 
expended by this 
newspaper to ensure 
that this is the case.” 


@ George IV, who was the first 
American country singer to perform in 
Eastern Europe (March ‘74) and also 
the first to record a studio album there 


(Prague’s Supraphon Studios, August 
82), has been announced as one of the Break From Shoot. MCA artist Reba McEntire, actor David Keith, left, and 


artistes for this Easter's Wembley (Silk ; 3 director Jon Small take a break during the shooting of McEntire's second 
Cut) Festival. ssi ; video, “What Am | Gonna Do About You.” 


Publishers warning: ‘Country Music Round Up can seriously involve you with all that goes on in country music . 
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Rose Heading For 
Nashville. 


@ Sixteen all time classic hits are 
featured on the new Rose Marie 
album, ‘Teardrops & Romance’. 


@ What a fantastic year 1986 was for 
her, having sold in excess of 100,000 
Copies of her previous two albums, 
‘Rose Marie Sings Just For You’, and 
“So Lucky’. 


@ Rose is now, not only known for her 
zany, bubbly personality, frequently 
seen on television shows like 
‘Punchlines’, ‘The Zodiac Game’, and 
‘Pop Quiz’, but is set to become one of 
Britain's leading female singers. 


@ Rose was voted, by the readers of 
CMRU, the UK’s most popular female 
country artiste for 1986, and with this 
prestigious and coveted accolade, she 
will be flying off to America to 
represent England in the the Fanfair 
Music Festival, in Nashville this June. 


ARTISTES.ON THE MOVE 


@ The Bellamy Brothers are handled by the William Morris 
Agency, not as we stated, recently, by Top Billing Inc. 


NEWS BRIEFS 


@ Chris LeDoux guested on ‘New Country’ (Dec 15) 
performing ‘Wild & Wooly’, ‘| Believe In America’, and 
more. Irby Mandrell, Tom & Ted LeGarde have put together 
plans for the Down Home/Down Under Country Music 
Celebration, a concert featuring Australian and American 
acts, at the Opera House, in Sydney, Australia, this April. 
The event will feature the LeGardes, also known as the 
singing group, Australia, along with Louise Mandrell, Irlene 
Mandrell and R C Bannon. A multi-city media tour, which 
includes Melbourne, Brisbane and Sydney is also 
scheduled. 


MORE NEWS BRIEFS 


@ Boxcar Willie is taking some time off from the Nashville 
scene and the road, this spring, to devote full attention to his 
recently-purchased theatre in Branson, Mo. Nestled in the 
heart of the Ozark Mountains, in southern Missouri, Branson 
is one of the great tourist attractions in America, and Boxcar 
will spend all his time there, between May and October, this 
year. ‘Gary Morris’ recently ran, and won his first race, at 
Churchill Downs. The colt’s owner, Charlie Hunter, said he 
chose the name because he admires the Warner Brothers’ 
artiste, ‘as a man, and as an entertainer’. Meanwhile, the 


other Gary Morris has been in Oklahoma City, for two : 
performances with their Symphony Orchestra... Joe 


Barnhill, so impressed both management and clientele at 
the Nashville Palace during his debut, in November, he has 
been engaged for an every-other-week stand, on a long- 
term basis. Razzy Bailey has taken a short holiday break, in 
anticipation of a heavy 1987 fair schedule, but will perform 
at both the New York State Fair, and Pennsylvania State Fair 
Showcases, this month. 


ON THE MEND 


@ Mark Miller, of the Sawyer Brown troupe, suffered a 
broken leg while playing football with his road crew, a while 
back. He's already booked himself a ski-ing holiday in 


Aspen, Co, this winter. Now is that optimism? Carl Belew is 


recovering from heart surgery, in Salina, Ok. Harry Peebles, 
ICMBA Chairman, has recently been sidelined with 
pneumonia. Tammy Wynette cancelled her concerts for the 
last part of '86 and checked into the Betty Ford Centre, near 
Palm Springs, Ca, for a six-week programme, to combat a 
drugs problem. Tammy blames a dependency on 
prescription painkillers, for recurring health problems, 
since 1983. 


@ MCA Records’ Nashville office has finally released an 
‘explanation’ regarding George Strait’s absence from the 
Press conference(s) following the televised 20th 
anniversary of the Country Music Association Awards, in 
October. 

‘Strait regrets any misunderstanding within the press corp, 
there to cover the awards show, and post-show press 
conference,’ it is stated, ‘but the circumstances and 
unabated emotion of the evening made it impossible for him 
to consider doing any interviews that night. Hopefully, this 
statement will put to rest the questions that arose, regarding 
his absence from the press conference and in the media 
area,’ it concludes. 


@ Randy Travis, was scheduled to make his debut on the 
televised portion of the Grand Ole Opry (Dec 20) and also to 
tape a guest appearance on ‘Austin City Limits’, for airing on 
US local PBS channels, this year. And didja know - after a 
soldout performance in Marion, ll, a while ago, Randy was 
awarded a plaque, by Mayor Robert L Butler for having drawn 
the most people ever, to the Marion Civic Centre, for a single 
event. That includes out-drawing such notables as Bob Hope 
and President Ronald Reagan!. 


@ ‘Barbara Mandrell’s Christmas - A Family Reunion’ CBS 
(December 23) marked the first time since 1982, that all three 
Mandrell sisters performed together on TV. Prior to the 
holiday special, Barbara appeared on NBC's ‘Today Show’, 
ABC's ‘Good Morning America’, and ‘The Tonight Show’ with 
Johnny Carson. On 13 December, she gained The Harmony 
Award, from the Nashville Symphony Gala for her support of 
the symphony and the image she projects for the Nashville 
community. 
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I Son News 


THE WORDS THAT 
GO WITH THE MUSIC 
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@ Loretta Lynn continued to perform recently, despite 
being among the walking wounded. Loretta and her 
entourage, which included a film crew, from The Nashville 
Network, left Nashville, 19 November, for a three-week tour. 
Their first stop was Seoul, South Korea. During her first full 
day there, she sustained a badly sprained ankle and 
ligament damage, in a freakish, hotel room accident. She 
was sitting in bed reading, when husband, Mooney, sat 
down heavily and fell backwards, exclaiming that he was 
very tired. The next morning, as her manager carried her off 
a plane, at Kotar Radar Range, in east South Korea, he 
slipped, and Loretta hit the side of the ramp with her ribs, 
and smashed her elbow on the pavement. Less than an hour 
later, she was on stage, performing for the troops. The 
USO/DOD tour, produced two hour-long specials for TNN, 
‘Loretta Lynn's Christmas Card 1986’, and a second one 
which centres around her visit with the US Seventh Fleet, 
and will be telecast in the US, during April. 


@ The Jim Halsey Co has completed negotiations for the 
development of a new prime-time sitcom featuring Naomi, 
Wynonna and Ashley Judd. The project is a joint-venture with 
Triad Artists, representatives of the show's co-executive 
producers; Steve Binder and Tony Eaton, of BRB 
Entertainment; and Tall Pony Products. The half-hour pilot for 
20th Century Fox, will be taped during March or April this 
year. The programme's theme will centre on the clash 
between traditional, country values and fast-paced, urban 
life, with the Judds portraying rural characters, who leave 
their Kentucky home, for life in the big city. Musical 
performances by The Judds will supplement the show's 
storyline. 


@ Roger Miller, who won a Tony Award for writing the music 
for Broadway’s ‘Big River’, has now joined the show's cast, as 
Pap Finn. 


@ Farm Aid III will reportedly be held at Memorial Stadium, 
in Lincoln, Nebraska: hopefully, says Willie Nelson, in 
September of 1987. and speaking of Nelson, highlights of the 
making of ‘Red Headed Stranger’ will air on The Nashville 
Network this month. The movie is also slated to premiere at 
Radio City Music Hall, in New York. 


@ The International Fan Club Organisation, (FCO, will be 
Staging its 20th Annual Dinner and Show, in Nashville, on 12 
June this year, in conjunction with the 16th Annual Fan Fair. 
Gearing up for the celebration has already begun. World 
Travel Bureau Inc, of Rochester, Minn, has been appointed as 
IFCO’s ‘Official Travel Agency’, and American Airlines has 
been appointed ‘Official Airline Carrier’, with considerable 
fare discounts to be announced shortly. All members of IFCO 
affiliated fan clubs will be eligible for the discounts, if 
travelling anytime between 4 and 17 June. Last summer's 
IFCO Show has been airing, over the past couple of months, in 
weekly segments, on ‘Voice Of America’. 


@ We were on hand as Patty Loveless taped tracks from her 
forthcoming MCA album, for viewing on TNN’s ‘New 
Country’, and we can assure you, the premiere album is a 
winner! The long-play set is due for release this month and 
will include her strong single, ‘| Did’, and current rouser. 
‘Wicked Ways’. Patty is included in the list of artistes to play 
the Wembley (Silk Cut) Festival, this Easter. 


@ Two of the Forester Sisters, June & Christy. (also 
scheduled for Wembley '87) will be part of McCall's 
Magazine's sweater layout, due on the newstands in early 
"87. The quartet's third Warner Brothers album will 
reportedly be different from the previous two. Scheduled for 
April release in the US, seven songs were recorded with 
producer, Emory Gordy, at Nashville’s Music Mill, and eight 
were cut with producers, Terry Skinner and Jerry Wallace. at 
Muscle Shoals, Al's East Avelon and Muscle Shoals Sound 
Studios. Warner Brothers will decide on which ten tunes 
make the LP. 


@ EMI America recording artiste, Tom Wopat, has been 
appearing in the New York, Broadway production of 
‘Olympus On My Mind’. Wopat is starring as Jupiter. the 
Greek god, who descends to earth disguised as the Theban. 


@ ‘Music Row’, Nashville's entertainment industry 
newspaper, has announced the results of its 3rd Annual 
Country Video Awards. Compiled by music critic. Andrew 
Robin, this year’s winners are: Best Director, David Hogan: 
Best Video Starring A New Artist, Dwight Yoakam - ‘Honky 
Tonk Man’: Best- Starring A Group/Duo, Alabama - ‘She And 
’; Best- Starring A Female, Rosanne Cash - ‘Second To No 
One’: and Best- Starring A Male, Earl Thomas Conley - ‘Once 
In A Blue Moon’. 


@ Following on from their 
phenomenal success in the USA, 
contemporary country music's highly 
acclaimed mother and daughter duo. 
The Judds, are set to make their 
British concert debut, at the London 
Palladium, Sunday. February 1. This 
date being promoted by Paul Fenn. of 
Asgard Promotions. 


@ The British visit will be a part of a 
ten-day European stopover for The 
Judds. Wynonna and Naomi. 
comprising concert and television 
appearances. press and radio 
interviews and other promotional 
activities. A brand new album is 
expected to be released at the time of 
the visit. 


Earl Thomas Conley - 


@ Did you know .. . aseven-mile stretch of US 522 road. in 
Winchester, Va, has been renamed Patsy Cline Memorial 
Highway. The road runs south from Patsy's home town of 
Winchester, and past the Shenandoah Memorial Park. 
where she is buried. 


@ It’s an affirmative. The Oak Ridge Boys will perform on 
HBO's Cinamex cable special, ‘Gospel Session - Everybody 
Say ‘Yeah’!’. The special will air this month in the States. 
and will include performances by Paul Simon. Jennifer 
Holiday, and more. The one-hour special is being produced 
by Ken Ehrlich, who produces the televised Grammy Awards. 


@ The award winning Statler Brothers have one of the 
largest, private mailing lists in all of showbusiness history! 
They mail newsletters containing their tour schedules and 
tit-bits, five times a year, to a 90,000-and-growing, mailing 
list- and it's all free. Plus each December, each fan 
receives a personal Christmas card from the troupe. And 
how do they handle the workload of this extensive mailing? 
They engage a senior citizens’ organisation to label and 
make ready the paperwork. The senior citizens are paid by 
the Statlers to finance sightseeing trips, dinner and theatre 


@ The Judds. who were again named 
CMA Vocal Group Of The Year (the 
second year running) this past October. 
will also guest on a Gala Concert, 
January 29, at MIDEM, in Cannes, 
France, as well as making another 
European concert appearance, at a 
location yet to be announced. 


@ The critical and popular response to 
The Judds’ music in the USA has been 
nothing short of amazing. although still 
relative newcomers in the record 
business, Wynonna and her mother 
Naomi have actually been practising 
and perfecting their precise, razor- 
sharp and powerful harmonies for 
many years. Their distinct, engaging 
style draws heavily on their Eastern 
Kentucky heritage of bluegrass and 
folk ballads, as well as on urban pop. 


@ Their acceptance with the US public 
and industry alike, is instantly realised 
through continuous number one 
singles, Platinum and Gold album 
sales, sell-out concert appearances, 
and a never ending flow of awards. 


@ Since signing with RCA/Curb 
Records, in 1983, and securing a Top 
20 slot with their first single. ‘Had A 
Dream’, The Judds have since hit the 
top of the charts with every single. 
‘Rockin’ With The Rhythm Of The Rain’ 


tickets, and other recreation, throughout the year. 


@ Have a blessed New Year! 


UPDATE 


this past August. bringing the total up to 
seven ina row. On the album front, their 
‘Why Not Me’ collection has achieved 
Platinum status (1 million sales, plus) 
and the current ‘Rockin’ With The 
Rhythm’, collected a Gold Disc shortly 
after it came on the market. 


@ They've been just as successful in 
the awards stakes, with two 
Grammies, three Academy of Country 
Music, and four Country Music 
Association awards, among their fast 
mounting array of trophies. And. from 
Britain, they received their first ever, 
Overseas awards, sweeping the board 
with three accolades at the recent 
CMRU International Country Music 
Awards presentation. 


THE JUDDS COLLECT CMRU READERSHIP INTERNATIONAL AWARDS 


Tony Byworth ( Byworth-Wootton International) acted as courier to take The Judds. their three 1986 trophies - 
Present at the Nashville presentation was Jo Walker-Meador. Executive Director. Country Music Association. 


DOLLY PARTON 
JIMMY BUFFETT , Cd DOLLY IN LONDON 
LIVE BY THE BAY Paradise’. ‘Last Mango In Paris RCA/Columbia Video 
CIC Video and ‘Grapefruit. Juicyfruit' scattered 

among the Buffett classics. This is a bargain price re-issue of 
Jimmy Buffett doesn’t live in Key including “Margaruitaville’. ‘Come == the luscious Dolly. live in London 
West anymore... or so the song Monday’ and ‘Changes In SS An outstanding (in every way) 
tells us. Whether or not he does. he Attitudes’. though some of his == performance. and selling for just 
sure seems right at home by the songs may be a little raunchy for = under ten pounds, what more could 
water. in this 1985 recording ‘Live some of the more staid county == any red-blooded male want 
By The Bay’. Admittedly. a large music fans-for example. ‘Why = Although it isn't all country. Dolly is 
section of the audience seems even Don'tWe Go Somewhere & Screw. SS such a superb entertainer. every 
more at home-or should | say which along with its rather pithy «== minute is enjoyable, and her 
afloat- as the spectators paddle title tells of water beds and crazy = SS country numbers are just icing on a 
their way around the bay. Certainly. blues. Most of the Caribbean flavour = very sweet cake. 
being in water hasn't damaged any comes from the steel drums of SS 
of their enthusiasm and excitement Robert Greenidge. who adds an == For country buffs, Dolly includes 
at hearing Jimmy Buffett's special exotic and haunting rhythm to == some of her all-time classics. 
brand of Caribbean country. Buffett's spicy melodies. Although = among which are: ‘Jolene’. ‘Coat Of 

Jimmy Buffett doesn't. vocally. = Many Colours’, ‘Applejack’. and the Clive w 
Jimmy and the Coral Reefer Band sound 100%. it's still a vey = moving ‘Appalachian Memories’. Me ee 
present a gastronomic delight. enjoyable and entertaining 90 SS While from her more pop-y side. 
including ‘Cheeseburger In minutes of fringe country music. = come magic versions of ‘Baby !'m ne au ay ee a 


Burning’ and ‘Here You Come 


LTT TTT TL TLLLL TTT Again’. The concert ends with an VIDEO VIEW —— 


explosive ‘Great Balls Of Fire’ 


zi! 


HMC PRESENTS 


= MMU 


Exclusive home video... 
° @ There is also an indication that the ~ A Lifetime of Memories, 
Light At =] 


BPI may take over the funding of the 


country chart from the CMA and the five Recorded Live, in Concert, 
End Of major labels involved. . _ i —T October, 1981. 


@ Feelings that the Discover New 


» ) Country. campaign has increased the \ 
unne e popularity of country music, have i a e E[ Paso 
pleased the participating record ‘ td 


labels, who report increased sales of \ ¢ o j G ) e My Woman, My Woman, My Wife 


@ Following the boost to country country product. However, further 


music record sales, inthe aftermathof —_effortis required. : e A White Sport Coat 
the Discover New Country campaign, ‘It’s very important that country music | ; : 7 ‘ 
Martin Satterthwaite, recently — should have more visibility through + i + ; and a Pink Carnation 
appointed Director of European visiting artistes, and this year's ee 4 ; ‘ 
Operations for the Country Music already looking good..’ continues aH | | © You Gave Me a Mountain 
Association, is aiming to capitalise on Martin Satterthwaite, ‘In the first few a ; fis . 
advances made. to boost interest in months of ‘87, there are visits : 3 f' : 4 Big Iron 
country music in Britain. scheduled for The Judds, Randy Travis, 2 oe mis 
Dwight Yoakam, Ricky Skaggs, Steve te a : ¢ And Many, Many More! 
@ !n an interview with John Tobler, of Earle, and hopefully, George Strait, T we 
Music Week, Mr Satterthwaite says Graham Brown and Dan Seals. Most of ; 5 o 
his initial ambition in his new post is _ them will be coming to perform, and Q ad Stereo, VHS or BETA 
to change the country chart. so that it the next campaign will home in on the ites Sg Converted for European Use 


more accurately reflects what is touring artistes, with posters and 
happening in country music. He across-the-board advertising.’ 

maintains the chart-the only one 
apart from the mainstream singles/LP A 
chart to be compiled by Gallup - Boost Popularity Of 


should contain as much information : 
as the ‘main’ chart. Country Music... 


Send Cheque, P.O. or Visa Number to: 


@ ‘Everyone involved is keen to @ Marketing Directors of the 


change the criteria for a record's participating record labels, who fund HMC 

eligibility. so that the chart will more the country chart, all appear to agree p 

ik heise ure me Monkshill Bungalow 
welt 2. eee Monkshill Road 

oS a. ees Waterham, near Faversham 
(En Wr teu maar,” qectceee te tabs netiers Kent ME 13 9EH 


this category its own Top 10, and more to country music than ‘Best 
condensing the current Top 30 to a Top Of...’ compilations, so I'm very much 
20 chart: and a proposal to reclassify in favour of the changes proposed.’ MONEY BACK GUARANTEE * PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 
acts. which could eliminate some WEA’s Paul Conroy welcomes the 
artistes who are currently featured. Mr division of compilation and main 


Satterthwaite explains, country charts, while David Hughes. of No Marty Robbins fan should be without ° 


‘This is in no way any criticism of such EMI, states, 


acts, who are certainly worthy. but in ‘I'm absolutely delighted by the new s 
the opinion of all the company chart idea, because it will provide a far elete wu egaty 
representatives, really not country.’ more accurate view of which country 


The final proposal is to run the two records are really selling. .' Surely. 
new charts fortnightly. instead of the such unity can only encourage a more 
current monthly system. promising future for country music. 
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Third British Festival of 
Pedal Steel Guitar. 


PICTURE CAPTIONS: 


ABOVE: Top. Roy Heap, Buddy 
Ackers & Alan Morgan. 


Centre. Wally Whyton presenting 
Gerry Hogan with ‘Steelie of the 
Year’, an American award. 


Bottom. Hal Rugg and his wife. 


RIGHT: Top, Slim Pickens. 
Bottom. B J Cole. 


AR he ets a Sp 


tr 


@ THIS annual event. run especially 
for devotees of the pedal steel guitar. 
was held at The Clere School. in 
Burghclere. nr Newbury. Star of the 
year was Nashville session man. Hal 
Rugg. Hal will be remembered for his 
Steel playing. behind artistes like 
George Jones. The Wilburn Brothers. 
Loretta Lynn and Ray Stevens. He was 
also one of the resident steel players 
at the Grand Ole Opry. for many years. 
and is still one of the busiest session 
players in Nashville. 


@ The Saturday afternoon show, 
introduced by organiser. Gerry Hogan. 
who first made known his views: 

‘If the steel guitar is to survive as a 
musical instrument. it needs to 
feature in musical environments not 
solely associated with country music.” 


@ The concert then highlighted this. 
via three different acts: The United 
Steels Of Europe (Nils Tuxen. 
Denmark: Koos Biel and Andre 
Sommer. both from Holland): Buddy 
Ackers and Bob Taillefer, both from 
Canada. The United Steels and Bob 
Taillefer played across an impressive 
range of musical styles. showing the 
instrument has tremendous potential. 


@ Two well-known British country 
musicians - Bob Pearce, drums, and 
Dick Baldwin, bass - backed Buddy 
Ackers. Bob also played drums for Bob 
Taillefer. 


@ Hal Rugg’s evening concert. too. 
highlighted a variety of styles. in a 
performance of over two hours. He 
covered music which included two 
Bourees and a Minuet from the 
Overture in B Minor. by J S Bach! This. 
according to Hal, had apparently been 
written specifically for the pedal steel 
guitar, in the late 17th century. The 
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reason it had not been played on steel, 
at that time, was because none of the 
steel players of the day could get hold 
of an amplifier. . ! 


@ Sunday: Slim Pickens started the 
Proceedings off at midday. but not 
before compere. Wally Whyton. 
announced that Ray Kedge - down to 
play the set with Slim - was unable to 
attend. However. Slim carried the 
hour-long spot well. showing 
versatility on steel, dobro, and fiddle. 
He also threw in a good line in jokes. 
Then, Derek Thurlby. played a 
Programme of varied country tunes 
with his band. He was followed by the 
popular, Spencer Scott. and then Dave 
Hayward - who is currently playing in 
Little Ginny's band. 


@ Micky Byrne. with vocal support 
from wife Julie. and their band. gave a 
fine performance of jazz and country 
tunes. 


@ B J Cole, who is probably Britain's 
busiest recording session steeler, 
played three difficult classical pieces, 
accompanied by an excellent guitarist. 
playing gut-string guitar. B J narrated a 
piece from a book he is writing. which 
covered the areas that the steel had 
been into during its lifetime. and what, 
he believed, it should be aiming for in 
the future. 


@ The 1986 British Steelies Society 
Awards’ Scroll of Honour, was 
presented to Gerry Hogan. by Roy 
Heap and Alan Morgan, who head the 
Society. Hal Rugg, then, re-presented 
Gerry with an award which he'd 
gained at the International Steel 
Guitar Convention, in St Louis, 
Missouri, last August. Britain’s 
‘princess of steel’, Sarah Jory, 
followed the awards ceremony. She 
finished her spot with a well-received, 
vocal rendition of ‘How Great Thou 
Art’. 

@ It's not often you find a left-hander 
playing steel, but Dave Nash is one 
such player and he played a good set of 
jazz and country tunes, sucking his Polo 
mints throughout! A player not on the 
programme, but a great addition, was 
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@ SPECIAL NOTE: : 
Royal Festival Hall, 9 March. Ticket prices: £13, £10.50, £9. £7, £4.50, including booking fee. Please send S.A.E. to. Box Office. 


ail 


Kruger Organisation, PO Box 130, Hove, East Sussex, BN3 6QU. 


Barry Gaskell (Liverpool). 
Accompanied by Gary Potter. on guitar. 
who ‘blew everyone off stage’. if any 
name was on any lips. after the Festival 
weekend. it was Gary Potter. 


@ The last act on Sunday afternoon. 
was Melvin Duffy. This young man is 
obviously going to go far as a steel 
guitar player, and was a fitting climax 
to a scintillating afternoon's 
entertainment. 


@ Hal Rugg commenced his second 
concert at 8 pm. It seemed as though it 
had hardly started. when at 9.15 pm the 
interval was announced! Al Barrett got 
up to sing. following the interval. 
backed with some areat steel. by Hal. 


All other tickets and details from theatre box offices. 
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on ‘She Thinks | Still Care’. Then 
followed an eventful and stimulating 
session from various acts and the 
concert finally came to a close, with 
Hal playing one more instrumental, 
Charlie Parker's ‘Move’. 


@ Clearly. for all concerned. it was a 
superb weekend's entertainment. from 
start to finish. Everyone played well. 
and the crowd appreciated all their 
efforts. The food was good. the hall 
was cosy, the sound was good. people 
were nice...Here’s to next year. 
when Paul Franklin (best known for his 
years with Mel Tillis’ Statesiders and 
George Strait recordings) is booked to 
appear! 

@ Photos by Jim Silverthorn 


NRT TS 


February 28 - 
March 15 - 
Inclusive. 


Fri 27 Feb ‘Wogan’ TV Show 


Sat 28 Feb - Lakeside Club 
1Show 0252 836464 


Sun 1 Mar - Oxford 
1Show 0865 244544 
Mon2 Mar - Cardiff 
1Show 0222 371236 
Scheveningen, Holland 
Amsterdam, Holland 
Antwerp, Belgium 
Sun 8 - Southend 

1 Show. 0702 351135 
Mon9 Royal Festival Hall 
Wed 11 - Bridlington 
1Show 0262 78258 
Fri13 - Ipswich 
2Shows 0473 53641 


Sun 15 Mar Folkestone 
2 Shows - 0303 53193 


UUIVOUAUUUAQUUHAOOAGROGOUGAEUAAOGGOEOGEAHOOAAOOU AGUAS 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP — JAN 1987 


Happy birthday to all 
Capricorns 
including: 
2nd Roger Miller. 
Dick Feller. 

3rd Leon McAuliffe 
6th Bobby Lore 
7th Leona WilliaMS. 


Jack Greene 
9th Crystal Gayle 
12th Ray Pr 


Billy Walker 
h Ronnie Milsap. 
be fford 


26th Claude 


28th Bill Phillips 
30th Jerry Bradle 
Jean Pruett 


A J MASTERS 


@ A J Masters’ mother sang jazz 
and opera: his father picked guitar 
and mandolin: his brother plays 
guitar and writes: his two sisters 
sing, play piano and write songs. It 
is little wonder that A J entered the 
music business. ‘For my 14th 
birthday. my father bought me a 
bass.’ he says. ‘My brother was 
already playing guitar in a group, so 
he taught me how to play well 
enough. so that in about six 
months, | too. was playing in the 
band.’ 


@ Over the next few years. A J 
played with various groups, 
polishing his act and trying out his 
songwriting skills. All this hard work 
Paid off when the California-based, 
Bermuda Dunes Records signed 
him to a recording contract. A string 
of chart singles followed. as he 
opened shows for Gary Morris. 
Margo Smith and T G Sheppard. In 
an attempt to move his career in the 
right direction, Masters relocated to 
Nashville. A J Masters’ hit singles 
include ‘They Don't Play None Of 
Mine’. ‘Do It On A Dare’. ‘Lonely 
Together’ and ‘Back Home’. 


BETH WILLIAMS 


@ The lovely Beth Williams was 
born in Puerto Rico, but now calls 
Kerrville, Texas, her home. Beth 
began her career filling in spots 
between bands in the San Antonio 
area. Quickly. she became a 
popular attraction. which 
encouraged her to join a country 
group. Japonina, taking over as 
lead vocalist. The band then toured 
Asia, opening for such acts as 
Tanya Tucker and Floyd Tillman. 
Returning to the States, Beth 
teamed up with producer, Ed 
Penney (Terri Gibbs, etc), to record 
several of the ‘own compositions’ 
she had been performing with the 
A-Team, a group of Nashville 
sessioneers. which included Pig 
Robbins, Sonny Garrish, Greg 
Galbraith and Eddie Bayers. 


Today, Beth Williams is 
acknowledged an accomplished 
singer, songwriter, and guitarist, 
contracted to the Texas label, 
BGM, but judging by her recent 
single, ‘Wrong Train’, is destined 
for top level stardom. 
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and Aquarians 


Tom Gribbin 


d, Earl Scruggs 


Wilma Lee Coopel. 


ce, Bill Golden 
Lawanda Lindsey 
14th Billie JO Spears. 


Dirt Band). 


Ray Stevens 


ershaw. 
24th Doug eam Dave Rowland 


97th Buddy Emmons 
y. Norma Jean. 


ADAM BAKER 


@ A _ rugged _ six-footer, Adam 
Baker, from Oklahoma city. 
formally learned guitar when he 
was just ten years old. His natural 
aptitude for the instrument soon 
had him teaching guitar to others. 
Adding vocals to his picking talents. 
Adam had become a well-known 
local entertainer before he left high 
school. His first single for Aristo. ‘In 
Love With Her’. charted. It led to 
booked appearances at such 
prestigious venues as Gilley’s and 
the Louisiana Hayride. Since that 
time. Baker has enjoyed a string of 
hit singles and now has a good 
second album to his credit. 


TONI PRICE 


@ Beautiful, blue-eyed Toni Price 
is another artiste who records for 
the Aristo label .. . Toni came into 
the business almost by accident, 
when the girl singer in a friend's 
local band was taken ill and Toni 
was asked to stand in. She did, and 
became that group's regular lead 
vocalist. Encouraged by this, she 
embarked on a solo career and 
formed her own band, becoming a 
favourite on the Top Forty Country 
and Fairs circuit. As her career 
progressed, Toni appeared in 
several videos, including two with 
Janie Fricke and The Forrester 
Sisters. Her first single. ‘Mississippi 
Breakdown’, topped the 
independent label chart. and made 
the top 60 nationally. Seems that 
Toni Price is now firmly on the road 
to stardom. 


AUDIE HENRY 


@ Vivacious Audie Henry is already 
established as one of Canada's top 
recording artistes, though she is 
little heard of in this country. Born in 
Brazil, of Latvian parents, Audie 
was brought up in Ontario. She 
didn’t consider a career in country 
music, until she met her husband - 
well-known, Canadian picker, Gord 
Henry - who groomed Audie as his 
band's lead singer: a job. it seems, 
for which she was admirably suited. 
Audie's first single, ‘True Western 
Movie’, made top five and led to 
several more hits, before a career 
move took Audie and her husband 
to Bedford, Texas, whereupon she 
was immediately signed up by 
Canyon Creek Records, of 
Dallas... Since then, Audie has 


With a new year up and coming, | thought 
I'd spend this month looking at some new, 


up-and-coming artistes, and maybe include 
one ortwo o/dfriends. BR EEREESREH 


toured the States extensively: has 
appeared on TV in New Zealand, 
and has worked alongside such 
country superstars as Conway 
Twitty. Tom T Hall and Gene 
Watson. 


JIMMY OLSON 


@ Jimmy Olson lives in an unlikely 
place for a country musician - 
Vancouver, Washington - but 
multi-talented Jimmy. who sings. 
writes and plays guitar. bass. 
keyboards, drums and harp, was 
encouraged to explore the 
opportunities in Nashville by Vern 
Gosdin. However. Olson proved 
you don't need to be in Nashville to 
be successful. as his recording of 
his own song, ‘Motel Lights’. was a 
top seller in the North West of 
America. 


LANIER McKUHEN 


@ Georgia boy, Lanier McKuhen, 
always had ambitions to play the 
Grand Ole Opey, and took his first 
decisive steps towards this goal 
when he was just fourteen, by taking 
guitar lessons. Lanier has learned to 
play a variety of musical styles, 
playing with a number of groups: 
he’s also learned drums and 
clarinet, which he played with a 
Dixieland jazz band, However, his 
heart remained with country music, 
and he's regrouped his band to play 
‘real’ country music. As Lanier 
presses ahead to realise his 
aspirations, his free time dwindles, 
because personal appearances, 
radio, writing and recording new 
material, leaves little time for him 
even to spend with his family. 
McKuhen has recently signed with 
the Nashville-based label. NSD. 
and currently plans an attack on the 
charts with new singles. an album 
and video promotion. 


RAY GRIFF 


@ Ray Griff is not a new name to 
avid country music lovers, but not 
one that has been heard too often in 
Britain, over the past few years. Ray 
got his first break at age 17, when 
the late Johnny Horton invited him to 
tour, and it was Horton, who later 
recorded Griff's composition, ‘Mr 
Moonlight’, introducing Ray as a 
songwriter. When Horton died, Ray 
joined Jim Reeves, then settled in 
Nashville. It was as a songwriter that 
Griff made his mark. He penned 
more than 1800 songs, of which 450 


have been recorded by recognised 
major artistes, such as Faron 
Young, Gene Watson and Jerry Lee 
Lewis, and gave him over 60 
ASCAP Awards. On the recording 
front. Griff has scored more than 20 
national hits. and we are told RCA 
plan several more during the coming 
months. 


BILLY JO ROYAL 


@ ‘Down In The Boondocks' ‘was 
Billy Jo Royal's biggest hit. way 
back in the sixties. Other rock 'n’ roll 


chart toppers followed - ‘1 Knew 
You When’ and ‘Hush’. Then. 
during the seventies. memories 
dimmed and Billy Jo's career began 
to go quiet. So Royal reverted to his 
country roots .. . If asked about his 
transition from pop to country. Billy 
Jo answers. ‘My music in the 60's 
was called pop music. Country. 
back then, was considered as the 
real hardcore steel guitar, fiddle 
music. and such. But it’s not that 
way anymore - it's a much broader 
sound.’ What was then considered 
pop. is now generally considered 
country. Royal's number 12. 
country chart placing of last 


January, ‘Burned Like A Rocket’, 
emphasizes that point. The follow 
up. ‘Boardwalk Angel’. made top 40. 
Then he opted for a purer country 
with a remake of the old Faron 
Young hit, ‘I Miss You Already’. Billy 
Jo Royal is alive and well and, once 
again, recording some great 
material. If you listen to his album. 
‘Looking Ahead’, you'll know what | 
mean. 


Next Month: 


Return of Bluegrass 


Feature, for all 
Ol’ Time Fans . . 


@ Next month sees the return of 
popular regular feature, ‘Front Porch 
Pickin’, which should be good news to 
all you ol’ time and bluegrass fans. It 
will be a bi-monthly feature, reporting 
on all the news, views, reviews and 
info on bluegrass and roots music. If 
you can contribute anything to our 
‘new’, ‘Front Porch Pickin” column, 
please contact Eve Morris, 18 Powell 
Street, Harrogate, HG1 4BY, or ‘phone 


0423 508081. 


MASON — DIXON 


@ Frank Gilligan, lead vocals: Jerry 
Dengler, lead guitar/banjo/vocals: 
and Rick Henderson, electric and 
acoustic guitars/vocals: together 
are Mason-Dixon -an extremely 
talented, Texas-based trio. They 
began as a duo, with Frank and 
Rick. whilst both were attending 
Lamar University. in Beaumont, 
Texas. Four years later, Jerry 
joined: thus giving Mason-Dixon 
their present formation. Touring 
with people like Ricky Skaggs. also 
supergroup, Alabama and Lee 
Greenwood, plus recording such 
big. international hits as ‘Armadillo 
Country’. ‘Every Breath You Take’ 
and ‘Got My Heart Set On You’, has 
kept the trio extremely busy the past 
few years. Now, | hear they plan to 
concentrate on Europe. So 1987 
may be the year we have the 
pleasure of seeing Mason-Dixon, in 
Britain. 


ASGARD@®QPRESENTS 


The Ist U.K. appearance of 
C.M.A. Vocal Group of 1986 


ntJUDDS 


LONDON PALLADIUM 
SUNDAY Ist FEBRUARY 7.30 p.m. 


— 


Tickets available from: Box Office Tel. 01-437 7373 
Credit Cards: Tel. 01-437 2055 (no additional charge) 


and usual ticket agents. 


Reduced rates for parties of 15 or more 


MUSICAL 


GREAT MiOUR 


MID-SOUTH USA 


Following a series of articles | wrote about Nashville, 
some time ago, | had several enquiries about other 
places tourists might like to visit, which were within a 
two-week, fly-drive schedule. Places which, as well 
as having touristic things to see and do, would also 
have some form of evening entertainment which 
would be of interest to readers of this paper. 


With this in mind, | have written another series of 
forthcoming articles, which take in a music, fly-drive 
involving Nashville, Memphis and New 
Orleans, but please note, | use the word music, not 
country music, because much of the musical heritage 
of these cities is other than country music. However, 
as the various forms of music interweave each other, 
the three cities do, together, represent the country, 


holiday, 


blues and jazz capitals of the world. 


PLANNING THE TRIP 


@ There are two ways to visit any country, either on an 
organised jackage, or by making _ individual 
arrangements. The advantage of a good package 
holiday, is that you are, hopefully, looked after by 
experts and are cossetted - to a certain extent - and 
there is not doubt, you can pack in a lot. The problems 
are, that on the general tour schedules, you're moving 
at a designated pace. Something which may hold little 
interest to you, might be on the tour itinerary, whilst 


something, or somewhere you really want to see, is left _ 


out. Also, if you want to spend longer at a certain place, 
it is infuriating to have at last found that special record 
shop . ch stocks the ‘deleted oldies’ you have been 
looking ior, only to be rushed out, because a coach full 
of people is waiting. Finally, of course, you may not be 
able to arrange your holiday break when the right 
organised tour is going! 


@ A holiday which takes in the three cities mentioned - 
no matter which method you decide to go by - is amajor 
event, and, almost as much fun should be had looking 
forward to. and planning a holiday, as the actual trip 
itself. if you go on your own. simply because you pick 
and choose. Plan, by all means, but do not give yourself 
a tight schedule which cannot be adjusted to take in 
some special event. which you knew nothing about 
before reaching the city. Also. with one or two 
exceptions. | do not think it is really necessary to book 
your motels in advance: there are usually plenty, which 
are available. so keep flexible. 


@ When originally planning the trip, take time to write 
off to the Visitors’ Bureau of the city/town concerned. to 
ask if there are any special events taking place, over the 
two weeks of your holiday. If there are, pencil them in, 
and try to arrange the rest of your tour around them: ie 
you could go to New Orleans, then Memphis, then 
Nashville, completely reverse or rearrange the order in 
any way. to suit what is happening on your particular 
dates. But remember, other people will be crowding to 
places for big. special events. so in those cases. you 
should book in advance and expect to have to pay a 
little more for your accommodation! 


@ You may find out. so much is going on in two cities, 
you completely leave the other one out. or simply pay a 
‘flying visit’. But my experience with the three cities | 
have picked, is that there is usually plenty of interest for 
the tourist and music fan to see and hear, as long as 
they take the time to buy a ‘local’ paper for the 
entertainment columns, and tune to the local radio 
stations. which usually advertise any major shows. 


COME FLY WITH ME 


@ Probably the most expensive part of your holiday will 
be the flight. and as always, it pays to shop around. 
However, remember, flights at the wrong times can 
mean you virtually lose a day of your holiday and 
sometimes, it even pays not to fly direct to your 
destination, but to fly somewhere else and get a 
connecting flight. because it can be considerably 
cheaper. Yes, | know direct flights are always easier, but 
on my last trip. for example, although | was destined for 
Memphis. | flew Continental Airlines, to Houston, Texas, 
and then changed planes. (Continental Airlines leaves 
Gatwick at a civilised time each day.) Even with changing 
planes, it was still possible to be in Memphis on that 
evening. (For the readers of this paper. perhaps another 
plus - many International country music stars. frequently 
use that airline.) 
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@ A word of warning. however. since you must go 
through immigration and customs, when you first land. 
allow a couple of hours to pick it up between your 
connecting flights. Continental flies on to New Orleans, 
but Republican Airlines is worth checking out. if you are 
flying on to Nashville or Memphis. Another tip is to make 
sure you have either one dollar bills, or silver, when you 
arrive. so you can hire a baggage cart - you will need it! 


OOOH! I’M DRIVING MY LIFE AWAY 


@ Another major expense will be the car hire. Obviously 
it is cheaper if four of you share, and this also makes it 
easier for the drivers. Usually, the wife will automatically 
be able to drive, and most major car rental companies will 
put another named driver on list. Collision Waiver is 
comprehensive insurance, and really ‘A MUST’! It adds 
considerably to the cost of hire, and always remember. 
tax will be added. Credit cards, too, are virtually vital, as 
in America it is very difficult to hire a car without one. It is 
possible to arrange a full fly/drive holiday, where a car is 
supplied (but again, it may be cheaper to do this 
yourself). You must have medical insurance, and we 
discovered several different schemes offered by 
airlines - even if you don't fly with them - which seemed 
to give good cover and value for money .. . 


KEEPING YOUR COOL 


@ You must have a car with air-conditioning, and | 
strongly advise you to drive automatic. This should be no 
problem at all. as practically all hire car companies have 
them. It is definitely cheaper to book from the UK before 
you go. We found the cheapest was Alamo. The 1986 
tates were $99 per week, plus $8 per day collision waiver 
and local taxes. But please note, hire rates for cities vary, 
ie New Orleans is more expensive than Memphis. Hertz, 
also has a special scheme called, Affordable USA, which 
again has to be booked in advance. Again the advice is, 
make a couple of ‘phone calls and check the current 
rate... 


@ When you do arrive at the airport. you can usually 
pick up a courtesy mini-bus, run by the car hire 
company, which will take you to the depot where you will 
pick up your car. The price | have quoted was for the 
smallest car, which is fine if there are only two of you; but 
for parties of four, it is well worth paying the little extra for 
a larger car, because you will spend a fair bit of your time 
in it. and you will need room. Petrol prices are much 
lower, compared with here, and although driving around 
the big cities can be a pain. normal driving and parking 
is easier than at home. Before starting off. familiarise 
yourself with the controls. otherwise. when that sudden 
rain storm comes. you might find the sunshine roof 
opening instead of the wipers coming on! 


HEARTBREAK HOTEL 


@ Accommodation needs neither be a heartbreaking 
nor a bank-breaking experience, unless, as we have 
suggested, you go to the cities on special, big 
occasions - Mardi Gras, in New Orleans and Fan Fair, in 
Nashville for example. Although bed and breakfast is 
possible, it is quite rare and probably best avoided. 
Motels range from truckers’ stops to ultra deluxe. The 
former are best avoided, except in dire emergency, and, 
for some readers of this paper, the latter might only be for 
those special occasion. However, you can get ‘specials’ 
on occasions at even top hotels. In between are a whole 
range of reasonably priced, good quality motels, like 


Best Western, Holiday Inns, Red Roofs, Ramanda, 
Marriott, etc, all of which usually have swimming pools, 
nice accommodation and easy parking, and vary up and 
down the price scale. 


@ Usually. a family of four can stay in one room for the 
same price and if there are only two of you. then a single 
might even be adequate. Often there are specials 
advertised. for example. at one place we saw in Texas. 
they were offering free meals. You do not need to take 
towels or bed linen. as these are supplied. 


@ The price you pay, is usually for the room only, very 
seldom do you get breakfast as well, so most people eat 
at the restaurants, which are usually adjacent. One we 
always look out for is Shoney's. It does an all-you-can- 
eat breakfast, including fried bacon, eggs, sausage, etc, 
pancakes and fresh fruit, for around £3. This has the 
advantage, because it is such good value, and sets you 
up for the whole day. So, if you have a busy schedule, 
you hardly need stop midday for a meal . . . Still on the 
subject of food, many of the franchised, fast-food stores 
will have names which are familiar to you, like 
MacDonalds, but eating at the cheapest places is not 
always the best value. Look out for smorgesborgs like 
Heritage, in Nashville. Again, you get all you can eat. 
The quality is good and as you serve yourself, you can 
get quick service, should time be tight. Another 
excellent meal to look for is ‘Sunday Brunch’. This is 
breakfast and lunch combined, and one place | 
recommend you try for this is the Opryland Hotel. 


@ These then. are the main expenses. Flights. car hire. 
accommodation, meals, drinks, then comes your 
entertainment. Some entertainment is ‘free’. but as at 
home. the ‘free’ can reflect in the bar prices. and 
waitresses serving drinks etc. do ‘expect’ tips - so that 
is another cost. 


@ When in America, do as the Americans do . . . use 
the happy hour. At the bigger hotels. you not only get 
drinks much cheaper. but often a free buffet is throw in. 
so you can Cut out your evening meal. And remember, 
you do not have to be a resident to use hotel bars during 
happy hours. 


* NEXT MONTH: 


Houston 


There’s More To Texas Than Oil And ‘JR’... 


@ Another tip is to buy a small plastic cooler bag. per 
couple. when you first arrive. These hold up to a dozen 
cans of beer or soft drinks. and are easily portable. all 
motels have free ice on each floor. so you top up the 
baq before you go out for the day. Not only does this 
save you money. but you have a regular supply of cold 
drinks with you. all the time. which is important in the hot 
weather, particularly if you go to any large. open-air 
shows 


@ If you are even near a State or County Fair, it’s 
usually well worth dropping by, as they are excellent 
value for money, often having ‘free’ shows, and are a 
typical bit of America. These fairs usually take place in 
July or August. Another thing to look out for, are 
showcases, or TV tapings, where you can see some 
good ‘free’ entertainment. When you read about the 
various cities, you will notice, | seldom mention specific 
places for entertainment, or to eat, simply because, so 
many of them change. Those | do mention are either 
permanent entertainment/tourist attractions, or were 
good value when we went, but, of course, the smaller 
bars and restaurants change their policies all the time, 
as they do at home. 


@ Clothes are another problem, as far as a lot of people 
are concerned. Obviously. it depends when you are 
going. but even in the summer months in America. it will 
rain. so though you do not need woolies and heavy 
clothes, a small brolly in the car is a good investment. 
Generally you need casual and lightweight clothes. 
which are ideal. because of the humidity in the summer. 


@ The hints | have given you above. really only scratch 
the surface. but remember. part of the fun is finding out 
for yourself. Also remember, the reason you are going is 
because the country is DIFFERENT! Therefore. do not 
expect things to be done the same way as at home. or to 
be able to get that ‘decent’ cup of tea etc. The areas I’m 
suggesting you cover are so interesting. and so 
exciting. | am sure that although your holiday may only 
be for two weeks. once you have hazd it. it will remain 
with you forever . . 


San Antonio... Etc. 
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GOOD CHEER io all 
MEMBERS & 

ARTISTES for 


the coming 
year 


Let's have a composed start to the year with this month’s 
problem and try to find 50 song titles in the grid, which can 
then be arranged alongside the tunesmiths listed below. So 
with a ‘minim-um’ of delay, and without getting ‘crotchet-ty’, 
let's ‘breve’ into it, remembering it’s up or down, diagonally 
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Congratulations to Mr D R Thatcher (no. not 
that Mr O Thatcher!) of 166 Netherstowe 
Lane. Lichfield. Staffs. His was the first 
correct entry pulled from the bag. in 


ers’ pra” | 


aes 


or side to side either way, ‘noting’ them as you go. 
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response to our November Wordsearch 
Competition. Mr Thatcher wins an album of 
the Editor's choice 


SUBSCRIBERS 
CAN WIN THIS 


SUPER NEW 
COUNTRY 
ALBUM 


Every month we are now 
offering new subscribers the 
chance to win a country 
album in our monthly draw. If 
you are already a subscriber 
and due for renewal, don’t 
worry, you will still be eligible 
for the 


FREE DRAW 
But don’t waste time, your 
subscription must be with us by 
the first of next month. For the 


~ subscription rates see elsewhere in 


this publication. 


This month’s prize album, 


‘Love Gonna Get Ya!’ 


by Ricky Skaggs 
is on its way to 
Mr Robert J Waters 
Madden Avenue 
Bromley 
Kent 


WORDSEARCH 


compiled by Tony Andersen 


* @ The songwriters whose 
i) material is in the grid are: =: 


Bill Anderson 
Hoyt Axton 
Roy Acuff 
Joe Ahr 
Boudleaux Bryant 

Cy Coben 

Tommy Collins 

Jack Clement 

Guy Clark oe 
10 Jack Clement (again :: 
11 Matha Carson st: 
12 Jerry Crutchfield 

13 Bob Ferguson 

14 Red Foley 

15 Kinky Friedman 

16 Danny Flowers 

17 Dallas Frazier 

18 Don Gibson 

19 Ray Griff 

20 Larry Gatlin 

21 Harlan Howard 

22 Merle Haggard 

23 Freddie Hart 

24 TomT Hall 

25 Stan Jones 

26 Merle Kilgore 

27 Gordon Lightfoot 

28 John D Loudermilk 

29 Bob McDill 

30 Ronald McCown 

31 Bill Monroe 

32 Bob Montgomery 

33 Guy Massey 

34 Bob Nolan 

35 Willie Nelson 

36 Tex Owens 

37 Buck Owens 

38 Carl Perkins 

39 Ben Peters 

40 Dolly Parton 

41 Gram Parsons 

42 Eddie Rabbitt 

43 Marty Robbins 

44 Jimmie Rodgers 

45 Shel Silverstein 

46 Mel Street 

47 Joe South 

48 Floyd Tillman 
49 Jimmy Webb 
50 Hank Williams 


OnNoOnhWNDY = 


Oo 


“Advertisements are 
published on the 
understanding that 
they are truthful, legal, 
decent and honest and 
in the interests of our 


readership. 


A great deal of care Is 
expended by this 
newspaper to ensure 
that this is the case.” 


Tapes 
dnlimited 


CASSETTE DUPLICATION IN REAL TIME 


Cassettes with AGFA/BASF 
Normal or Chrome tape. 
using Nakamichi machines 
copied to exacting quality. 
Any master format accepted. 
Blank cassettes wound 
to customer's length requirements. 


74 Garland. Rothley. . 
Leicester LE7 7RG 
(0533) 602064 


C & W Record Company 
seeks drummer, bass guitarist, 
lead and/or pedal steel guitarist. 

to form backing band 
for country singer. 
APC Music 
0963 250826. 
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What de wou think ? I 


Dear Editors 


The reason | am writing to you, is to 
put things right, as I've had phone 
Calls from all over Scotland and 
Northern Ireland asking about my 
country shows, since Mr Dave 
Hendry wrote it had disappeared 
from West Sound. in your 
December issue. 


| would like to point out that the 
‘Tommy Truesdale Country Show’ 
has not disappeared from West 
Sound Radio. It has been moved to 
a Tuesday night. 


It is, however, true that many fans 
are protesting that they want it 
returned to its usual Sunday slot. 
This might happen at the next 
change of schedule. But at the 
moment, I’m still getting the biggest 
mail bag at West Sound. and it’s 
mostly formy Tuesday night country 
show. from 10 pm 'til midnight. | also 
have ashow ona Thursday night on 
West Sound, when | also play 
country music. 


You may be interested to know that 
on other nights, | am out singing all 
over Scotland with my band, 
Tommy Truesdale & The 
Sundowners, pulling big crowds 
wherever we appear. And my last 
LP, reviewed in your paper by Clive 
Wynes earlier this year, has now 
become one of the biggest sellers 
on the Country House Label. 
Thanks for the coverage. 


Yours sincerely 

Tommy Truesdale 

West Sound Radio, Radio House, 
Holmston Road, Ayr, Scotland. 


Dear Eds 


| would be pleased if you could 
include the following snippet 

I'm looking for humorous or 
comedy songs for use in my act, 
and possibly to record. Songs in 
the Shel Silverstien or Dick Feller 
styles would be about right. Any 
topics. clean or near the bone. but 
no filth! | would especially like to 
use British material and would give 
writers credits on stage. Any such 
material should be typewritten or 
taped. or both . .. and send SAE if 
you want it returned. 


Thanks a million folks! 

Mel Hague 

‘Ohgeebee’ House. 

37 Wroot Road, Finningley. 
Doncaster. DN9 3DS 


Dear Editors 


Many thanks for the Wordsearch 
prize (Frank Jennings LP). | really 
appreciate your choice. | think Frank 
does a very good job of ‘Carmen’. | 
was also very pleased to receive an 
album of a British singer. | am made 
up with the LP. 


Sorry to be late in writing, But as you 
may have heard, Chester had a 
postal strike for almost a week, | 
think things are back to normal once 
again. | do enjoy CMRU very much, 
especially your ‘Wordsearch’. A lot 
of work must go into sorting out all 
the questions etc. Congratulations 
to all concerned. Thanks again. 


Beattie Jones 
18 St David's Terrace, Saltney, 
Chester. 
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Dear Editors 


Although doubtful of the claims. out 
of curiosity. | went along to see 
Bettina in concert - now I'm 
hooked - multi-talented and so 
young. 


While going home. however. my 
thoughts went back a few months. 
to the time when | was asked to 
vote on ‘The Most Promising 
Newcomer’. only to ask myself why 
she was not even under starter’s 
orders? With a record contract and 
numerous TV slots already. it 
seems to me she has already gone 
further than the other starters put 
together. | put the question to you 
now. WHY? Answer direct. or 
through CMRU. 


Jim Coombe 
33 South Street. Barnsley. 
South Yorkshire. 


Eds: 

Compared to the eventual winners in this 
category, the awards computer shows only a 
minimal amount of people agree 

with you Jim. 


Dear Editors 


Re the ‘new releases’ list in this 
month's issue of CMRU. We were 
most interested in the Stetson 
records. We are delighted to have 
added Faron Young's 
‘Sweethearts or Strangers’ to our 
collection. 


For many years, we have had No1 
and No3 EP's of ‘Sweethearts or 
Strangers’. so we are now very 
happy to have all the tracks. 


Please can you give your readers 
more information about the Stetson 
label? The idea of re-releasing 
original tracks with the original 
pictures is very. 

um..um.,. ORIGINAL! Great!! 


Can we look forward to more of the 
same idea? 

Wewill be watching pages of future 
issues for more details. Many 
thanks. 


We thought your 10th birthday 
issue was terrific. Wish | had 
thought to send in my 
congratulations earlier. My only 
excuse is that my mind was on 
other exciting things: ie visiting 
Nashville! Forgive me. 
Congratulations - Happy 10th. 


Best wishes to you all 
Alan & Jean Earle 
162 The Glade. Shirley, Croydon. 


PS News item: Kevin Young. 
Faron’s youngestson. was married 
in Memphis - 8 November - to Kitti 
Beth Reynolds. 


May I, through the ‘Letters’ column, 
say thank you to the people who 
took the chance and came to the 
first two-day festival of country 
music, at Pontin’s Ainsdale, 
Southport, under the Ray-Roy 
Promotions banner. 


Our special thanks go to the 
people, who made the effort and 
came to the Gospel Show, on 
Sunday morning, and sat through 
the show without talking; also to the 
people who gave up their Sunday 
morning to bring their own, very 
special music to these people ata 
cost which could not even be called 
expenses; to the lads from 
Wigwam, who put in God knows 
how many hours, to give us the 
sound we have come to accept as 
the best; to Big John and Phil for 
their efforts behind the scenes, as 
backstage managers; to Bob 
Roberts, as compere; the Du’s Phil, 
Ron and Kevin; and to the 
members of the groups appearing, 
for their assistance, which helped 
to get the change-overs done 
smoothly. 


My own special thanks to the lads 
from the Louisiana Hellraisers, for 
their donation of the sale of one box 
of their singles, to the Queen's 
Court Hospice Appeal. 


Roy, 
1 Rothwell Drive, Aughton, 
Ormskirk, Lancashire. 


Dear Editors 


The Circle W Westerner rounded 
off twelve months at the Brewer & 
Baker, with a charity show. 
Whiskey River being the group of 
the night. In all, the club raised 
£1,.200.10p. 


The money was handed over to the 
local hospital for its Royal 
Orthopaedic Ward II, young cancer 
victims. 


| would like to thank everybody 
concerned. 


A Jones 
43 Crompton Road, Park Estate, 
Tipton. West Midlands. 


Dear Editors 


It was with a wry smile, that | read 
the comment underneath the 
picture of Perfect Strangers, at the 
Harrow Kodak Showcase (Dec 
issue). Firstly, thanks to Mick, for his 
kind comments, which we 
appreciate. However, the band is 
intent upon working the country 
circuit, and taking music to the 
clubs. (We have done occasional 
non-country venues.) 


We believe that modern music - the 
very music you review month after 
month - can bring as much 
pleasure to audiences as the 
accepted standards. After all, 
standards were new, once . . 
Today's innovations are tomorrow's 
commonplaces. Modern music 
doesn't have to be loud and 
aggressive, modern bands don't 
have to be scruffy either. 


Yours sincerely 

Geoff Roomes 

for Perfect Strangers 

120 Needwood Road. Bedford. 


MORE LETTERS, PAGE 17... 
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The Ideal Gift For A Country Friend. 
COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


SUN VISOR 


Send cheque/P.0. to Country Music Round Up. 


(Visor Offer). £1.50 PLUS FIFTY PENCE POSTAGE 


SSS 
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> HANG YOUR FAVOURITE STAR! ~~ 


ORIGINAL PEN DRAWINGS OF ANY 3s 
COUNTRY ACT BY CMRU ILLUSTRATOR 


PETE COFFEY (size 10x8,suitable for 
framing). £4.99 each: incl. p&p. 
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES OR P.O's PAYABLE TO PETE COFFEY. 
der now from: 18 Woodstock Crescent, Woodley, 
Stockport, Cheshire SK6 1QS. 


ALSO AVAILABLE: LIVING LEGENDS COLLAGE, AS REPRODUCED IN CMRU,ON TOP 
QUALITY ART PAPER - SIZE 16x12 APPROX. £3.99 incl. p&p. 


FOR SALE 


COUNTRY LP’s 


Second Hand Deletions/Rarities 
Huge Selection at set prices 
Send a large S.A.E. to: 


J & J COUNTRY SALES 
OAKRIDGES. SHOOTERS WAY 
BERKHAMSTED. HERTS 


J & J COUNTRY SALES 
also buy your unwanted LPs 
Telephone: (04427) 5871 

Buyer will call with cash and 
make an immediate offer 
for the lot 


NORTHERN MUSIC 
SERVICES 
are looking for 
GROUPS and SINGERS 
with their own 
ORIGINAL SONGS 
for PROMOTING. 


Please send demos and 
details to: 
NORTHERN MUSIC 
40 Totland Close, Longsight, : 
Manchester M12 5RF; 
061 225 1984. 


Please 


KEEP letters short. 
Write on one side of the 
paper only. Letters written 
on both sides will not be 
considered for publication. 
All letters are subject to 
editing and submission 
will be taken to imply 
acceptance of that 
condition. 


The Editors 


AMERICAN BELT BUCKLES 


3-Dimensional, Enamelled, 
Multi-coloured - Many Subjects 4:7 
For your illustrated 5 
catalogue. just send 75p 
(refundable with your 
first order) to 
‘Legionnaires’ 
Golden Hill Fort. 
Freshwater, 

Isle of Wight 


PAT PIPER 
WESTERN WEAR SPECIALIST 


PATS WESTERN 
SUPPLIES <*> 


TELE R ROINE 
TOWN END, BODMI 


¢ BODMIN 
CORNWALL. “ € 


1O20%) 


Everything 
you need to be the . 
best dressed in town ie > 
A VERY MERRY CHRISTEIAS 10 YOU ALL. 
anda 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 


PROMOTIONS 


SOLE UK AGENT 
FOR TOP IRISH ACTS 


JOHN C KING 
THE COTTON MILL BOYS 
KID WAYNE 
AND THE KWC BAND 


NOW ORGANISING 1987 TOUR DATES 
0463 221268 


To find out more about copy dates and 


rates for advertising, ring (0522) 41546. 


ANOTHER Brace 


@ It was early. very early, August Bank Holiday 
Sunday, when | arrived at the hotel to interview Ed 
Bruce over breakfast; the previous night's party he had 
been at, had gone on to past 5 am. | was about 20 
minutes early. but one of the PR guys told me to ring up, 
because Ed might be wanted for sound checks earlier 
than he thought. | rang up... and that was my first 
mistake! 


@ Now, Ed Bruce is a big man, 6 feet 1 inch and more 
than 15 stones of him, and he did not sound a happy big 
man. In fact, he sounded much like | felt. . . like the 
morning had arrived ten hours too early! ‘I'll be there on 
time Dick," he replied. | did not think it was diplomatic to 
correct him on the name. When he entered the room - 
to the minute of our appointment - | thought he looked 
every bit the image of everyone’s typical Texan, built in 
the John Wayne mould. That was my second mistake, 
because although Texas is his second favourite place, 
he was actually born in Keiser, Arkansas, moving to 
Memphis when he was still very young, and for years 
now, Nashville has been his home. He has spent a lot of 
his time, over the past few years, as ‘The Tennessean’, 
in a campaign promoting tourism and _ industrial 
development for Tennessee. 


@ We sat down and he waited for me to switch on my 
tape recorder for the interview, and | had to explain that 
on the previous night | had written off the front of my 
sports car, trying to limbo dance it under a two-foot-high 
pole, and the tape recorder was still in the car. That was 
mistake number three. Ed Bruce is a car buff and he 
knows what he’s talking about, because he'd raced 
them, sold them in Memphis, and at that time owned 
around five, including a Ferrari 308 GTB! ‘Sorry to hear 
about your car Dick,’ he said, and again | let the name go 
uncorrected, because although the metal pole | hit had 
damaged my car, | am sure, had it hit Ed instead, the 
damage would have been that much worse and | wasn't 
going to upset him. | wasn’t even sure if he was making a 
mistake with my name or making a comment! 


@ | don't usually do in-depth interviews, because all too 
often, the characters concerned seem all too shallow 
when you actually get to know them, and what there is to 
say has already been said by so many other people, it 
seems pointless to repeat it. But with Ed Bruce, | felt it 
would be different, because as far as |am concerned, the 
man is, at least, three dimensional. He is a singer, 
songwriter and actor, and he had been responsible for 
some of the songs | have enjoyed most over the years, 
and | had been asked to do the interview for a specific 
purpose, so | waited for him to start. That was my fourth 
mistake, because | had not been told the actual reason 
for the interview . . . and neither had Ed! 


The Tour De Force ! 


@ We were both saved from our embarrassment with 
the arrival of Ed’s wife, Patsy, and the reason neither of 
us had advance knowledge was because, only on that 
morning, had confirmation of Ed's Jeffrey Kruger tour of 
Britain been agreed. It appears, as | was available to do 
the interview, and as Ed would not be in the country 
again before the tour, it was set up in advance, without 
either of us knowing why, because Patsy had not, at that 
time, signed the contract. 


@ | asked Ed how it was to have a manager, who was 
also his wife and co-writer of many of his songs. Were 
they always in each other's pockets, working as well as 
living together? How did they sort out the division of 
labour? If he fell out with his manager, did he fall out with 
his wife? Ed thought a bit, and answered with a laugh. ‘I 
suppose ‘frustrating’ could be the word | am looking 
for . . . but it does save on the phone bills. She is always 
on hand, and it is nice to work from home!’ And it is a 
nice home to work from, being an old farm, about 30 
miles from Nashville, where he lives with Patsy and 
three of his four kids - the other one is off playing drums 
for a band in Memphis. On the farm, he has a whole 
batch of dogs, cats and chickens, but probably the pride 
of Bruce's livestock are the horses he breeds, some of 
which have attained championship level, and Ed 
considers himself a horseman - not a cowboy. 


@ Although the man speaks a bit faster than Chet 
Atkins, at least he does not talk as fast as Chas & Dave 
on Sideboard, so | managed to keep up with my notes, 
as he warmed to his subject and started the interview 
proper. | asked about why it has taken so long for him to 
tour here after his success at Wembley, three years 
previously, and | was amazed to hear he had never 
actually seen any reviews from that performance, but 
had been pleased with the audience reaction. ‘We were 
discussing a tour immediately after that show,’ he 
replied, ‘but | guess we made a mistake when we were 
negotiating . .. we asked for money!’ The twinkle was 
in his eye and he was quick to go on to say, he knew 
how much the Wembley Festival had helped to promote 
country music in Britain, but... ‘we couldn't agree 
terms for a tour.’ 


First and Foremost a 
Songwriter . .. 


@ If you pin Ed Bruce down and actually ask him to 
choose which of the activities he is involved in is the most 
important to him, he will admit it is the songwriting side, 
and there are many top names in music, grateful this is 
so. He has written hits for Tanya Tucker, ‘Texas When | 
Die’ and ‘The Man That Turned My Momma On’; for 
Waylon & Willie, ‘Mamma Don't Let Your Babies Grow 
Up To Be Cowboys’; for another act which starred at the 
last Peterborough Festival, Dave Dudley, ‘Working 
Man’s Prayer’, which was also a success for Tex Ritter; 
and he also wrote, ‘See The Big Man Cry’, which finally 
established Charlie Louvin as a solo act after his brother 
Ira died, and for which he got his first BMI award. Two 
other ladies to benefit from his songwriting are Kitty Wells 
with ‘Too Much Love Between Us’, and Crystal Gayle, 
who scored with ‘Restless’. Before that, he had hits in the 
seventies by Kenny Price, and it was the fact that he 
wrote the B side of Tommy Roe’s pop hit, ‘Sheila’, that 
was to take him to Nashville in the first place, although 
success wasn't about to happen then. 


The Singer Not The Song. 


@ So, as any good ‘Bruce’ would, he hung in there to 
try, try again, which also applies to his recording career. 
Ed may now put most of the emphasis on the 
songwriting side, but a quick look through his recordings 
shows these have almost the same high level of 
achievement. Back in the late fifties, when Johnny Cash 
was still on the label, Ed was produced, for Sun 
Records, by Jack Clement. When he was only just a 
teenager, he picked and sang with a group of musos 
which included, Bill Black and Scotty Moore, who, 
history shows, helped create the Elvis sound. Also in the 
same lineup was horn player, Ace Cannon. 


@ If you are lucky enough to get hold of a copy of his 
first album for RCA, you will find a line note by Ralph 
Emery, then of WSM Radio, who used to say on his 
late-night show, ‘There's a kid in Memphis sellin’ cars, 
who can outsing most country singers in the business 
today!’ 


@ Later Ed moved to Monument, then United Artists, 
and then on to Epic and MCA, before finally coming full 
circle, back to RCA. However, I've left out one important 
aspect, Ed is the complete antithesis of Charley Pride, 
being the only white man to be signed up with a black 
label, when, in the early sixties, he recorded on the 
Wand/Sceptre label, along with Dionne Warwick, The 
Shirelles, Chuck Johnson, and others. It was not soul 
music which gave him the hits, but being right where he 
had always been, writing ‘American’ - albeit - 
country music. 


@ For apart from the hits he had for other people, he 
proved he could glide smoothly through the American 
charts with songs like’ ‘Everything's A Waltz’ (and you 
have to dance well when you're his size, or someone's 
toes are gonna be sore!), ‘Girls, Women and Ladies’, 
‘After All’, ‘You're The Best Break This Ol’ Heart Ever 
Had’, and ‘My First Taste Of Texas’, some of which he 
wrote himself, and some of which he had presented to 
him by other songwriters. However, when you see Ed 
perform, you always realise the importance he puts to 
the songwriting, for he never fails to mention who wrote 
any particular song. In fact, it is something he can get 
real touchy about. When ‘Mama Don't Let Your Babies 
Grow Up To Be Cowboys’ first got nominated for a 
Grammy award, the writers were mistakenly credited as 
Waylon & Willie. As | said, he is a big man to upset, and | 
can only say, no mistake in the history of country music 
has been rectified quicker! Ed now has a special 
sympathy for that song, because he feels it had a social 
impact far above the level of a simple sonq 


Putting Ed In The Picture. 


@ The third part of Ed's career and probably the reason 
he is best known in Britain is his acting in films and on 
television. We first saw him here in ‘The Chisholms’, 
where he appeared in three of the six episodes, but more 
recently he was on our TV screens regularly, as Sheriff, 
opposite James Garner, in the Bret Maverick series, and, 
we're told, there's more to come. He also features in the, 
now completed, ‘The Last Days Of Frank & Jessie 
James’, starring Johnny Cash and Kris Kristofferson 
(awaiting release at the time of writing). This ts 
appropriate, as. Ed went out of his way to inform me, 
because Frank and Jessie James went on raids to the 
rest of the States from Nashville (which is more or less 
what Ed does, but his raids are stealing credits in the 
music charts!). 


@ Another Western theme film waiting for a UK release, 
is the Disney movie, ‘Down The Long Hills’. Ed 
expresses much pleasure in starring with Jack Elam, the 
famous character actor; an experience he happily 
describes as, ‘The apprentice being taught by the 
master!’ 


Past . . Present . . Future 


@ | think what I've written previously to this point, 
shows Ed Bruce has had a varied past. and his present 
is running very much the same. . . he’s still juggling 
three careers together, keeping up the songwriting, 
performing and acting, and one of the things which 
points to the fact that he does it so successfully is, he 
manages to keep his bands around him for so long. 


@ Atthe time of the 1986 Peterborough Festival, ‘Night 
Things’ was his current album which was doing well in 
the States. The single, ‘Nights’, taken from it. was also 
riding high. Despite having a forties feel to it, Ed 
explained it was a new song by Byron Hill and Tony 
Hillier, and it had been picked because of that feel. He 
also told me, he listens to a lot of other writers’ songs 
before deciding exactly what to put on an album, but 
now the songs go through a lot of screening before they 
get to him. An interesting point is, Ed’s own songwriting 
technique involves him usually finding the hook first and 
then writing to it. He does not really write to a special 
concept, although occasionally he is asked to write 
songs for certain projects. 


@ The ‘Night Things’ album was unique in that for the 
first time in his career, it contained duets with Lynn 
Anderson (which is something Ed was very pleased 
with), and those of you who attended the 1986 
Peterborough Festival had a chance to witness these in 
a live performance. 
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@ The future? Ed thought long and hard before 
answering. and finally replied, ‘| can't honestly say. | 
can’t really plan that way - just take one step at a time. 
Ideally, | would like it to continue in the same way it has, 
and not to have to make a choice, as | like all aspects of 
my work. but | suppose it will depend on what offers 
arise." 


@ On the future of country music, particularly the 
campaign in Britain, ‘Forget The Wagon Wheels’, he was 
more forthcoming. Ed Bruce told us he thinks there 
should be room in the music for all tastes. ‘| only hope 
those with power in the industry, don’t forget where those 
wagon wheels got them!’ ... that really says it all, | 
suppose. ‘There are certain acts | am resentful of, but the 
industry has evolved technically, and has a broader 
scope, and I do not see anything wrong in country music 
having crossover hits. But crossover hits should not be 
aimed for, and the music shouldn't be contrived.’ 


Commercial Success 


@ But Ed Bruce has known commercial success. 
Indeed one of the faces and voices | heard the most. 
when | was on my last trip to the States, was his. Not just 
in westerns, not just on country music stations, not just 
at major shows, but on commercial spots on TV and 
radio, and also staring from the hoardings extolling to us 
the virtues of United Airlines, Burger King, Kawasaki, 
etc. Just another case of try. try, try again. 


@ 1987 will see Ed Bruce make his third thrust at the 
British market, as a country songwriter/performer. | 
advise you to go out of your way to catch the show. 
because it won't be a case of ‘This Is The Last Cowboy 
Song’ . . . ormy name isn’t DICK GREEN! 


He sings about Texas, — 
cowboys and mamas 
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THE BEAT 
FARMERS 


Pre Coffey 


@ JUST as the sixties were about to 
surrender to the seventies, a new 
strain of rock ‘n’ roll-fused country 
music evolved, on the West coast. 
which. while claiming a substantial 
rock following. was considered far too 
heretic. by the country fraternity. 
Since then. those bands and 
individuals. who created 
contemporary country rock. have not 
only gained wide acceptance within 
the confines of country music, many 
are belatedly revered for their 
foresight. 


@ Now. in the eighties. the same 
location is spawning, yet another 
progression. which takes a lead from 
country rock. but. as well as the pre- 
(and immediately) post- “British 
Invasion’ rock influences of its 
predecessor. also incorporates the 
essence of later innovations. Despite 
ovious country roots, the majority of 
those involved. who. like their 
antecedents. are already given 
credence in a more susceptible rock 
world. will have to wait for acclaim 
from less responsive country circles, 
until all but a handful of hardy 
Survivors are long gone. 


@ Some. such as Lone Justice. and 
the more ethnic. hillbilly-inclined. 
Dwight Yoakam, have found relatively 
immediate country success. but the 
likes of the Long Ryders. Green On 
Red. Jason & The Scorchers, and 
many others will only be bathed in 
retrospective glory. years hence. That 
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will probably also apply to a band - its 
name reflecting as it does. a mixture 
of urban and rural influences: a 
perfect summation of its music - The 
Beat Farmers. 


@ The Beat Farmers draw inspiration 
intuitively, rather than methodically. 
from widely varied sources, from 
Woodie Guthrie. Hank Williams and 
Johnny Cash. via Chuck Berry. Bob 
Dylan, the Byrds, and Gram Parsons, to 
the Lovin’ Spoonful, Creedence 
Clearwater Revival and the Velvet 
Underground. This can be attributed to 
the totally differing backgrounds of 
each member. but while they all bring 
their particular preferences to bear 
within the Beat Farmers’ distinctive 
sound, the united common interest is 
“American roots music’. 


@ They have a devil-may-care, enjoy 
it or bust. attitude to life. reflecting in 
their music, and couldn't give a hoot 
for fame or fortune. as long as they 
enjoy what they do. They're just ‘four 
long-time friends, who quit their 
respective bands. pooled their 
resources, and built a musical unit. 
shaped by common sense, instead of 
market calculation. The Beat farmers 
would exist. no matter what. making 
music they honestly love and will 
continue to play. regardless of mass 
acceptance. 


@ ‘Country’ Dick Montana (vocals. 
drums, guitar, accordian, piano), a big. 
loud, raucously humorous man of 
undisclosed age (and. for legal 
reasons, true identity) with a 
Budweiser distillery for a stomach. He 
spent much of his life on the road. first 
with his father, a manager and 
promoter for several early country acts. 
Then with bands like, The Penetrators, 
Pleasure Barons, and Snuggle 
Bunnies. He was, he says, ‘convinced 
that the roots music he grew up with 
would make a huge comeback’. He 
searched tirelessly for the ‘inspired 
musicians, who could rock. country & 
western. roadhouse rock, folk and 
blues, into one honest. reckless, 
sincere. fun. loud and filthy package. 
that's hard but tender, and forceful vet 
loving’. 


@ Such qualifications are hardly ten- 
a-penny, but he eventually met up with 
Jerry ‘Don't call me Cheese Lips’ 
Raney (vocals, guitar. drums, harp). 
Abandoned as a child. he was 
informally adopted by migrant farm 
workers and raised in Imperial County. 
Calif.. before running off to San Diego. 
aged 14. to start a series of bands. 
culminating with The Shames. Having 
backed Chuck Berry. on a 1982 tour. 
The Shames were beginning to receive 
“considerable attention’, and the ‘big 
boys in Hollywood were serving up 
some big talk’. Just as things were 
Starting to look good. Jerry received ‘a 
disturbing ‘phone call from Mr 
Montana’. 


@ Then came Buddy ‘Hothead’ Blue 
(vocals, guitar. harp. drums, etc). A 
mean. moody delinquent from the 
slums of Syracuse. New York, he had 
been expelled from school for 
“brutalising the student body 
President’. He later ‘spent time in 
various juvenile detention 

centres’ prior to being taken at 16, to 
San Diego by his mother, to ‘remove 
him from a destructive atmosphere’. 


After picking with various rock and 
country bands. he formed the Rockin’ 
Roulettes, and was doing reasonably 
well. until ‘the advent of the Stray Cats 
got him pigeon-holed with a rockabilly 
tag’. Rebelling against such 
limitations. he was about to move on to 
New Orleans. when yes, you've 
guessed. Country Dick called. 


@ The full complement was 
inaugurated by Rolle ‘Slut’ Dexter 
(electric and acoustic bass). He is the 
only genuine farmer in the band, 
having been raised on his 
grandfather's farm in Southfork. 
Missouri, where ‘friends and family 
would gather for the Saturday night 
hoot’. presided over. by his father's 
Jug Band. This fuelled his love for 
hillbilly music, which ‘grew 
progressively stronger’, until he 
auditioned as bassist with the Rockin’ 
Roulettes. where he ‘grew accustomed 
to sleeping on floors. and being 
nourished through generic macaroni 
and cheese’. Then, just when he 
thought he couldn't get any lower. he 
got the word from Country Dick. 


@ Band formed. they spent early 
1983 writing and rehearsing. Then. in 
mid-August. chanced playing in front 
of the forty-capacity crowd. at the 
Spring Valley Inn. in the little desert 
town of El Centro. which. Country Dick 
notes is ‘filthy. real tiny. always full of 
bikers. beat up old ladies. and people 
falling off stools and screaming at 
each other’. He then enthuses. ‘| go 
down there all the time’. They had to 
move a pool table out of the way to set 
up. and played. nameless. to regulars 
for over a month. However. it was to 
Spring Valley Inn, that Rhino 

Records Executive, Gary Stewart. 
made the 140-mile drive to see them. 


@ Soon after. due to ‘overcrowding 
and police harassment’, the Beat 
Farmers moved to Bodies, ‘a larger 
dive bar’, in San Diego. There they 
“enjoyed the use of of a real stage. 
dance floor. and tables’. In September 
1984. ‘without demo tapes. lawyers. 
or even contacting any major 

labels . . . not the way it’s supposed 
to be done’. they recorded their first 
album for Rhino. ‘Tales Of The New 
West (released in th UK on Demon 
Records, FIEND 39) was. according to 
the handout, an album ‘they are proud 
of and feel represents their group as 
well as one record can’. adding. 
‘they're also conceited (or simple) 
enough to believe. whatever they like. 
millions of others will also enjoy’. 


@ Their confidence was justified. The 
album. produced by Mark Linett and 
Los Lobos . Steve Berlin. was a critical 
success. proving the music they 
played. ‘regardless of mass 
acceptance . was viable beyond El 
Centro or San Diego dives. and while 
underlining a cross-pollination of 
influences. showed the development of 
a totally individual manner. The 
strength of Raney’s and Blue's original 
material. spirited covers of John 
Stewart and Springsteen songs. 
coupled with backup vocals by the 
Long Ryders’. Sid Griffin. Rank & 
File’s, Kinman brothers, the Bangles’. 
Vicki Peterson and others. plus. of 
course. raw Montana humour. resulted 
in a striking vinyl debut. 


@ By January 1985. the Beat Farmers 
had ‘moved residency to the 
prestigious, five-hundred-seat 
Bacchanal night club. performing 
Wednesday to Saturday, all night long’ 
and from opening spots with the 
Blasters, Los Lobos, Leon Russell, 
Commander Cody etc. progressed to 
headlining their first US tour. That 
summer. they invaded Britain, fora 
month-long tour. Whilst they were 
here. they cut a six-track mini album. 
‘Glad ‘N’ Greasy’ (Demon VEX 5). at 


London's Elephant Studios. produced - 


heaven help them - by Colin Fairley 
and Bob Andrews. 


@ Adding to the chaos. the studio was 
also cluttered by notorious latter-day 
troubador. Loudon Wainwright Ill. also 
Dave Alvin and Gene Taylor of the 
Blasters, and Green On Red vocalist. 
Dan Stuart. These. as an All Ugly 
American Choir. added backup singing 
(11!) on Country Dick's raucous 
rendition of Rod McKuen’s ‘Beat 
Generation’. Montana also took 
decidedly tongue-in-cheek steps up 
“big Rock Candy Mountain’. and 
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adopted his best pseudo-Johnny Cash 
stance for ‘Death Train’. while the 
remaining tracks. Blue's ‘Glad ‘N’ 
Greasy’, Raney’s ‘Delayed Reaction’. 
and a mind-blowing version of Neil 
Young's ‘Powderfinger’. were hot 
country rockers with more than a trace 
of ‘back porch’ roots. 


@ Just three months after returning to 
the States, the band gained a recording 
deal with the major MCA/Curb label 
and before embarking on a sixty-day 
jaunt. was in the studios again. This 
time it was Indigo Ranch. in Malibu. to 
cut the recently-issued. ‘Van Go’ 
(MCA/Curb MCF 3326). A veritable 
feast of delight. which lives up to the 
precedent set by previous offerings and 
more. The vital lyrics and engrossing 
music absorb an even deeper sense of 
the Beat Farmers’ motivation than 
before: stirring images which. rather 
than reflecting influences. are far more 
individual. 


@ Jerry Raney pours conviction into 
the self-written. ‘Riverside’. and ‘Buy 
Me ACar’. while Buddy Blue cuts loose 
on two of his own songs. ‘Seven Year 
Blues’, and a sardonic. yet jaunty dig at 
modern social ethics. Gun Sale At The 
Church’. The latter also takes lead ona 
new cut of ‘Powderfinger (scheduled 
for single release in November). and to 
his own scathing. bottleneck picking 
on. ‘Blue Chevrolet’. written by the 
Electric Sons’. Paul Kaminski. as was 
“Road Of Ruin’. fronted by Raney. 
Country Dick. as ever. adds a touch of 
refinement. as his deep. resonant 
tones tackle “| Want You. Too’. anda 
bawdy eulogy to his not too desirable- 
sounding lady. whom he met in the 
men’s room of an El Centro bar. ‘Big 
Ugly Wheels’. Then sanity returns for 
‘Deceiver’. and ‘Bigger Fool Than Me’. 
to make a brilliant album complete. 


@ On the visual - as well as the 
musical - front. a brand new home 


video release. ‘The Beat Farmers - 


Live’ (Embassy EV/EB 1233) features 
much of their album material. plus 
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otherwise unavailable items like 
Blue's slow. bluesy ‘Dallas’. and a 
couple of slices of Country Dick's 
manic. homespun philosophy. 
‘Lakeside Trailer Park’. and ‘One Dyin’ 
And A Buryin” (to belive his antics. 
watch them. they can't be explained). It 
was recorded at Universal Studios’ 
Screen Test Theatre. in Los Angeles. in 
front of a live crowd. This artistically 
executed video contains fifty seven 
minutes of uninterrupted music 
(featuring nineteen. as opposed to the 
fifteen tracks listed on the cover). lots 
of action. and. being pure Beat 
Farmers. excitement from start to 
finish. keeping the old rewind button in 
hourly use. 


@ Atthe beginning of this year. Buddy 
Blue quit the band, and although he is 
obviously missed. Country Dick quips, 
‘the sonovabitch apparently didn't like 
us anymore. he just had to go’. His 
replacement, San Fransisco-raised 
Joey ‘Mudbone’ Harris. spent three 
years as John Stewart's lead guitarist. 
He was also one of Montana's Snuggle 
Bunnies and. among other things, had 
an acoustic duo with Paul Kamanski, 
which grew into the Electric Sons. 
Then. after a severe headbutting from 
Country Dick. ‘accepted the Beat 
Farmers’ proposition’. 


@ Joey says nervously of his 
predecessor. ‘I'm glad he didn’t kill 
me’, and after intense rehearsal, he 
made his debut on the band's ‘heavy 
South West and West Coast tour’. That 
commenced in February. and by the 
time they came over to London's Mean 
Fiddler for an Independence Day 
shindig. Harris was a fully inaugurated 
member. 


@ The Beat Farmers have come a long 
way from El Centro to ‘Van Go’. but, 
even as they ready themselves for the 
imminent chart blitz of Powderfinger’. 
they're not too big to sincerely thank all 
those ‘sleazy. sweaty. and drunk 
friends’ who helped drag them 
screaming out of the dives. 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP — JAN 1987 


REBA McENTIRE 
WHAT AM | GONNA DO ABOUT YOU 
MCF 3346 
WHY NOT TONIGHT: WHAT AM | GONNA DO 
ABOUT YOU: LOOKIN’ FOR A NEW LOVE 
STORY: TAKE ME BACK: MY MIND IS ON 
YOU: LET THE MUSIC LIFT YOU UP: | HEARD 
HER CRYIN’: NO SUCH THING: ONE 
PROMISE TOO LATE: TILL IT SNOWS IN 

MEXICO. 


At the time of writing. both the title 
track and the album were climbing 
the USA Billboard charts. While. 
hopefully. the release in the UK of 
Reba's latest album will go some 
way to gaining her the recognition 
here, this lovely well deserves. 


This is an album of class country. 
smooth enough for popular 
acclaim. yet still retaining a good 
solid country sound which will 
appeal to the die-hard country 
music fans. ‘What Am | Gonna Do 
About You’ is a superb track. and 
Reba's bluesy vocals make this 
slow and sultry number a real gem: 
while on the up-tempo side. the 
bright and breezy ‘Why Not 


Tonight’ and the bouncy ‘Take Me 
Back’ deserve special mention. 


Ricky Solomen’s fiddle lends a nice 
down-home sound to the Paul 
and Gene Nelson number. ‘No 
Such Thing’. Two other standout 
tracks are the poignant. ‘| Heard 
Her Crying’. from the pen of Karen 
Staley. and a truly beautiful song by 
Gordon Payne and Roger Lavoie. 
‘Till It Snows In Mexico’. all about 
undying love. 


JOHN SCHNEIDER 
TAKE THE LONG WAY HOME 
MCA MCF 3348 

AT THE SOUND OF THE TIME: THE BROKEN 
PROMISE LAND: SHE'S READY FOR 
SOMEONE TO LOVE HER: SOUNDS LIKE 
SOMETHING | WOULD SAY: BETTER CLASS 
OF LOSERS: GETTIN’ EVEN: THE AUCTION: 
THIS TIME: JUST WHEN: TAKE THE LONG 
WAY HOME. 


JOHNNY CASH 
BELIEVE IN HIM 
Word WST R 9678 
BELIEVE IN HIM: ANOTHER WIDE RIVER TO 
CROSS: GOD AIN'T NO STAINED GLASS 
WINDOW: OVER THERE: THE OLD RUGGED 
CROSS: MY CHILDREN WALK IN TRUTH: 
YOU'RE DRIFTIN’ AWAY: BELSHAZZAR: HALF 
A MILE A DAY: ONE OF THESE DAYS I'M 
GONNA SIT DOWN AND TALK TO PAUL. 


Johnny Cash's religious convictions 
shine through on this extremely 
enjoyable gospel album, on the 
Word label. Five of the songs were 
penned by Johnny. ranging from 
‘Belshazzar’, a number he first 
recorded back in his early days on 
the Sun label, to the hand-clapping. 
gospel-style of ‘Another Wide River 
To Cross’-one of half a dozen 
numbers on which Johnny is joined 
by The Cathedral Quartet. 


Cash's gospel songs manage to put 
across their religious message. 
without becoming cloying or tacky. 
as a listen to ‘My Children Walk In 
Truth’ or ‘Half A Mile A DAy’ will bear 
out. To add alittle icing to this album. 
Johnny is joined by Jessi Colter, on 


This. | am informed. is the ninth 
album from ex-Dukes Of Hazard 
star. John Schneider, whose good 
looks and deep voice have already 
set many female hearts a-flutter. 
‘Take The Long Way Home’ is an 
album on traditional country themes 


a lovely version of that gospel 
classic, ‘The Old Ruged Cross’. 


Recorded in Nashville. with Pete 
Drake. on steel: Earl Ball and ‘Pig’ 
Robbins. on piano: and Jerry 
Douglas. on dobro - to name just a 
few of the fine musicians featured - 
this gospel album has a lot more 
country about it than many albums 
currently released under _ the 
auspices of country music. Available 
on album and cassette. don’t pass it 
over just because of its gospel tag. 


SIR DOUGLAS QUINTET 

THE COLLECTION 
CGSLP 133 
MENDOCINO: AND IT DIDN'T EVEN BRING ME 
DOWN: AT THE CROSSROADS: NEUVO 
LAREDO: WASTED DAYS AND WASTED 
NIGHTS: SHE'S ABOUT A MOVER: OLD 
HABITS DIE HARD: YOU'RE GONNA MISS ME: 
SHEILA TEQUILA: TONITE, TONITE: BORDER 
WAVE: WHO'LL BE THE NEXT IN LINE: IT WAS 
FUN WHILE IT LASTED: DOWN ON THE 
BORDER: | KEEP WISHING FOR YOU: 
REVOLUTIONARY WAYS: DYNAMITE 
WOMAN: STONED FACES DON'T LIE: TEXAS 
ME: MAGIC ILLUSION: SONG OF 
EVERYTHING: YOU NEVER GET TOO BIG 
AND.. 


‘What Am | Gonna Do’ is a prime 
example of how to make a 
commercial sounding album. with 
crossover appeal. and still turn out 
excellent country music. As far as 
I'm concerned. the delightful Reba 
McEntire has gained another fan - 
me! Available on cassette MCFC 
3346. 


of lost love - ‘Sound Of The Tone’: 
cheatin’ - ‘Broken Promise Land’: 
and broken dreams with ‘The 
Auction’ - a rather depressing tale 
about the sale of Daddy's farm 


My favourites are. ‘Ready For 
Someone To Love Her’. with a 
shuffle rhythm which brings a nice 
change of pace to a rather. slow- 
moving album, and ‘Better Class Of 
Losers’. on which John gets some 
help from a couple of country 
heavyweights in the shape of 
Waylon Jennings and Johnny Cash. 


‘Take The Long Way Home’ was 
recorded at Sound Stage Studios 
and features. among others. the 
talents of Emory Gordy Jr, Larry 
Byrom. Reggie Young and Lisa 
Silver. With John Schneider's TV 
fame. this album should get a fair 
amount of airplay on non-country 
programmes, which should help 
both John and country music in 
general. Like the other new MCA 
releases, this is also available on 
cassette. no. MCFC 3348. 


If you like country rock. Texas-style. 
then this double album on Castle 
Communications Collector Series is 
well worth looking out for. Originally 
issued on the USA Takoma label, as 
‘The Best Of Sir Douglas Quintet & 
Border Wave’. ‘The Collection’ 
features among others. Augie 
Meyers. on organ; Alvin Crow. on 
guitar and vocals: Speedy Sparks. 
on bass: and Johnny Perez on 
drums. 


The music is a combination of 50's 
and 60's Tex-Mex. western swing, 
blues and country. combined with a 
driving rock and roll rhythm. 
Alongside the Doug Sahm classics. 
such as ‘Mendicino’. ‘Sheila 
Tequila’, ‘She's About A Mover’ and 
‘It Was Fun While It Lasted’. are 
good versions of Freddie Fender's 
‘Wasted Days & Wasted Nights’. 
and the Buck Hancock classic. ‘| 
Keep Wishing For You’. 


Highly recommended for those with 
adventurous tastes in music. and 
great boogie music for parties. Grab 
yourself a slice of alternative 
country music, courtesy of Doug 
Sahm and his Sir Douglas Quintet. 


OUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP OFF THE RECORD 


T BONE BURNETT 

T BONE BURNETT 

MCA MCF 3347 
RIVER OF LOVE: POISON LOVE: SHAKE 
YOURSELF LOOSE: NO LOVE AT ALL: 
ANNABELLE LEE: | REMEMBER: LITTLE 
DAUGHTER: OH NO DARLING: TIME: THE 
BIRD THAT | HELD IN MY HAND 


Life is full of surprises and this 
album from T Bone Burnett is one 
of the more pleasant ones. Now. 
like me. you may well be asking. ‘T 
Bone who?’ Unfortunately. the 
publicity blurb accompanying this 
release isn't a great help. other 
than to inform that he has had a 
previous album release. ‘Truth 
Decay’. and he recently produced 
Elvis Costello's ‘King Of America’ 


This latest album contains five and 
a third T Bone originals - the third 
being ‘The Bird That ! Held In My 
Hand’ co-written with Bob Neuwirth 
and Billy Swan. Of the T Bone 


originals. ‘River Of Love’ and 
‘Shake Yourself Loose’ are 
standout tracks. while his 


reworking of the 1951 Johnny & 
Jack hit. ‘Poison Love’. is well 
worth a listen 


Billy Swan and David Hidalgo help 
out on the vocals. while Byron 
Berline adds some great fiddle 
music to Jerry Douglas’ superb 
dobro and lap steel. There are 
touches of folk and blues mingled 
in this fine country album. | highly 
recommend you give it a hearing. 
then. like me. you could become a 
T Bone Burnett fan. Also available 
on cassette MCFC 3347 


ROY ACUFF 
TWO DIFFERENT WORLDS 
Sundown SDLP 028 
WABASH CANNONBALL: BLUE EYES CRYING 
IN THE RAIN: THE GREAT SPECKLED BIRD: 
TWO DIFFERENT WORLDS: THE WRECK ON 
THE HIGHWAY: JOLE BLON: PINS & 
NEEDLES: THE PRECIOUS JEWEL: FIREBALL 
MAIL: NO ONE WILL EVER KNOW: BACK IN 
THE COUNTRY. 


What can one say about this album? 
Roy Acuff has been an important 
and respected figure in country 
music for over forty years. and this 
album is a veritable slice of country 
music history. with eleven tracks - 
and every one a classic. 


‘The Great Speckled Bird’ and 
‘Wabash Cannonball’ were 
recorded by Roy. way back in 1936: 
while ‘The Wreck On The Highway’ 
and ‘Fireball Mail’ date from 1942. 
With Roy's stone country voice and 
the superb dobro playing of Bashful 
Brother Oswald shining through. 
this is country music for the purists. 
Just listen to the life and enjoyment 
contained in ‘The Wabash 
Cannonball’ and ‘Fireball Mail’. or 
the sentiment in ‘Blue Eyes Crying 
In The Rain’. Like many country 
singers. Roy Acuff is a deeply 
religious person. and expresses 
some of that feeling in ‘The Precious 
Jewel’ and ‘The Great Speckled 
Bird’. Closing track is a belting 
version of ‘Back In The Country’. 
and certainly Roy Claxton Acuff has 
never left the country in either heart 
or song! 


CONNIE FRANCIS 
LOVE 'N’ COUNTRY 
Contour CN 2081 


MY HAPPINESS: THIS GIRL’S IN LOVE WITH — 


YOU: I'M SORRY | MADE YOU CRY: WHAT'S 
WRONG WITH MY WORLD: I'M A FOOL TO 
CARE: PLEASE HELP ME I'M FALLING: MANY 
TEARS AGO: | CAN'T STOP LOVING YOU: YOU 
ALWAYS HURT THE ONE YOU LOVE: IF | 
DIDN'T CARE: BREAKING IN A BRAND NEW 
BROKEN HEART: IF YOU EVER CHANGE 
YOUR MIND: SEND ME THE PILLOW THAT 
YOU DREAM ON: EVERYBODY'S 
SOMEBODY'S FOOL: MY HEART CRIES FOR 
YOU. 


When | first heard Connie Francis 
more years ago than | care to admit 
to. her plaintive voice sent tingles 
down my teenage spine. and | can 
honestly say her voice still has the 
same effect on me. all these years 
later. 


On Love 'N’ Country, the accent is 
more on love. than country. The 
country numbers are all smooth. 
lush productions. emphasised by 
sweeping strings and chorales. On 
‘Please Help Me I'm Falling, and 
‘Send Me The Pillow That You 
Dream On’. Connie is joined by a 
young-sounding Hank Williams Jr. 
whose vocal contributions are a 
million miles away from his current 
rock/country sound. If you want an 
album of nostalgia. laced with 
country leanings, then give it a 
listen 
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NASHVILLE FEVER 
CATCH NASHVILLE FEVER 
Cassette Only 

THE BALLAD OF BILLY & THE WIDOW: 
CATCHING THE TEARDROPS: WE RAN OUT 
OF LOVING: WHO'D CHECK OUT THE 
HEARTACHES: SUBURBAN BOURBON BLUES: 
WHEN A COWBOY SINGS A LOVE SONG: HER 
ARMS (THEY TOLD ME): FROM HERE TOA 
STAR: BROKEN HEARTS & FADED ROSES: 
WHEN THE RHINESTONES BITE THE DUST. 


British country music receives 
another well-deserved shot in the 
arm with the release of this cassette 
from Nashville Fever. containing ten 
original songs. written by band 
member. Colin Ford. Lead vocals 
are shared between drummer, Ken 
Dunning: ‘Catching The Teardrops’ 
and ‘When A Cowboy Sings A Love 
Song’: bass guitarist. Ali Thorn: ‘Her 
Arms (They Told Me)’: with the 
aforementioned Colin Ford taking 
the remainder 


This is yet another release where | 
found it hard to pick out favourites as 
all the songs are well-crafted 
examples of good. modern country 
music. The musicianship is of a very 
high standard. which complements 
the solid vocals 


One band member | haven't 
mentioned is Roy Bell. whose 
sterling work on electric and steel 
guitar and dobro. keeps this tape 
firmly in a country vein. Finally. I've 
decided my favourite is that tribute to 
the bottle. ‘Suburban Bourbon 
Blues’ . . . greatstuff. Ifyoucan't get 
hold of the band to get a copy. then 
you can buy it for £4. from the fan 
club at. 73 Bodacara Way. Liskeard. 
Cornwall. It's well worth every penny 
(or should | say pence?) 


WEST VIRGINIA 
10th ANNIVERSARY 
Cassette only 

ALL BECAUSE OF YOU: BUSTED: 
WONDERFUL TONITE: OLD FLAME BURNING: 
UNION MARE & CONFEDERATE GREY: SEND 
ME NO ROSES: FORT WORTH: CHARLIE: DO 
YOU RIGHT TONITE: | NEED YOU/THIS BOY. 


West Virginia celebrates its 10th 
anniversary with the release of this 
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cassette. and a very enjoyable way 
to celebrate it is! The four members 
of this popular band have come up 
with an interesting and enjoyable 
mixture of material. Indeed. 
probably the most exposed song on 
the tape is Paul Kennerley’s lively 
‘Union Mare & Confederate Grey’. 
while two songs. normally 
associated with Raymond Froqaatt. 
‘All Because Of You’ and ‘Charlie’. 
receive an extremely smooth and 
enjoyable treatment from the boys. 


It's hard to pick favourites off. when 
every track has its own appeal. but 
their interpretation of Clapton's 
‘Wonderful Tonite’. and the Eddie 
Rabbitt/Even Stevens song. ‘Do 
You Right Tonite’. are both worthy of 
aspecial mention. Allin all. 10th 
Anniversary is a credit to both West 
Virginia and to the British country 
music scene | suaqest if you can't 
qet hold of a copy locally. you should 
drop an SAE to the fan club at. 62 
Bankside. Banbury. Oxon 


KELVIN HENDERSON 
STILL ON A ROLL 
Cassette only 
TAKE ME TO THE HIGHWAY: SAGINAW. 
MICHIGAN: IF | DIDN'T HAVE YOU: PLEASE 
DON’T BURY ME: CALL ME THE BREEZE: 
WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE COWBOYS: 
HONKY TONK HEAVEN: THREE LEGGED MAN: 
NO ONE GOT THE BEST OF THIS DEAL: STILL 
ON A ROLL 


It's been five long years since 
Kelvin’s last album. Headlites. and 
although I've known for some time 
Still On A Roll was in the can. | did 
hear a preview of it. some six 
months back. So. it was with 
trepidation, | sat down to listen to the 
finished cassette. wondering if 
Kelvin Henderson could keep up 
the high standard he had set with 
his previous eight albums? The 
answer is yes. He has picked ten 
songs which don't suffer from over 
exposure. and has then utilised the 
talents of John Edmed on quitars 
George Kaye on fiddle. and Howard 
Tibble on drums. to come up with a 
winner 


Several of the tracks will already be 
familiar to Kelvin Henderson 
affectionados. For instance, the 
humorous ‘Three Legged Man’ 
was a recent single release for 
Kelvin, while J J Cales’ ‘Call Me 
The Breeze’ has long been an 
integral part of Kelvin’s stage act. 


Kelvin’s version of the Frizzell 
classic, ‘Saginaw, Michigan’ may 
upset a few purists by being more 
uptempo and gutsy than the 
original, while the title track, ‘Still 
On A Roll’, is a haunting period 
piece. There’s a romantic feel to 
‘Didn't Have You’ enhanced, as is 
the rest of the album, by Linda 
Page's backing vocals. With all 
tracks of such a high standard. | 
found it very hard to pick out a 
favourite, but finally settled on the 
driving, ‘Honky Tonk Heaven’. Still 
On A Rollis typically Kelvin 
Henderson - gutsy, aggressive, 
and country through and through. 
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Continued from previous page 


See eee 
BRITISH CASSETTE 


See eee 
THE FOSTER BOYS 


THE FOSTER BOYS ARE COMING 
Cassette only 
NORTHERN BOY: ANGEL OF THE NIGHT: 
SOLDIER GREY: LITTLE BIRD: COUNTRY 
CLOWN: BULL RUN: SEVERN VALLEY: 
CHILDHOOD DAYS OF FANTASY: 1M 
SORRY: PICK UP ON THE FREEWAY. 


One of my personal highlights of 
the recent Peterborough City 
Festival was hearing the Foster 
Boys performing their own original 
country music. Like that 
appearance, this cassette contains 
all original material. all written by 
Noel Dillon. who seems to share 
my fondness for sonas about the 
civil war: three appear here 


| had previously heard “Bull Run’ 
on the recent Pete Palmer album. | 
thought it was a good song then 
and hearina. now. the original by 
the Foster Boys. makes me 
appreciate just how much of a toe- 
tapper this is. Asong. I'm sure we'll 
hear of a lot more. The two other 
civil war songs. ‘Northern Boy’ and 
‘Soldier Grey’. are equally good. 
but perhaps not quite as instantly 
catchy. The cheeky (in more ways 
than one). ‘Country Clown’. is 
another standout track amona 
many. There's a reference toa 
Rattlesnake Annie tattoo. which. | 
hear. Annie was tickled pink at - 
she even asked to see the tattoo at 
Peterborouah! 


The sonas. ‘I’m Sorry’ and ‘Little 
Bird’ | would describe as 

beautiful Indeed. | can't find 
one track on this tape | don't like 
The backing is simple. allowina 
lead vocals and supporting 
harmonies to take pride of place. so 
the lyrics shine through. If you 
haven't yet had the chance to hear 
the Foster Boys. then | suqaest you 
seek out a copy of this cassette 
riaht away 


M G GREAVES 
& THE ROUSTABOUTS 


NEW COUNTRY 
MG 

WHEN I'M HOLDING YOU: SEVEN CARELESS 
NIGHTS: SIX GUNS: OLD PIANO KEYS: THE 
COLD NORTH SEA: FOR ONCE: PERHAPS: 
TOO OLD FOR POP: BLUE. BLUE WORLD: THE 
GOOD TIMES WE'LL MISS: ONLY FOOLS & 
DREAMERS. 


| know next to nothing about M G 
Greaves. bar the fact that he writes 
and sings a mean song. On New 
Country. he takes full writing credits 
on 9 tracks and co-credits on one. 
It's always nice when artistes have 
the confidence to record their own 
original material. 


Among the M G Greaves originals 
worth noting are ‘Six Guns'-a 
drivin’ toe-tapper with some rocking 
piano from Daniel | Wood: 
‘Perhaps’-a_ lively and catchy 
number: while the pace hots up for 
‘Too Old For Pop’. featuring the 
talents of Keith Cheesman on 
harmonica. ‘The Good Times We'll 
Miss’ is a moody and atmospheric 
little number, while ‘The Cold North 
Sea’ is a tale of life on the oil rigs. 
co-written with P A Webster. 


The whole tape has a full sound, and 
besides the aforementioned 
musicians. there are David Greaves 
on ‘guitars. David Eastwood on 
drums, and David Holly on steel. A 
definite. good example of the 
direction British country music is 
taking, and well worth searching out. 


OOOO00 
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— IMPORT PARADE —— 
Clive Wynes 


STEW CLAYTON 
DOWN HOME COUNTRY 
Sunshine SSCT 4016 

THE CANADIAN TRUCKER; THE BALLAD OF 
BILL DELORME; CRAZY PEOPLE; IN THE 
GOOD OLD WINTER TIME; BLUEGRASS 
BOB; MY OLD COTTAGE HOME; WHEN THE 
MAPLE LEAVES ARE FALLING; MY LITTLE 
ARTIC SWEETHEART; THE OAK LAKE 
ORDEAL; THE THRESHERMAN'S REUNION; 
THE YODELLING FARMER'S SONG; MY 
MANITOBA HOME: MOUNTAIN WONDER. 


STEW CLAYTON 
I'M PROUD TO BE COUNTRY 
Sunshine SSCT 4021 

I'M PROUD TO BE COUNTRY; BALLAD OF 
TWO BROTHERS; DEER HUNTER’S LAMENT; 
BALLAD OF JIMMIE RODGERS; TRIBUTE TO 
THE CARTER FAMILY; HOME TOWN 
RUMMAGE SALE; THAT OLD COUNTRY 
ORGAN; MEMORIES OF NOVA SCOTIA; GAY 
HARVEST WALTZ; TRIBUTE TO THE 
JACKSONS; POOR, POOR FARMER; GUILTY 
AS CHARGED; THE DRIFTER; THE OLD TIME 
FIDDLER’S BALL. 


Two great slices of authentic 
country music frem the Canadian 
balladeer, Stew Clayton, with a 
vocal style and simple sounding 
presentation reminiscent of Wilf 
Carter (Montana Slim). Fans of the 
yodel will love it as Stew yodels his 
way through ‘My Little Artic 
Sweetheart’, ‘The Thresherman’s 
Reunion’ and ‘The Yodelling 
Farmer’s Song’. As well as these 
traditional sounding yodels, story 
songs abound. There’s a Canadian 
‘Bonnie And Clyde’ with ‘The Oak 
Lake Ordeal’, as well as the true 
story of a famous fiddler on ‘The 
Ballad Of Bill Delorme’, while 
‘Bluegrass Bob’ is the story of old 
timey peformer Big Bob Fuller and 
his 70,000-odd record collection. 
‘The Canadian Trucker’ is Stew's 
latest single release and is raising a 
lot of well deserved interest for him 
back home. 


‘I’m Proud To Be Country’ is the title 
track of the second release and I’m 
proud to have this other slice of 
authentic country in my collection. 
Most of the songs are tributes to 
some of the greats of country music, 
with the title track praising Jimmie 
Rodgers, Vernon Dalhart, Wilf 
Carter, Hank Snow, Hank Williams 
etc., while Jimmie Rodgers and the 
Carter Family get their own 
individual tributes as well. 


A couple of the melodies are 
familiar. For example, ‘The Deer 
Hunter's Lament’ is very similar to 
‘The Battle Of New Orleans’, which 
was based on the ‘Eighth Of 
January’, a fiddle tune. ‘Home Town 
Rummage Sale’ owes a lot to ‘The 
Auctioneer’. 


From ‘The Gay Harvest Waltz’ to the 
lively ‘Poor, Poor Farmer’, this is 
great country nostalgia. Just listen to 
the fiddling on ‘The Old Time 
Fiddler's Ball’, great! 


For more information on these 
releases, contact Sunshine 

Records Ltd., 228 Selkirk Avenue, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R2W 2L6, 
Canada, or Stew Clayton at 

RR2, Manitou, Manitoba, ROG I60, 
Canada, not forgetting to include a 
couple of IRCs and mention ‘CMRU’. 


KATIE LEE 
FENCED 

Katydid Records 9883 
FENCED: RAYBURN CRANE: BILLY LE 
CROIX: RIDIN’ DOWN THE CANYON: MARIA 
CONSUELA: GALLO DE CIELO: WRECK THE 
NATION BUREAU SONG: THE GIANTS: BERT 
LOPER: OLD SAN ANTONIO ROAD: 
MORGAN: SUBURBAN COWBOY 


Available on cassette only. this 
latest release from Katie Lee runs 
to some sixty minutes and contains 


twelve songs about the Old West 
all written in a traditional folk/ 
country style 


The combination of Katie's clear 
sharp edqed voice and deceptively 
simple quitar. augmented by Ear! 
Edmondson on harmonica. David 
Holt on quitar and Esther Burton on 
flute, create a magical trip back in 
time that bears listening to time and 
time aqain 


The title track ‘Fenced’ is based on 
a poem by Charles Badger Clark. 
about the use of barbed wire in the 
West. with some nice harmonica 
from Earl Edmondson. while the 
Gene Autry/Smiley Burnett song 
‘Ridin’ Down The Canyon’ benefits 
from some sarcastic asides made 
by a real cowboy. Gail Steiger 


My favourites lie among the four 
songs penned by Nevada born Tom 
Russell. ‘Gallo De Cielo’ is a 
Mexican flavoured story song about 
a fighting rooster born in Heaven 
and is the equal of the famous ‘El 
Paso’. while ‘Billy Le Croix’ is about 
a young Canadian’s ambition to be 
a rodeo star. 

In ‘Bert Loper’, the star of the song 
is a river runner on the Colorado 
river. The final Tom Russell song 
‘Rayburn Crane’ tells about the 
disappearance of the rugged West. 


Austin based songwriter Tim 
Henderson contributes four songs. 
another Mexican number ‘Maria 
Consuela’. ‘Surburban Cowboy’, a 
satirical piece about people who 
have always been fenced. ‘Morgan’ 
a song about the great wheatfields 
of the West and those who work in 
them and ‘Old San Antonio Road’. 
about the late Hondo Crouch, who 
owned Luckenbach. Texas. 

| heartily recommend this tape to 
anyone who. like me. loves the 
simpler sounds of yesteryear. 


Katydid Records. PO Box 395. 
Jerome. Arizona 86331. USA. 


BRENDAN GILLAM 
ALL MY MUSIC 
GBM 1001 

JAMAICA; THE BLUES OF IT ALL; WORKING 
OVERTIME: MARIA; EVERYTHING'S GONNA 
BE ALRIGHT; HERE WE ARE: I'M GONNA BE 
WITH YOU TONIGHT; GAMES THAT LOVERS 
PLAY; SCHOOL DAYS; WE'RE GONNA BE 
DANCING; LOVE YOU'VE GOT A HOLD ON ME. 


Brendan Gillam is yet another new 
name tome and one thatis currently 
making an impression on the 


” airwaves in his native Canada. His 


gritty sounding vocals are the ideal 
vehicle for the eleven self penned 
originals on ‘All My Music’, The 
overall sound is contemporary 
country, mixed with a touch of blues 
for added effect. Several tracks 
benefit from the sweet sax playing of 
Chris Crossan. With a mixture of 
great bluesy sounding ballads such 
as, ‘Everything's Gonna Be Alright’ 
(Brendan's latest single, featuring 
some stylish vocals and haunting 
sax), or the fifties’ sounding, ‘The 
Blues Of It All’ complete with female 
doo wah chorale, or the up tempo 
‘Working Overtime’ with both style 
and vocals reminiscent of Sawyer 
Brown, asis the lively ‘We're Gonna 
Be Dancing’. 


Country blues comes to the fore on 
‘Games That Lovers Play’, a moody 
piece that demonstrates the class of 
Brendan as both writer and singer, 
while his first two singles, ‘Here We 
Are’ and ‘Love You've Got A Hold 
On Me' are just two more excellent 
ballads that deserve to be heard 
here. ‘All My Music’ is one hundred 
per cent Canadian product. It’s one 
that all Canadians can be justly 
proud of and is certainly one album 
that I’m proud to have in my 
collection. If you want it in yours and 
you like contemporary country (it 
should certainly be there) then drop 
aline to, GBM Records Inc, Box 917 
Streetsville, Missisauga, Ontario, 
Canada L5M 2C5 
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Compiled from a national sample of retail store 
and one-stop sales reports. 


ALBUMS 


TITLE 


ARTIST 
LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL (SUG. LIST PRICE)* 


THIS WEEK 
LAST WEEK 
WKS. ON CHART 


x * NO.1 * & 


5 weeks at No. One THE TOUCH 


STORMS OF LIFE 


Ei RANDY TRAVIS @ warner BROS. 1-25435 (8.98) 


ee 2 es 
@) aS EARL THOMAS CONLEY rca 5619.18 TOO MANY TIMES 
Qe 


REBA MCENTIRE mca 5807 WHAT AM! GONNA DO ABOUT YOU 


Ps [3 [5 [7 | mowsecssncewin =~ SRT | 


DWIGHT YOAKAM reprise 25372/WARNER BROS. (8.98) GUITARS, CADILLACS, ETC., ETC. 
GEORGE STRAIT @ mca 5750 (8.98) 


=—-| XN 


MONTANA CAFE 

WINE COLORED ROSES 
GUITAR TOWN 

OUT GOIN’ CATTIN’ 

ROCKIN’ WITH THE RHYTHM 
ON THE FRONT LINE 
PLAIN BROWN WRAPPER 
OUT AMONG THE STARS 
PARTNERS 

SURELY YOU JOUST 
PARTNERS 

GREATEST HITS 
GREATEST HITS 

| TELL IT LIKE IT USED TO BE 
LOVE WILL FIND ITS WAY TO YOU 
| ONLY WANTED YOU 
COUNTRIFIED 

JUST CAN'T SIT DOWN MUSIC 
TAKE THE LONG WAY HOME 
TWENTY YEARS OF DIRT 
SWEETHEARTS OF THE RODEO 
WHOEVER'S IN NEW ENGLAND 
LOOKING AHEAD 


HANK WILLIAMS, JR. warNer/curs 1-25412/WARNER BROS, (8.98) 
GEORGE JONES eric 40413 

STEVE EARLE mca 5713 (8.98) 

SAWYER BROWN caprrot/curs ST-12517/CAPITOL 


THE JUDDS @ rca/curs AHL1-7042/RCA (8.98) (CD) 
DAN SEALS em-america Pw 17231 

GARY MORRIS warner BROS. 1.25438 

MERLE HAGGARD eric 40107 

WILLIE NELSON covumaia Fc 39896 

RAY STEVENS wca 5789 

LARRY GATLIN AND THE GATLIN BROTHERS covumaia 40431 


EXILE epic Fe 40401 
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ALABAMA 4 RA AHL1-7170 (8.98) (CD) 

T GRAHAM BROWN capitot sT 12487 (8.98) 

LEE GREENWOOD mca 5770 

MARIE OSMOND captrov/cure sT-12516/CAPITOL 
JOHN ANDERSON warner BROS. 1-25373 

MEL MCDANIEL capiroi st 12528 

JOHN SCHNEIDER mca 5795 

NITTY GRITTY DIRT BAND warner sros. 1.25382 (8.98) 
SWEETHEARTS OF THE RODEO covumeia 40406 
REBA MCENTIRE mca 5691 (8.98) (CD) 

| 23 | BILLY JOE ROYAL atLantic/AMERICA 90508 


mi w 
fe] | 


SINGLES 


Compiled from a national sample of retail store 
and one-stop sales reports and radio playlists. 


TITLE LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTAK, Gals 


PRODUCER (SONGWRITER) 


B.LOGAN (T.BROWN, A.HARVEY) 


TOO MUCH IS NOT ENOUGH 


*x* NO.1 «* 


1 week at No. One @ T GRAHAM BROWN 
CAPITOL 5621 


BELLAMY BROTHERS WITH THE FORESTER SISTERS 
MCA/CURB 5291 7/MCA 


HANK WILLIAMS, JR. 
WARNER/CURB 7-28581/WARNER BROS 


E.GORDY.JR. (D.BELLAMY, R. TAYLOR) 


MIND YOUR OWN BUSINESS 
H.WILLIAMS. JR. 8. BECKETT... NORMAN (H.WILLIAMS) 


ba f[s |e |x| GIVE ME WINGS @ MICHAEL JOHNSON 
B.MAHER (R.FLEMING, D.SCHLITZ) RCA 14412 
fs |e]o fu] LOVE’S GONNA GET YOU SOMEDAY RICKY SKAGGS 
R.SKAGGS (C.CHAMBERS) EPIC 34-.06327 
®| 7 | 2 | WHAT AM | GONNA DO ABOUT YOU @ REBA MCENTIRE 
J.BOWEN,.R.MCENTIRE (D.GILMORE, B.SIMON, J ALLISON) MCA 52922 
DI ¢ | 15 | CRY MYSELF TO SLEEP THE JUDDS 
B.MAHER (P.KENNERLEY) RCA/CURB 5000-7/RCA 
| a | wo | is | WHAT YOU'LL DO WHEN I’M GONE WAYLON JENNINGS 
J.BOWEN,W JENNINGS (L.BUTLER) MCA 52915 
@D] 2 [iw] s| THEN IT’S LOVE DON WILLIAMS 
D.WILLIAMS,G.FUNDIS (D.LINDE) CAPITOL 5638 
dD] 6 | a | s | FALLIN’ FOR YOU FOR YEARS CONWAY TWITTY 
C.TWITTY,D.HENRY,R. TREAT (T.SEALS, M.REID) WARNER BROS 7-28577 
puta] a |u| IT AIN'T COOL TO BE CRAZY ABOUT YOU GEORGE STRAIT 
J.BOWEN (D.DILLON, R.PORTER) MCA 52914 
| 2 | 1 | 19 | STAND ON IT MEL MCDANIEL 
J.KENNEDY (B.SPRINGSTEEN) CAPITOL 5620 
(| 7 | 2 | w | HALF PAST FOREVER (TILL I'M BLUE IN THE HEART) T.G. SHEPPARD 
R.HALL (R.BYRNE, T.BRASFIELD) COLUMBIA ,38.06347 
| 4 | 15 | 20 | WALK THE WAY THE WIND BLOWS @ KATHY MATTEA 
A.REYNOLDS (T.P.O'BRIEN) MERCURY 884 978-7/POLYGRAM 
| 1 | 23 | 1 | BAD LOVE PAKE MCENTIRE 
M.WRIGHT (D.LINDE) RCA 5004.7 
| 20 | 25 | 13 | OH DARLIN’ THE O'KANES 
K.KANE, J.O"HARA (J.0'HARA. K KANE) COLUMBIA 38-06242 
OBnn YOU STILL. MOVE ME DAN SEALS 
K.LEHNING (D.SEALS) EMI-AMERICA 9851 
SHE THINKS THAT SHE'LL MARRY @ JUDY RODMAN 
T.WEST (J.ROOMAN, D.ORENDER) MTM 72076/CAPITOL 
ff 9 fa fas TOUCH ME WHEN WE'RE DANCING @ ALABAMA 
'H.SHEDD,ALABAMA (T.SKINNER, J.L WALLACE. K BELL) RCA 5003-7 
@D| 2 | | s | THE CARPENTER JOHN CONLEE 
B.LOGAN (G.CLARK) COLUMBIA 38-06311 
|| | 2 | 9 | OUT AMONG THE STARS MERLE HAGGARD 
B.MONTGOMERY (A.MITCHELL) EPIC 34-06344 
@®| | | 7 | LEAVE ME LONELY GARY MORRIS 
G.MORRIS.B.ALBERTINE.S. SMALL (G.MORRIS) WARNER BROS. 7-28542 
& & & POWER PICK/AIRPLAY * & & 
2 DEEP RIVER WOMAN LIONEL RICHIE 
LIRICHIE_J.CARMICHAEL (L.RICHIE) MOTOWN 1873 
TTA HAVE YOU 
(OSA RR RAE SS EE 
* x & POWER PICK/SALES * * & 
28 COWBOY MAN LYLE LOVETT 
T.BROWN,L.LOVETT (L.LOVETT) MCA/CURB 52951 /MCA 
fas | 1 | 10 | ue | WINE COLORED ROSES GEORGE JONES 
B.SHERRILL (O.KNUTSON, A.L.OWENS) EPIC 34-06296 


BACK AS ANOTHER WOMAN 


COME TANYA TUCKER 
J.CRUTCHFIELD (R. CARPENTER, K.M.ROBBINS) 


CAPITOL 5652 
STEVE EARLE 
MCA 52920 


D. 
E.GORDY.JR.. BROWN (S.EARLE) 


HOW DO I TURN YOU ON 
R.MILSAP.T.COLLINS,R.GALBRAITH (M.REID. R.|BYRNE) 


BABY | WANT IT 
T.WEST (B.NIELSEN, CHAPMAN) 


RONNIE MILSAP 
RCA 5033-7 


@ GIRLS NEXT DOOR 
MTM 72078/CAPITOL 


FOR WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 13, 1986 
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HOE DOWN 
TO YOUR LOCAL 


RECORD STORE 


IVICA RECORDS ~ 


72/74 BREWER STREEF LONDON -W1R 3PH 


AVAILABLE NOW IN LEADING RECORD STORES 


There is more bull and blarney in the 
entertainment business than in any other. 
The people who write the copy in publicity 
handouts and adwertisements (more often 
than not the artistes themselves) ultimately 
begin to believe what they have written. 


The reason that everything is over-stated 
in such advertising is that it is generally 
believed that the reader will take the claims 
with a pinch of salt and thus if an act is really 
brilliant, something even better than bril 
liant has to be claimed. 


The fore-going isn’t really true - well not 
most of the time anyway. However it does 
happen from time to time that an act does 
not live up to the claims and indeed take any 
act you like and people will differ in their 


opinions to that act's competence. 


Naturally one is not going to get someone 


that doesn't like you to write your copy! 
Listed hereunder is a (tongue in cheek) 


guide to some of the phrases used in artiste 
publicity. Take the claims at their face value 
- or use Our handy guide!! 


Not married/Fallen out with wife 


Talelelaleleleleteteleteleleleleleleleleleleleletelersrerersrsatetetatetatetetetetetetatatetetehetetetatatatatatatstatatatatatatatatstattetatitatatatatatatatatatstetatstattetatatetetatetetitatinrsieleleleleleleleleleleleletelelateteleletetetetetetetetetetetetatetetateetetatetetetetatetatetetetatatetatetatetetatetetstetetstatetatetetetetatetatetetatatetstatattatetstetetatetetatetstatetatetatatetetetatctatststetetetatetatstetstetetetete 


FANTASTIC! 


HOW TO READ ENTERTAINMENT ADVERTISING 
(AND READ BETWEEN THE LINES) 
A LIGHT-HEARTED LOOK AT COUNTRY MUSIC HYPE! 


(Note: The author of this article wishes to remain anonymous for obvious reasons) 


TRAVEL ANYWHERE 


ee eet e renee SENSATIONAL carsk.. a, paanerceior io tate cae Above average 

TALENTED ...-.----------- 2200s. Sings in tune INTERNATIONAL STARS ..-.-- Did one-off gig in Holland 

VERSA ie: «waa ae et sings fore thah 1 song BREIO Bap Sook... Gets Radio & TV Times 

VERY VERSATILE --:-:---:-------: Plays more than 1 chord WEIL KNOWN aster: cceees - saaor Over-exposed 

EX-SO AND SO ...-...----.-..--- Got kicked out } SELF CONTAINED .-------- +++: Incapable of working with backing 

CV NeR peacacbepenorsnen poecomarncd se Wearing matching shirts FABWLOWGE =e ete ee Quite good 

VERY. VISUAL ~--.--- 61. -2 2s see ees Can be seen POPU AR ie circ ees ees selene Ordinary 

AUWMHENTH Gy cineca schneider es Imitation Flim RECORD co. ica Aire ee Made a record 

Ur Ace ATRIA ete Pathe cee’ ee to believe é EXGITHNGs cose pe atiinas aides Jumps about whilst singing 
sia oot Bp eB aes O pages missin ot . : F 

FULLY PROFESSIONAL «------: On the dole St Saplb eeh Ot nBE Cit ang et ne-genig tite 

SEMI PROFESSIONAL -----:-: Moonlighting STARR -- He. < Slee,» aelieeittes t Popular 

ALL ROUND ENTERTAINER .---- Master of nothing HIGHLY TALENTED ----------- Trier 

A FEW DATES LEFT .-.------------ Desperate STARWART wrereeoe te mene a Getting nowhere 


IATEVRAG TIVES Glee. «mete «8s 


Not ugly/no scars 


ee Ras ‘(051-430-9001 


HIGH SPEED DUPLICATION 
MASTERING, DUBBING, EDITING 
INLAY CARD & SIDE LABEL DESIGN 
& PRINTIN 
THE COMPLETE SERVICE 


lace A brand new classified guide 


——————————— wun for individuals with something to sell — 
ss tailor-made for small traders, to reach a massive 
audience with their goods and services, 

at low, low cost 


AMPEX & BASF DISTRIBUTORS 
STUDIO ACCESSORIES 


- RAINHILL TAPE SPECIALISTS 
31 ECCLESTON STREET 
. PRESCOT, MERSEYSIDE L34 5QA 


HOW DARE 
THEY! 


If you see an advertisement in 

the press, in print, on posters or a 
cinema commercial which makes 
you angry, write to us at the 
address below. (TV and radio 
commercials are dealt with by 
the |.B.A.) 

The Advertising Standards Authority. 

isement is wrong, we're here to put it right. 


ASA Lid Brook House Tnenapton Place bondn WIE SHIN 


@ SELLING .. 

YOUR RECORD COLLECTION ? 

YOUR CAR ?..... STEREO? 

_YOURGUITTAR?......... 
_ WESTERN GEAR ?...... 


Porr aaa ek aes 


LAYER ? ASTUDIO...[— 


ACTUAL 
SIZE OF 
YOUR 
AD ! 


[ | 
COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND yp— 
me St ROUND tP— 


This Space Could Be Selling For You Nationwide .... 


Just with details of your products or service, items for sale, or wanted - 


FO LLESSTHAN £20 --.. 


we'll put your ad in front of tens of thousands of readers ! 


REFUELLI 

FCAT eee ea MECH 
If you're visiting our area, why not spend an 
evening with us. Tel (0258) 54258 
TOP SHOWS MONTHLY 


\ Britain’s Ist Country 
Music Newspaper 
- Selling For You....— 
‘£S~ PATRISHA 
© 0733 63811 


AT LAST 

TOP PEDAL 
STEEL PLAYERS 
ON VIDEO 


entreline 


video productions 
me 


60-minute tape £15 each 


1 Sarah Jory - Derek Thurlby - Melvin Duffy 
2 Slim Pickins - Spencer Scott 
3 Dave Heywood - Micky Byrne - BJ Cole 


4 Dave Nash - Barry Gaskell 5 Buddy Ackers - Bob Taillefer 
6 United Steels of Europe 7 From America - Hal Rigg 120 minutes at £20 


Also £15 ‘Introduction To Pedal Steel Guitar Gerry Hogan - Slim Pickins 


Cheque with order please to: White House. Mill lane. 
Lower Padworth RG7 4JU Telephone: 0734 713080 


‘or Full Details 
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The Edit QO 


COUNTRY Music 
ROUND Up 


ey 


LETTER OF 
THE MONTH 


can be funny, 


Please 


KEEP letters short. 


Write on one side of the 


paper only. Letters written sad, irate, 

on both sides will not be 

considered for publication. complimentary, 
All letters are subject to or anything else. 


editing and submission 
will be taken to imply 
acceptance of that 
condition. 


The Editors 


If you need a reply send 
a SAE to the Editors, 


GOING TO WEMBLEY 
NEXT EASTER FOR THE 


Silk Cut Festival 


(Good Friday) Eve of Festival Buffet 
Party Night, with top acts and 
Surprise guests. 


Plsee 
Your overnight 
room accommodation 
Plus... 
On Easter Saturday 


We prepare you for your day at Wembley 
witha full English breakfast 


Then it’s all aboard the... 


‘Country Music Round Up’ 
luxury courtesy coaches to 
take you directly to the Silk 
Cut Festival at Wembley . . . 


(and we Shall be waiting to bring you back to your 
Hotel, when the show's over for even 
more super entertainment). 


AND WE REPEAT THE PERFORMANCE ON SUNDAY, 


4 Ladbroke Hotel 


Just off 
Junction 5 the M1 


WATFO 


Dear Editors 


| am writing to put on record, a 
complaint about the reduction in 
the length of the BBC Radio 
Humberside ‘Country By Request’ 
programme. This cut is contra to 
the impression given to me by a 
BBC spokesman in York, on 11 
June 1986... 


My wife and | attended an ‘open 
forum’ held there. by the BBC 
called, ‘It ls Your BBC’. The event 
was chaired by Mr Nick Ross. 


My wife and |, actually travelled to 
this meeting to try and get an 
explanation, as to why, from time to 
time. the ‘Radio Times’ could not 
publish a complete, national list of 
regular, specialist music 
programmes, transmitted on BBC 
Local Radio stations (ie country 
music one week, folk another, jazz 
the next, then rhythm & blues and 
lastly. perhaps, heavy metal). A 
four or five week cycle could be 
worked 


| asked this, as under the present 
system, | need to buy several 
editions of the ‘Radio Times’, to 


cover my regular listening 
habits... | explained how we 
switch from station to station to get 
our favourite music. and how we 
listen to Gerry Ford on Radio 
Scotland, on a Friday, Radio 
Humberside, most Sundays. and 
that we also tuned to BBC Radios 
Leeds, Sheffield, Carlisle, also 
Cleveland and York, in turn. The 
response we got from Nick Ross, 
implied | must be an eccentric with 
extra special equipment. Not 
true... We have only an ordinary 
music centre, costing just over the 
£100 mark. To emphasize my point. 
| added, | would listen to ‘Keep It 
Country’ or RTE Radio One on the 
way home, which could easily be 
picked up on a standard car radio. 
as supplied by the Ford Motor 
Company! 


Why book ordinary accommodation when 
you can join your fellow readers at 


Fri 17 April pm - am Mon 20 April 1987. 


Book two nights for just £65, 
and have the Good Friday Party Night on 


‘Country Music Round Up’. 


Plus: - 


There's our usual Friday Afternoon Readers Question and Answer 
Seminar. Come along and air your views, or fire your questions at : 
the C.M.R.U. Editorial staff and contributors ; 


@ Enjoy Free Top Class Country 
Music Cabaret Entertainment into 
the early hours in Nite-Club 
setting after you return from 
Wembley 


@ Many of your favourite artistes 
from last year are coming back, 
plus some great new ‘Best of 


Please note: - 


Wembley Festival Concert Tickets 
are not included in the package. 


For Booking Details See Next Page 


British’ acts and surprise guests 


@ Residents Bar open until the- 
last person goes to bed and, of 

course, you Can order a meal to be 

ready when you arrive back at the 

Hotel from the festival 


Well. it seems unfortunate there 
was no representative from the 
‘Radio Times’ present at this ‘open 
session’. but | did collar the BBC 
Radio York Station Manager, to 
press for a country music 
programme on his station. | 
reminded him we had already, 
personally asked him, as early as 
two years previously, at the North 
Yorkshire County Agricultural 
Show! We also reminded him of his 
reply, which was that ‘one was 
being considered, and did we have 
any suggestions who could present 
it’. We gave aname. at the time, but 
he stated he did not know of him. 


However, at this ‘open session’. we 
were eventually told, a programme 
was planned for the autumn, 
whereupon | asked if the 
programme was to be an additional 
one, and was told it would be. Now, 
Radio Humberside has cut half an 
hour from my favourite music! 


As my wife and | appeared to be the 
only people present, to declare 
themselves country music fans, | 
feel a great chance to push the BBC 
towards more country music was 
lost!! Then. after giving the matter 
more thought, | discovered in its 
handouts, the BBC states it holds 
about a dozen such meetings each 
year. If this is the case, have you. or 
do you know of anyone who has 
attended any of these meetings, as | 
feel an organised party of country 
music fans at each of the meetings 
to be held this coming year, might 
bring big benefits. 


So how about the country music 
press doing some publicity to 
organise the fans? 


Yours sincerely 

Roger S Moulsdale-Williams 
43 Back Lane. Sowerby, Thirsk, 
North Yorkshire. 

Tel: Thirsk (0845) 22820. 


Dear Editors 


After thoroughly reading the latest 
edition of Country Music Round Up, | 
turned my attention towards the 
questionaire. | realise that it may 
prove beneficial to you as well as to 
myself, so | read it through before 
filling it in. Hopefully, everyone who 
buys the paper will submit the 
completed form thus, enabling you 
to understand a lot more about the 
people who make up the country 
scene in general. 


However, | find that there were a lot 
of questions left unasked, and some 
that may place you squatting on the 
fence. It is easy to ask a person 
about their favourite radio show, but 
what about their opinions regarding 
the worst country radio show: the 
worst country artiste/s: how about 


YOUR 
LINE IN 
COUNTRY 


lef, 


the worst feature in your paper. My 
vote on that goes to Pete Coffey and 
Snuffy Garrett. Which artistes 
would make up the top ten 
favourites - both American and 
British. Among the latter. for me. 
would be Brian Golbey and Roger 
Humphries. (What a sterling job 
Roger did at last year's 
Peterborough Festival and still 
does on stage.) Who is your 
favourite rockabilly artiste, 
bluegrass. cajun. Many would 
plump for Jimmy C Newman there. 
Not me. Doug Kershaw by miles. 


Why leave out clubs in Question 
24? | will go to a club to see an 
artiste who may not be appearing 
at a nearby theatre, or artistes who 
prefer the club atmosphere. | 
recently visited a Liverpool club to 
see John Hickman, Byron Berline 
and Dan Crary, and | have seen 
numerous other country artistes in 
a variety of local clubs. 


What other country music interests 
do readers have. | am involved in 
hospital radio. presenting one, or 
sometimes two shows of country 
music - shiftwork permitting. This 
affords me the pleasure of listening 
to other presenters and their 
respective types of music, and | 
make no bones about the fact that 
playing country music for two hours 
each week. is nothing more than a 
self-indulgent pastime, hoping the 
listeners will enjoy the same tastes. 


One full page feature | would like to 
see each month. is something 
about those artistes who appear to 
be in the wilderness. or out of 
favour with the commercial sounds 
of country music. Names such as 
Doug Kershaw, Sanford Clark, 
Jack Barlow, Garland Frady, Larry 
Ballard. Stoney Edwards and 
many. many more. 


Ah well, just a few thoughts for what 
they're worth. You keep printing 
and I'll keep reading. Best wishes 
for the next decade. 

Regards 

Tommy Sexton 

9 Mainwaring Drive. Saltney Ferry. 
Clwyd. 


Eds: 

Whilst recognising none of us is perfect, I'm 
sure Pete Coffey would be pleased to know 
you actually forgot to send in your survey 
Tommy . . . and who's Snuffy Garrett 
anyway??!? 


Dear Editors 

Whilst replying to your survey. | 
would like to take the opportunity of 
congratulating you all at CMRU on 
producing such a splendid country 
music magazine. Basically. | like 
the complete layout. though as 
indicated in my reply to your 
questionaire. would like to see 
more information about some of 
our very talented. British groups 
and artistes. 


| have been reading CMRU from 
issue one. and hope you will be 
producing the same good 
standards in many years to come. 


Well done all! Yours sincerely 
George R Richards 
23 Woodbine Road. 
Sidcup, Kent. 
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COUNTRY 
QUESTIONS 


Mrs A Stone of Southampton has 

been trying, without success, to 
obtain a Gene Watson single (or 
album) called ‘Carmen’. 


Unfortunately, this has not 

been released in the UK, but 
can be obtained as an import 
single. Gene’s latest album is 
‘Starting New Memories’ (Epic). 
Try Record Corner, 27 Bedford Hill, 
Balham, London SW12, telephone 
01 673 6130. Don't forget to 
mention CMRU. 


Still on the subject of Gene 

Watson, Richard Kneen of 
Edinburgh asks how many number 
ones Gene has enjoyed. Also, which 
artistes have enjoyed the highest 
number of chart toppers. 


Charts are a very tricky matter. 

There are so many of them in 
America and a record making top 
ten in one, doesn't necessarily 
feature in another's top fifty. 
However, | use only the major 
charts, and these reveal that Gene 
had three number ones: ‘Should | 
Go Home?’ (1979); ‘Fourteen Carat 
Mind’ (1982); and ‘No Reason For 
Going Home’ (1985). Gene, during 
the past four years, has enjoyed a 
total of 11 top tenners. As to the 
question of who has had most top 
hits. | can’t be certain, but look at 
these: Eddy Arnold, 20; Johnny 
Cash, 19; George Jones, 19; Buck 
Owens, 23; Kitty Wells, 22; Tammy 
Wynette, 20. Looking at more 
recent times - the eighties: 
Alabama, 10; Earl Thomas Conley, 
8; Exile, 7; Merle Haggard, 9: 
Ronnie Milsap, 12; Willie Nelson, 9; 
Oak Ridge Boys, 12; Kenny Rogers, 
7; T G Sheppard, 6; Ricky Skaggs, 
8; Conway Twitty, 6. 


J Downes of Bath asks what 

albums the following tracks can 
be found on: Osborne Brothers, 
‘Beneath Still Waters’, and Joe 
Stampley, ‘Everything | Own’. 


The Stampley track can be 

found on ‘The ABC Collection’ 
(ABC 30031/2). The Osbornes' 
track will take a little more digging. 
Hopefully, I'll have the answer next 
month. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 
é Ladbroke Hotel 
House Party Booking Form 


Fri 17 April pm - am Mon 20 April 1987 
® The price per person, based on sharing a 


@ The price per person, based on sharing a 


triple room - £59 


An extra night's bed and breakfast 
accommodation Special Discount 


(- ANSWERED BY PETE SMITH AND FRIENDS 


Gene Watson 


Joe Stampley 


@ ’Photos by Brian Shelley 


My thanks to David Brassington and 
John Lamb, producer of ‘Country 
Sunshine’ for their information on 
Terry Carrisse. Terry was born in 
Ottawa, Canada, on July 11 1942. 
Though he developed an early 
interest in country music, Carrisse 
did not begin his career in earnest 
until 1969. Teaming up with 
songwriter, Bruce Rawlins, the duo 
provided the Mercey Brothers with 
‘Hello Mom’, a top hit in 1971. Asa 
performer, Terry has picked 16 


| enclose a £10 Booking Deposit per person, payable to:- 
‘Country Music Round Up Publishing Company’ 


| shall require: 


FULLY| Triple 
BOOKED. Rooms 
So 


Name 


(Thursday preceding or Monday following) 


has been arranged if you need it. 


© Add £16.50 per person for each night. 


Signature 


Contact person of Party:- 


Canadian awards in the past six 
years, and has enjoyed 
considerable success with his 
Savannah albums, ‘A Gospel 
Gathering’ (1983), ‘The Closest 
Thing To You (1984), and ‘None Of 
The Feeling Is Gone’ (1986). All are 
distributed by RCA, are currently 
available, and are well worth 
seeking out. 


Next month, we'll have a fuller 
‘Country Questions’. 


Booking Enquiries 
C.M.R.U. Publishing Company 
286/287 High Street 
(Upper Precinct) 
Lincoln LN2 1AL 
England 
Tel: (0522) 41546 


& 


FULLY | Single 
BOOKED. Rooms 
Ps) 


Twin 


Reeves Package 


Released 


@ As part of its historical country 
music series. the Country Music 
Foundation, Nashville. Tn. has 
released a 20-song package, ‘Jim 
Reeves: Live At The Opry’. so reports 
Billboard Magazine. The album was 
compiled from Reeves’ performances 
on the Opry’s ‘Prince Albert Show’, 
during the period. 1953-60. 


@ Four of the songs-all gospel 
numbers - are available for the first 
time. because Reeves never made 
Studio recordings of them. The 
collection captures the early honky 
tonk element of Jim Reeves’ sound, 
before it developed the pop qualities, 
which made him a crossover artiste, 
and kept his music in the country 
charts into the eighties - long after his 
death in 1964. 


@ The album was put together from 
the original 16-inch discs recorded for 
delayed broadcasts of the popular 
‘Prince Albert Show’ programme. 


Historic Gospel Music 


@ Newly available songs on the 
album are: ‘Peace In The Valley’, ‘Old 
Time Religion’, ‘When God Dips His 
Love In My Heart’. and ‘Softly And 
Tenderly (Jesus Is Calling)’. Other 
tracks include: ‘Four Walls’, ‘He'll 
Have To Go’. ‘I Missed Me’. ‘Am | 
Losing You’. “Mexican Joe’, ‘Bimbo’. 
‘Yonder Comes A Sucker’. ‘Billy 
Bayou’. ‘Blue Boy’. ‘In A Mansion 
Stands My Love’, ‘Waitin’ For A Train’, 
and ‘According To My Heart’. 


@ ‘Jim Reeves: Live At The Opry’ is 
available on LP or cassette, but only by 
mail order from: Country Music 
Foundation Records, 4 Music Square E, 
Nashville. Ten 37203, USA. the price is 
$9.98. plus $2 p&p (in the US) - $4 for 
foreign orders. 


Country Style: 
NEW RELEASE ON 


y 


wid 


CACTUS RECORDS 


‘COUNTRY SUNSHINE’ / ‘A SONG I'D LIKE TO SING’ 


£1.60 


including postaqe 


TO SING" 


Please send Cheque or Postal Order 


to 
CACTUS RECORDS 


2 Conifers, Brickfield Lane, Burnham, Bucks. 


COUNTRY SONGWRITERS 


Have Your Song/Arranged & Recorded 
With A Real Texas Feel! 


Professional Country Music 
Multi-instrumentalist/Vocalist from South Texas. 
Now working in the 16-track Gibson Studio, Carnoustie 
Would like to hear from you. 
Phone: 0674 75304. 


Call Paul and talk it over 


Arts Council 
Recognition for 
Country Music Club. 


@ Doncaster's Tumbling Shack CMC 
has successfully applied for a grant 
from the Arts Council, to perpetuate its 
bi-monthly showcases at its home. the 
Greenfield WMC. High Street. 
Dunsville. 


@ Whilst recognising the wealth of 
high-class country music talent on its 
doorstep, during its 12-year 
existence, ‘The Shack’ has had to be 


you pay only if satsted 


self-funding. and, as such, has relied 
upon bands and artistes from outside 
of Yorkshire. to generate the 
necessary capital to survive. It’s a sad 
fact, that people in Doncaster won't 
pay to see local acts, as many of them 
play in venues where there is no cover 
charge. 


@ Doncaster Council's decision to 
lend financial! support, will enable the 
Tumbling Shack to forward plan, to 
bring higher calibre acts to Doncaster, 
and possibly lower charges. One 
immediate effect of the grant was that 
‘The Shack’ was able to stage a 
Christmas Show. 


one BEERS ee ae 


TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED ............ 
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RECENT U.K. 
RELEASES 


ALABAMA BUDDY HOLLY 

THE TOUCH NASHVILLE SESSIONS 

RCA PL 85649/PK 85649 MCRIMGEC 1254 

ANNE MURRAY / GRAHAM JOHNSON EVERLY BROTHERS 
SONGMAKERS ALMANAC GREATEST RECORDINGS 
Hyperion A 66176/- Ace CHA 194/CHC 194 

JOHN SCHNEIDER REBA McENTIRE 

TAKE THE LONG WAY HOME WHAT AM 1 GONNA DO ABOUT YOU 
MCA MCF 3348/MCFC 3348 MCA MCF 3346/MCFC 3346 
WINDY WOOD RICKY SKAGGS 

WEST TEXAS SWING THAT'S IT! 

Sundown SDLP 006/SDLC 006 Sundown SDLP 040/SDLC 040 

PAT BOONE JACK GREEN 

WHAT | BELIEVE LATEST GAME 

Light LLR 3004/LLC 3004 Revolver REVLP 87/- 

JOHNNY CASH CRYSTAL GAYLE 

BELIEVE IN HIM ACRYSTAL CHRISTMAS 

Word WSTR 9678/WSTC 9678 Warner Brothers 925508-1/925504-4 
DOLLY PARTON CHET ATKINS 

LOVE IS LIKE A BUTTERFLY THE BEST OF CHET ATKINS 


Music for Pleasure MFP 5774/TC MFP 5774 
JIM REEVES 

A TOUCH OF VELVET 

Music for Pleasure MFP 5775/TC MFP 5775 
THE OUTLAWS 

ON THE ROAD AGAIN 

Ranpower RAWLP 028/RAW TC 028 

ELVIS PRESLEY 

THE RETURN OF THE ROCKER 


Pleasure MFP 5766/TC MFP 5766 


COMPACT DISCS 


BILLIE JO SPEARS ww 22010 


20 COUNTRY GREATS 
as peeaey Sot Warwick ‘Reflection’ Series 
ALABAMA 
aaa ier Sr airs ALABAMA'S GREATEST HITS 
iermany 
RCA PD 87170 
ELVIS PRESLEY RICKY SKAGGS 
ELVIS FOREVER VOL 4 ate 
RCA (Germany) NL 87870 Sundown CDSD 
ELVIS PRESLEY RICKY SKAGGS 
RES egal FAMILY & FRIENDS 
RCA (Germany) NL 89830 (6-LPBoxedSet) gown cos o15 
BSBoOe Ae 
LOT OF RHYTHM IN MY SOUL 
CASSETTES Pickwick PCD 841 
JERRY LEE LEWIS 
VARIOUS JERRY LEE LEWIS VOL ti 
50 MORE COUNTRY FAVOURITES Pickwick PCD 840 
Trio TR 1569 (Triple Cassette) WILLIE NELSON 
PATSY CLINE 20 GOLDEN HITS 
UNFORGETTABLE PATSY CLINE Spectrum SPEC 85002 
IMP PCD 841 GENE PITNEY 
BUDDY HOLLY & THE CRICKETS 20 GREATEST HITS 
MCA MCLC 1753 Spectrum SPEC 85017 
BUDDY HOLLY KENNY ROGERS 
BUDDY HOLLY COLLECTION 


MCA MCLC 1752 Spectrum SPEC 85001 


In Store Promotion ... 


Left to right: Tony Byworth, 
Steven Shane, Marketing 
Executive for Martin 
Newsagents: Lore: and Warren 
Davies, Country Communications 


@ During his recent visit to the 
UK, Lone Star State singer, Lore, 
of Lore & The Legends, took time 
out to promote his latest album, 
ata retail outlet in Peterborough. 


coomnnnsssnasesct 


1986 BCMA AWARDS 


"PHOTO REVIEW 


by Jim Silverthorn 


@ Director of European Operations for the CMA, Martin 

Satterthwaite, makes the presentations for the BCMA, to their award 

winners. 

From top to bottom: 

1 Irene Paterson collected the award for Colorado. 

2 Philomena Begley & Ray Lynam. 

3 Agent, Margaret Storey receives the award on behalf of Stu Page & 
Remuda. 

4 Raymond Froggatt. (Picture, courtesy Mick Green.) 
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ALTERNATIVE 
COUNTRY coooco 


NEWS FILE 


@ One of London's leading live music 
venues, The Mean Fiddler, is to have a 
£300,000 face-lift, which will almost 
double the size of the club. The 
expansion includes a new restaurant 
and bar complex, plus a cinema-style 
marquee frontage, on Harlesden High 
Street, as an alternative ‘front door’ to 
the existing side alley entrance. Since 
it’s opening on 9 December 1982, The 
Mean Fiddler has become established 
as one of the foremost launching pads 
for new talent in Europe, and has 
played host to many, now famous, 
names. Owner, Vince Power, says, 
‘The Mean Fiddler has done very well, 
since it opened, and it seemed more 
sensible to expand here, than to look 
for a new site.’ 


@ Just received a pre-release promo 
tape of a forthcoming compilation 
album, from Zippo Records. ‘Don't 
Shoot’ features previously unreleased 
tracks, by the likes of Danny & Dusty 
(Green On Red's, Dan Stuart and The 
Dream Syndicate's Steve Wynn): The 
Band Of Blacky Ranchette; John Doe 
(from X and The Knitters): Top Jimmy 
& The Rhythm Pigs: the Divine 
Horsemen: and Stephen McCarthy 
(from the Long Ryders). Keep an eye 
out for-this one, it's scheduled for 
release soon! 


@ Talking of Dan Stuart. Green On Red 
have just completed the recording of 
their fifth album in Memphis. By the 
sound of the title, ‘The Killer Inside 
Me’, it might just turn out to be the 
most introspective work in Stuart's 
career to date! 


@ Sad to report that Making Waves, 
the indie record company, and 
distributor for over 200 labels 
(including Rounder Europa), has gone 
bust. A spokesman placed much of the 
blame on the scrapping of the ‘sale or 
return’ basis, earlier this year, which 
led to cutbacks in orders from retailers. 


@ While talking with Texan 
singer/songwriter, Guy Clark recently, 
at Manchester's Band On The Wall, he 
said his two UK tours during 1986, had 
been so enjoyable, he hopes to visit 
with us on a ‘semi-regular’ basis, in the 
future. | know many will share my 
sentiment - that the big guy with the big 
talent is welcome anytime. 


ARE YOUA 
SUBSCRIBER? 


WHRKKK 


COUNTRY 


MUSIC 
== ROUND UP == 


can be delivered 
with your mail, on or 


about the 1st of every month 


Annual Rates 


BRITISH ISLES . . . £10.50 
EUROPE/REP IRELAND £13.00 
AMERICA/CANADA 
(Air Mail) . . . £14.50 (Sterling) 
Send your name and address 
together with cheque/PO payable to: 
Country Music Round Up 
Publishing Company 
286/287 High Street 
(Upper Precinct) 

Lincoln LN2 1AL, England 
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Pete Coffey. 


@ Gremlins attacked the typeset in 
last month's ‘News File’. The price of 
Red Moon Joe's four-track mini- 
cassette, ‘First Take’, should have read 
£2.50 (plus 50p P&P), but those orders 
received to date at the price printed, 
will be honoured. The tape can be 
obtained from, 18 Woodstock Crescent, 
Woodley, Stockport, Cheshire SK6 
10S. 


@ David Byrne's movie soundtrack 
album, ‘Sound From True Stories’ (EMI 
EMC 3520), contains a couple of really 
superb tracks. ‘Cocktail Desperado’ is 
performed by Terry Allen & The 
Panhandle Mystery Band, and ‘Soy De 
Tejas’, is as a real Tex-Mex foot-tapper 
by Steve Jordan. The rest are mainly 
background scores, though ‘City Of 
Steel’ and ‘Freeway Son’ are steel 
guitar-led, country instrumentals. 


@ A couple of indie singles worth a 
spin: ‘Kaw Liga’ (Torso), by The 
Residents, and ‘Long Black Veil’ (Tim), 
by Sally Timms & The Drifting 
Cowgirls. 


@ New or up-coming albums include: 
‘T-Bone Burnett’, T-Bone Burnett 
(MCA/Dot): ‘A Close Shave’, Brendan 
Croker & The 5 O'Clock Shadows 
(UnAmerican Activities); ‘That's It!’, 
Ricky Skaggs (Sundown); ‘Dim Lights, 
Thick Smoke & Loud, Loud Music’, The 
Flying Burrito Brothers (Edsel); ‘The 
Boogie Man Boogie’, Commander 
Cody & His Lost Planet Airmen (Edsel); 
‘Greetings From Timbuk 3’, Timbuk 3 
(IRS); and ‘Loan Sharks’, The Guana 
Batz (I-D). 


@ Finally, | have held my own 
congratulations, to Publishing Editors, 
Colin & Pat Kettle, the staff and 
everyone involved with CMRU's 
decade of success, until this issue, 
because it seems appropriate to start 
1987 by wishing them even greater 
achievements in the next ten years. As 
a comparative newcomer to these 
pages, | look forward to a long and 
happy association with CMRU in a 
future, which, | know, will see Britain's 
ist Country Music Newspaper grow 
from strength to strength. A Happy, 
Healthy and Prosperous New Year, to 
friends, colleagues and readers 
everywhere -| wish you all that you 
would wish for yourselves. 


MV segs 
"Classified 
Advertisements 


C & W Record Company seeks 
drummer. bass guitarist. lead and/or 
pedal steel guitarist. to form backing 
band for country singer. Contact: APC 
Music. Tel: 0963 250826. 


Lucky Strike Country Records. Mail 
order. Modern, Bluegrass, Acoustic. 
Deletions. No lists yet. Albums by: Gene 
Watson. J D Crowe. David Allan Coe. 
Seldom. Scene. Bellamy Bros. plus 
many more! Ring today — don't delay. 
Thetford (0842) 860552 


CLUBS, bands or just individualists, 
have your favourite garment expertly 
embroidered with your own design. club 
name or logo. For details, ring Sue 
Smith on Ripley 863139. 


BLACK SPUR ROAD BAND 
FAN CLUB 

SAE to: 

Lynn Barnard (Secretary) 

9 Orchid Close, Taunton.Somerset 
Tel: (0823) 89859 


THE GERRY FORD FAN CLUB 
SAE to: 

Margaret Trotter (Secretary) 

3. Priory Bank Villas, Coldstream. 
Berwickshire, TD12 4DZ. 

Tel: (0890) 2871. 
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RAY-ROY PROMOTIONS’ 


TWO-DAY FESTIVAL. (AINSDALE) 


@ Among the acts appearing at the Ray/Roy Promotions Festival were: 


TOP: The Naden Brothers CENTRE: TP Stubbs’ 


American Television 
Exposure Of 


Worthing Festival, 
Helps Cause ? 


@ The screening of a feature on this 
year’s Worthing Festival, on coast to 
coast American television has - 
according to a recent press release 
received - caused quite a stir, athome 
and abroad. Host and founder, Neil 
Coppendale is hopeful that the feature 
could be the catalyst for his long-held 
aim, to present a major British country 
music festival, in America. However, 
Coppendale still seeks a sponsor for 
his 10th Anniversary Worthing British 
Country Music Festival. 


@ in the same press release, 
Coppendale has announced that 
among the acts who have accepted 
initial invitations to appear over the 
August Bank Holiday Weekend, are: 
The Down County Boys; Charlie 
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BOTTOM: Shack Band. 


Landsborough: Red Moon Joe: Frank 
Jennings & Syndicate; Phil Wallace & 
Empty Pockets: Tony Best: Kelvin 
Henderson's Country Band: Yvonne & 
Norman Champion: Billy Finnegan & 
Stagecoach, featuring Jim Finnegan: 
and Key West. 


@ For details of weekend tickets, write 
to: Pavilion Box Office, Worthing Pier. 


@ The Country Music Talent Contest, 
at Worthing, is off; according to Neil 
Coppendale, the reasons are quite 
complex. 

‘Although the event was certainly 
successful in its own right, both 
commercially, and in terms of giving 
some acts extra exposure and 
recognition, several factors have 
decided me against doing it again, next 
year, in its present form. Neither the 
event, nor the successful acts received 
enough national backing to make all 
the effort and aggravation - even some 
abuse - worthwhile!’ 


@ Ray and Roy, two 
founder/members of the North West 
Country Music Charity Festival 
Committee, were prompted by a 
number of their supporters to stage 
last year’s two-day festival, and as 
they had already undertaken eight 
one-day festivals with great success, 
raising several thousand pounds, in 
support of over 27 charities. They had 
the confidence to widen their scope to 
a weekend event... and Pontin’s, 
Ainsdale venue offered the ideal 
setting for such an undertaking, 
because, apart from having first class 
facilities, the area is easily reached by 
various motorway links. 


® The Festival format consisted of 
afternoon and evening concerts on 
both days (with a Sunday morning 
gospel show) in the main concert 
venue, and the main bar and dance 
area, featured a live show and country 
disco, plus, of course, the usual 
trimmings of record stalls, western 
wear stalls and fund raising stalls, 
which are associated with this type of 
event. 


@ Wigwam Acoustics were again 
recruited to provide the main stage 
sound. Their excellent sound struck a 
hallmark for this event. Three country 
discos provided by Phil's 
Sanfrandisco (Merseyside): Kevin's 
Country Disco (Preston): and Ron 
Naylor's Country Disco (Southport): 
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photographs 


credited to Jim Silverthorn can 
be obtained by writing to:- 
’Photo File (Dept. CMRU) 17 Fry’s Hill, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 4QJ. 


each contributed well with varied 
styles. Compering duties came from 
Bob Roberts. from BBC Radio 
Lancashire - smashing show from an 
experienced showman -while joint 
stage managers. Phil Roberts and 
John Brookfield kept the event running 
smoothly and punctually. 


@ Sunday afternoon found, on main 
stage: Paddy Kelly & The Kelly Band: 
The Nadens; and Moat Brothers. 
Evening: Down County Boys; 
Hamilton's Power; Phil Lloyd & Shack 
Band; and Louisiana Hellraisers. 


@® Sunday morning gospel show saw: 
DJ Phil Roberts; MC, evangelist, Gus 
Ayre; plus Charlie Lansborough: Pete 
& Sandie Naden; Mark & Steve 
Conway; Mike & John, from Wigwam 
sound crew: Pete Nelson with Les 
Payne and Andrew Gold, from 
Sundown, all on stage for a spirit- 
lifting finale... Sunday afternoon’s 
show included sets from Sundown; 
Marie Lester & Hobo, with special 
guest Mark Moseley; and Cargo. 


Sunday evening featured: Joe Piper & 
Country Courage; Tony Andrews & 
Raincheck; Clovis; and T P Stubbs & 
His Bar Room Band Everything about 
the weekend had been excellent. Ray & 
Roy’s team were the perfect hosts, 
making this country music festival, a 


worthy success. ByaniAtiern 


Happy New Year 
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Brings You The News 
With The Reviews 


NEW YEAR 
GREETINGS 


TO ALL OUR FRIENDS 


from 


MIKI & GRIFF 


01 894 1486 


THE NEW YEAR 


Mac. Sue and Tony 


SPILL 
THE BEANS 


Wish You 
All Happy New Year 


‘That’s Full Of 
BEANS! 


0532 687 788 
SPILL THE BEANS 


VIDEO 
COMPETITION 
WINNER 


The lucky winner of our super 


THAT'S WHY IT'S 


EUROPE'S video competition (Nov issue) 
Mrs Rose Staples 
aCe ee oe Immingham South Humberside 
COUNTRY MUSIC Congratulations Mrs Staples! 
PUBLICATION The five prize videos are on 


their way to you. 


There was a terrific response 


BRITAIN’S to the competition, 
FORE MOST COUNTRY The correct answers to the 
MUSIC JOURNAL competition questions are: 


1 Eye Of The Zombie. 
2 The Balham Aligators 
3 Jimmy Ibbotson 


(0522) 41546 


@ 1986 saw Ireland's John C King 
established as a firm favourite on 


Anglesey, following three 
successful mini-tours, during the 
year. John's most recent visit was 
highlighted by an appearance at 
Holyhead’s Railway Club, together 
with Montana Blue. 


@ Another recent visitor to 
Gwynedd has been Brendan 
Shine. His brand of Irish country, at 
the Majestic Entertainment Centre, 
Caernarfon, was the only major 
show of the past month, as people 
gathered themselves for the 
Festive Season. 


@ Bethesda CWC booked the very 
popular local group, Driftwood. 
together with Montana Blue for its 
Christmas Show. It’s been a very 
lean year for this club with 1986 
attendances down on ‘85, but, 
typically, this adventurous club 
committee looks forward to 1987 
with a great degree of optimism. Its 
policy of booking the best British 
artistes, I’m told, will not alter. 


@ Aname to watch out for locally, 
this coming year, is Nashville Blue. 
Now embarking on their first gigs 
together, this new trio are attracting 
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@ Shiloh (for the last time with Billy 
Farnsworth). appearing at the OK 
CMC. held at the Malpas Unionist 
Club. Newport. Gwent. gave a real 
parting treat to fans, Whether the 
group reforms without Billy or not. 
Shiloh will always be Billy to me. 
although many good artistes have 
come and gone with the band. He 
may not have an altogether 
country-style voice. but it is a very 
very sincere one of high quality. 
and understandably difficult to 
change. Should he join another 
group. | would continue to visit his 
shows when | could. Freddie on 
vocals and lead quitar. with Jim on 
bass. were joined by an intelligent 
sound level drummer - Roger: 
while Selwyn. stand-in 
fiddle/steel/quitar. whose talents 
are well known to the venue. made 
up Billy's retinue for the night 
‘Louisiana Saturday Night’ showed 
their talents up well, while ‘I’m Not 
Bobby’ will always be with me. 
when Billy's name is mentioned. 


@ The next show was a swift return 
for Shiloh stand-in. Selwyn Read. 
this time with his usual entourage. 
Cargo. Ironically. Cargo also are 
splitting. Nothing is forever. they 
say. but why do all the very good 


@ IT’S time to wish you all a very 
happy and prosperous New Year, 
as | look back on the good time Bob 
McKinlay & Dixie Fried gave a 
packed house, at Annie’s Club, in 
Malvern. This was a revised date, 
but judging by the reception they 
got. I’m sure their fans had not 
minded waiting! 


@ |reland’s Cotton Mill Boys, 
Gordie West, Ruby Rendall & 
Cimarron, and Jim Ryder are all 
acts which have kept the fans 
happy at Tony Best's Lazyacre 
CMC, in Shrewsbury, in recent 
weeks. All were well supported. 
Tony, was his usual great self. 


bands go their separate ways? 
Another excellent night. with 
Selwyn doing things on a fiddle. | 
can't begin to understand. 
technically. but the sound which 


Johnny Russell. The joker 


@ The enthusiastic Golden 
Nuggett CMC is located in the 
Ludlow area. but. to date. hasn't 
been able to find a permanent 
home for itself. But one club night at 
the Swan Hotel. Tenbury Wells. 
found Alan Williams doing the 
honours on stage. and a packed 
house had a great night. 


@ Another fairly new club, currently 
going very well, is the Wild West 
CMC, which meets alternate 

Fridays, at the Compasses Hotel, in 
Wigmore . . . North Wales duo, 

Cindy & Dave, were one ofits recent 
acts, who sent the crowd home happy 


S4C recordings. 


rave reviews wherever they play, 
and I’m looking forward to my first 
encounter. 


comes out can take you to another 
world.’ The Cowboy And The Lady’. 
a much requested number. was 
joined in my book as top number of 
the night by a terrific ‘Wind Beneath 
My Wings’ 


@ The next Malpas show saw a 
return of Bromford County (regular 
visitors here) who bounced their 
way through the evening with some 
catchy material. Although. at times 
predictable. they make amends with 
such numbers as ‘Charlie (With 
Brown Eyes)’ and an amusing 
reggae version of ‘Crystal 
Chandeliers’. Audience 
participation plays its part with this 
band. Peter reduced things a little. 
compared to previous 
appearances. but | thought it 
improved the performance and he 
now seems to have got it just right. 
Drums. Gary: lead. Trevor: bass, 
Tony: and Peter. vocals and guitar. 


@ Cactus Jack (Swindon) had ‘new 
boy’. Eddie featuring well. on bass: 
Paul on drums: leaving the two 
Mikes to flank John up front. Their's 
was an entertaining evening with 
good instrumentals and first-class 
material. A fair sprinkling of 
instruments were brought into play. 
to good effect. including banjo and 


® Delta Dawn, from Shrewsbury, 

and Calico, from Hereford, are both 
acts who appeared at Lingen CMC, 
in recent weeks. Both acts ended in 


Gwlad! Gwlad! Tammy Jones on stage ————; 
at the Majestic. Caernarfon. during the 


Delta Dawn, who recently performed 
in style, at Lingen CMC, Bucknell. 


@ The first showing of S4C's new 
country series ‘Gwlad! Gwlad!' hit 
the screens in late November. It 


mouth harp. but | would have liked to 
have heard the fiddle more 
prominently on the occasions it was 
used. A crackin’ club outfit. | always 
look forward to seeing them. | liked 
their ‘If Heaven Ain't A Lot Like 
Dixie’. and the fine ‘You Make Me 
Feel Like A Man’ 


@ |tseems Tony Morley (who can 
be seen at the Packet Hotel. Bute 
Street. Cardiff. every other Friday) 
never fails to sing ‘Gypsy Woman’ 
during his almost. non-stop solo 
performance. With a short break 


only. he entertains through the night 


and most of his numbers have a 
country flavour. ‘Ruby. Don't Take 
Your Love To Town’ works well for 
him 

@ Over at the Newport Centre. | 
watched Johnny “Act Naturally’ 
Russell. who seems set never to 
change his patter (or his jokes). but 
who cares once he starts singing. A 
real country ‘Mississippian’ 
megastar. | found myself thinkina. | 
could listen forever to his lilting 
voice 


@ Boxcar Willie's a firm British 
favourite. who's become accepted 
‘over there’ as much as ‘over here’ 
this top country star really has a 


style, and are two fine acts. worthy 
of bookings at any club! 


@ Ashowwhich was alittle bit 
different took place at Richmond 


lona & Andy gave a good performance 
on the Welsh language programme, 
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featured lona & Andy and 
considering that this is a Welsh 
language production, Andy came 


thing going about train noises. The 
story he relates. with the addition of 
the different types of train whistles 
never fails. Backed - as was 
Johnny - by the Texas Trainsmen. 
he kept this audience spellbound 
and didn't forget ‘The Wabash 
Cannonball’ 


@ | hope '87 willbe a better year for 
certain venues in this region. ‘86 
saw the Wyedean. Tintern: the 
Santa Fe. Cardiff: and the Rio 
Grande. Mumbles all closing. 
Fortunately. the OK. also Swansea 
CMC. and the Railroad. Martletwy. 


~ SOUTH WALES 


FRANK POWER 


over very well. Apt reward for the 
hard work he put in learning lona’s 
national tongue! 


@ Although there have been no 
major country music events in 
Anglesey, the local scene has still 
been very active. Holyhead CWC 
and the Cefn Glas CMC, as well as 
regular country music shows in the 
local hostelries, have featured Les 
Turnbull, Griff 'n’ Tex, J R Christy, 
Elfed, Eric Starr, Bryn Chamberlain. 
Traed Wadin, to name a few. 
There’s plenty of choice, locally. 


@ Our congratulations to Holyhead 
country and western stalwart, Maldi 
and wife Di, on their silver wedding 
anniversary. Also to Driftwood 
drummer. Ray Clarke, on his recent 
marriage. Incidentally, Maldi raised 
over £200 by his epic horseback 
ride, in full western rig, from 
Holyhead to Bangor. for Children In 
Need. 


@ Inclosing, letme wish everyone, 
on behalf of the people of North 
West Wales, a prosperous and 
successful 1987. Any news, info, 
etc, to: c/o Leader Newspapers, 
104 High Street. Bangor LL57 1NS. 


are all continuing to provide us with 
good. regular nights. But if anyone 
is interested in trying to get a Cardiff 
venue going, and is willing to share 
financial and commitment 
responsibilities. let me know, and 
we'll have a go. 


@ Round up time again. I'll leave 
you with my star spot. which goes. 
this month. to Cactus Jack, at the 
OK CMC, Newport, for ‘Honey 
(Won't You Open That Door)’. Lots 
of luck for 1987. Info. news. etc to: 
1 Alma Road. Roath. Cardiff CF2 
5BD: Tel: (0222) 492021 
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Club (Hereford). Cooper's Country 
did a fine job as the main act of the 
night. But what made things 
different was country comedian, 
Bumble Clark's intermission spot, 
where he really had the crowd in 
stitches, providing a nice diversion, 
which seemed to put new life into 
the crowd, before Cooper's final set. 


@ Shrewsbury solo, Tony Hughes. 
kept a large dancing crowd happy. 
at the Craven Arms Hotel: his three 
sets covering a wide range of 
material. 


@ Jim Morris, who recently set up a 
country music club in the village of 
Wollerton, nr Market Drayton, 
Shropshire, (every three weeks) 
infos things are going fairly well. 
Linda & Arthur James supply the 
entertainment for the January show. 
(More details on 0630 57706). 


@ The Morton Lodge Hotel, nr 
Oswestry, features country shows 
every Tuesday, Friday and 
Saturday. Their Saturday shows are 
a recent introduction 
Staffordshire's Bobby King, and Big 
Jim Reynolds (Telford) gave the first 
two shows a good send off. 


@ | hada good night at the Lion 
Hotel, at Leinwardine, nr Craven 
Arms, listening to local solo artiste, 
Mark Brown. Mark is a young man 
with a good personality, both on and 
off stage, who puts a lot of effort into 
his music; plays guitar very well; and 
| think, has a good voice. 


@ Frank Jennings & The Syndicate 
did the honours for Pershore CWC 
last month, turning in a first-class 
show for a packed house. 


@ Worcester’s End Of The Trail 
Club award winners for 1986 were: 
Clovis, Spill The Beans, Country 
Company, Ken & Billie Ford, Mel 
Hague, and a special originality 
award went to Telford-based, The 
Foster Boys. Eds comment: Great idea, 
wish more clubs would consider adopting it! 
Wilf also tells us that from this 
month, the club is back at its original 
home, at the Farmers Arms, 
Kempsey Common. 

th 
@ Happy New Year to all and | look 
forward to seeing old and new faces 
during 1987. Any regional news 
please to: Sansheleam, Lingen. 
Bucknell, Shropshire; 
tel: 0544 267736. 
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@ A Happy New Year to you all. 
Another dawn. another day - 
another start to another year. Is 
1987 to be the year when British 
country music really takes off and 
achieves the recognition it 
deserves? There are some 
encouraaqing signs that at last 
artistes are realising. originality is 
the key which will open the doors to 
success. While there are many 
thinas | hope this New Year brings. 
above all else. | would like to see 
everyone involved in our music. 
working together to further the 
proaress of British country music. | 
feel it’s high time those so-called 
artistes who seem only capable of 
performing material from the 
distant past were weeded out. They 
do nothing for the image of country 
music except aet in the way of 
progress. 


@ One band which totally bored 
me were Burnt Ash. on their 
appearance at Players CMC. 
Nottingham. Noah must have sung 
most of their repertoire while 
loading the Ark! Pete Palmer & Fox 
Mountain Express were little better. 
although in their case the lead 
quitarist and drummer were last 
minute stand-ins for this outfit’s 
appearance at Gedling MW. 


WEST MIDLAND 


JIMDUNCAN 7/5) 


@ OOPS. ala ‘Blankety Blank’ 
style with Clint's Collection 
castigating this column's use of the 
word ‘crude’. in reporting a recent 
concert. According to Collins’: 
unrefined. raw. unfinished. 


@ Another form of flack from my 
mate, Al Cody, of Clovis. about my 
comments on some of their 
programme. Al now announces on 
stage. when he is in the Midlands, 
‘Here are three songs off Dwight 
Yoakam's latest album, to show 
Jim Duncan how up to date we are.’ 
Then he plays ‘Honky Tonk Man’, 
‘Ring Of Fire’, and ‘Heartaches By 
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The Number’. Nice touch Al. Be 
working with ygu down at Quarry 
Bank Labour Glub. 


@ Telford's Silver City band have 
come ‘off the foad for a spell’. to 
enable them to get a new ‘Act’ 
together. and concentrate on 
putting a new album together, 
featuring their own songs. Mick 
Carvel has to stop travelling. as his 
wife June is expecting. Dave 
Carvel feels the time is right to do 
their own thing in the studio. 
because. in the Midlands. the 
period after Christmas is always 
lean for work. } 
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@ INTO another new year with the 
wish for happiness, peace, and 
fulfilment to all of my friends old and 
new, and a hope that country music 
will continue to entertain you. 
throughout the coming year. 


THE JUSTICE 
IN BEING A LONE. 


@ L.Acountry/rock band. Lone 
Justice brought their stage show to 
Manchester's International Club. 
causing a foray by the Capped 
Crusaders to another alternating 
mission. | really went to geta 
butchers at their stunning lead 
singer. Marie McKee, and listen to 
her country voice. The place was 
packed with youngsters. the 
atmosphere was electric. 


@ Manchester's central music 
venue. The Band On The Wall. 
features all kinds of live music. six 
nights a week. Country music now 
figures highly on its agenda. as it’s 
proving popular with all sections of 
the clientele. A wet and windy 
Tuesday night. saw Texan 
singer/sonqwriter. Guy Clark. 
supported by Lancashire-based, 
Red Moon Joe, who opened the 
show to feature the kind of self- 


oe 
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@ Worked a charity concert at the 
Stag CMC. in Cannock. for 
Rugeley CAB (sorry | thought itwas 
a taxi company. and not Citizens’ 
Advice!). Country Company. from 
Penybont. shared the bill with 
Whiskey River - complete light and 
shade in the two bands. Country 
Company's very laid-back style 
and delivery well suited the visiting 
audience. teaching it about 
country. for Whiskey River to finish 
the lesson 


@ Not often Roger Humphries 
brings a band to the Midlands. Only 
the Wolverhampton CMC and 
Apache Wells. at Wordsley, seem to 
appreciate this man’s talent. Derek's 
Sunday venue was again turned 
into a near concert room. Roger 
says he is only going to do three 
tours of the UK in '87. including one 
in mid-summer with Joe Sun. The 
rest of his time will be taken up in 
Scandinavia and Europe. Be 
interesting to see if Sonnet takes up 
its option on an LP from Roger. 
Been a long time since the ‘Blast Of 
Fresh Air’ was released. 


@ See Froggatt's new single is 
getting air play on national radio - 
well. Radio 2. It is only being shop- 
sold in the hope of it charting. 


——’Photo by Jim Silverthorn 


This venue saw Dillinaer provide 
a near ‘cabaret- type’ show 
which highlighted just 

how entertaining they can be. One 
of mv high spots of the month 


@ Along with nearly 150 others. | 
was disappointed about the non- 
appearance of Froqgie at Silver 
Wheel CMC. Pavilion. Long Eaton. 
through illness. Most fans refused a 
refund and stayed to have a great 
night with Dave. Mal. Tom & ‘H’ - 
Froqgie’s band - and hear Karl 
Richmond perform a superb solo 
spot. Karl is getting a reputation in 
this area for qood quality 
performances: well worth a 
booking. Pleased to see 
‘Gentleman’ Gordon Lemondine fit 
and well after his recent leg 
operation. With his buddy Maurice. 
on steel guitar. they provided three 
good spots of laid-back. easy-on- 
the-ear material. ‘Slipping Away’. 
‘Seven Spanish Angels’ and 
‘Freckles’ were my pick of the night 
at this great listening venue 


@ Caught up with Stu Page & 
Remuda and Kenny Johnson & 
Northwind on my two visits to 
Leicester CMC. | like this venue and 
the same seems to apply to both 
bands. who provided top-class 
performances. If there were any 


Talked to his new tour promoter 
about a forthcoming spectacular. 
which is geared to ending at the 
Barbican. backed by the Royal 
Philharmonic. Seems Froggatt will 
do costume changes as well. Bethe 
can't have his two favourite stage 
props with him! (Bet you can'tname 
them - no prizes.) 


@ Radio Shropshire’s ‘Country 
Flavour’ show recorded a live 
concert at Oakengates Town Hall. 
Mathew Carr picked his acts well. 
using local heroes, the Kenny 
Rowlands Duo. as openers. 
followed by Nashville Fever and, 
new to the area, Firewater. from 
Essex. They were picked on the 
strength of their current album -very 
professionally produced with a lot of 
additional musos sitting in. Good 
show, well plugged on the radio, it 
had a comfortable crowd for a mid- 
week event. Nashville continue to 
garner the awards, harvesting from 
the West Country. nine ‘Best Band’ 
awards. Proof that this outlaw outfit 
has the mix very right. Colin says he 
is booking into '88 for the weekend 
shows now. One of the few road 
bands to use a Silver Eagle-type 
tour bus to full effect. Firewater. on 
first sighting. was a very young and 
fresh outfit. Rigged out as 
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justice in the world of country music. 
both these bands would be 
internationally famous: their own 
original material stands alongside 
the best anywhere. Stu's double ‘A’ 
sided single of ‘Honeysuckle 
Dreaming’/‘Florida Feeling’. which 
has recently been released. 
highlights everything which is good 
about British country music 


@ Strayed into Brian Ahern's 
territory to see Lore & The 
Legends. in Stockport. Knowing 
the ‘Capped Crusader’. he will 
have compiled a detailed review. 
Suffice for me to say | thought the 
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evening was fabulous. with Randy 
Blue & Deep Water, featuring 
Bobby Wyatt. providing great 
support to the ‘Texas Sensations’. 
How | envy the scene in Stockport. 
two clubs working together to stage 
shows which would individually be 
near impossible. Pam and Eddie. 
from High Lane. and Mavis and 
Alan, from Hazel Grove, are 
showing the way - they deserve 
every credit going. Their way of 
doing things is something other 
areas can learn from. That's it for 
this month. Info. etc c/o 71 Beckley 
Road. Broxtowe. Nottingham NG8& 
6GT. 
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rebels/Confederates. with the music 
very MOR country. put me very 
much in mind of Poacher. the first 
time they came to the Midlands. 
Bouncy. continuous sounds which 
will keep them in work - must seem 
a long way from the heady days of 
the ‘Birdy Song’. Didn't like their 
encore choice. Can't see any place 
for a straight copy of Stevie 
Wonder's ‘I Just Called To Say | 
Love You’. Sounded very much 
‘Working Mans’ Club Saturday 
night music’ 


@ Jim Onslow, continuing his mid- 
week solo career, has released a 
very creditable cassette for gig 
sales. Keeping well away from the 
material used when he is half of the 
Kenny Rowlands Duo. 


@ The landlord of the Ratcliff Arms. 
in Oxford. is struggling against a 
Noise Abatement Order on his 
music nights. Lore & The Legends 
had a great show there! 


@ The Rhinestone CWC. at 
Bloxwich Memorial Club, played 
host to ‘Beacon Country’, changing 
its club night from Monday to Friday. 
to cover the two hours live. Hoping 
to spread the word about its venue. 


@ Can | cover Stoke-on-Trent? | 
can, thanks. Went to Longton to 
watch Kelvin Henderson and his 
band perform, at a special 
country/honky tonk venue. 


Converted from a disused car 
auction rooms and aptly called 
Bidds. Nice room with a long bar. 
and tuxedo-ed greeting men. Were 
they really bouncers? Decorated in 
a pioneer style. with buffalo hunt 
and Wells Fargo murals. Opening 
act was a local solo, a wee bit out of 
his depth. Kelvin did one and a half 
sets - last one cut short by a long. 
protracted. mock-auction in aid of 
‘Children In Need’. with much 
haranging from General Lee and 
Pancho Villa. which was way over 
the top in content. and had nothing 
to do with charity or country music. 


Kelvin Henderson tried hard to 
recover the atmosphere with some 
good standards. The lady compere 
insisted on singing her fond 
farewells to the departing audience. 
Okay. I've covered Stoke-on-Trent. 


@ Happy New Year to you and 
yours, from me and mine. Ring me 
on (0952) 583672 or write to 

148 Warrensway. Woodside. 
Telford TF7 5QF. Don't get caught 
or killed!. 


Texan, Guy Clark with Red Moon Joe at Manchester's Band On The Wall. 


penned material they should be 
proud of. The knowledgeable, local 
crowd got right behind them with 
vigorous appreciation of this young 
British talent. A fine set, which 
provided a perfect lead-in to the 
skills of master country songwriter, 
Guy Clark. This big raw-edged, 
granite-chisled Texan is one of my 
all-time country singer/songwriter 
heroes. His songs offer, what 
appears to be, a deep insight to his 


obviously full life. and he openly 
invites his audience to share the 
story with him, in totally. believable 
ways. This, for me. is the essence of 
country music. 


LORE OF THE LEGENDS 


@ When High Lane. Hazel Grove 
CMC's, together with my ‘team’, 
were given the opportunity to 
feature Lore & The Legends in 


concert, they jumped at it. Acton 
Court Hotel. on the A6 in Stockport. 
proffered the comforts from which to 
show our joint bill of fare. Randy 
Blue, Bobbi Whyatt & Deep Water 
opened up proceedings with a 
quality set of club-style country, 
featuring a fair percentage of their 
besi. self-penned, original material. 
Lore & The Legends had two one- 
hour sets to perform, and there’s no 
doubt, they stormed Stockport with 
their ‘New Texas Music Show’. 
Some of the audience had travelled 
miles to see this show, and they left 
well rewarded with a great night of 
country music at its very best! Lore 
told me, he wants to party in our 
country music clubs when he 
returns to these shores, in the 
spring. Watch out for them. you 
bookers. because they are bound to 
be in demand. 


TAILENDERS 


@ The Northern Guild of 
Songwriters has now confirmed its 
two show case events at Pontin’s, 
Prestatyn. in May. American 
country dance experts, Dick & 
Genenne, will be found giving their 
expert instruction at Pontin’s New 
Year Get-together, at Prestatyn. 
Speaking of Pontin's, their grand ol’ 
master of country music, Bob 
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Chapple, is set to retire from his 
present role. this coming October. 
John Rutherford is the man 
earmarked as his successor. 


@ Harry Fielding, of Leasowe 
Castle CMC, Moreton. Merseyside, 
infos that its Thursday club is doing 
well and the members wish to 
arrange reciprocal visits to other 
clubs in the North West. Pat Cowap, 
Organiser of the Hopwood CMC, 
Heywood, Lancs, is looking for a 
new venue in the town (Wednesday 
evening), and rumour has it that St 
Thomas Cons Club is on the look 


out for interested parties to form a 
‘new’ country music club at that 
venue. (Some readers will 
remember that this was the home of 
The Western for years.) | hear 
Macclesfield music man and agent. 
Eugene Doherty. is to marry Shirley 
Wright (10 Jan). Found ‘Miss Right’ 
Hughie? Congratulations to you 
both. 


@ Run out of space again. See you 
all country socialising. Info please 
to: 11 Villdale Avenue, Offerton. 
Stockport SK2 5SQ; 

‘phone. 061 483 9532. 


@ THE start of anew year, and 
where did 1986 go? It seems to 
have flashed past. | wonder, 
looking at the local acts. if this will 
be the year of Dave Keen or Ed 
Pearson and Spellbound or Rio, all 
of whom promised to hit it big in 
1986. or the new names like Greta 
& The Stray Shots, or maybe 
Harmony Country Band will have 
you all talking this time next year. 
Who knows! 


@ The local radio scene seems not 
to be in too bad a shape, at present. 
Radio Kent airs its programme on 
Sunday evenings now, between 6 
and 7 pm - agood time - and 


should do well for listeners. Larry 
Adams is still at the helm. The 
commercial station now covering 
Kent. Invicta Radio, too. goes from 
strength to strength. Its weekly 
programme hosted by the ‘Dude’. 
with assistance from yours truly. 
There are plans to record a 
cassette this month. of local 
country bands, to tie in with the 
show. and seems assured of good 
airplay. This. the first compilation 
cassette of ten local acts. will be 
presented as ‘A Taste Of Kent 
Country’. Recording continues 
through next month, so if you have 
a band and are interested. give me 
a call and I'll put you in touch. 


Round The Regions... 


@ A Happy and Prosperous New 
Year wish to you all is the nice. 
logical way to start my first column 
for '87. and to say many thanks to 
all of you who have helped me 
compile this column over the 
months 


@ |'ve recently spent a most 
pleasant few weeks. Two events 
which stand out are the BCMA 
weekend at Sand Bay and the 
British Steel Convention. at 
Burghclere Village Hall, nr 
Newbury. But perhaps the major 
show of late was when Boxcar 
Willie and Johnny Russell breezed 
into Bristol to play for a capacity 
crowd at the Colston Hall. Although 
I've heard differing comments, 
suffice to say the large attendance 
remains proof of their popularity. 
and the reception they received 
was worthy of an encore. which 
was not forthcoming. 


@ Tommy Steele was not the only 
one ‘Singing In The Rain’ at the 
Bristol Hippodrome recently. as 
country performers. Dave Sheriff & 
Nicki Clarke staged a mini. outdoor. 
musical marathon for Cancer Aid 
Appeal. in what must have been - 
weatherwise - the most ferocious 


@ LET'S have a retrospective 
look. as is our wont. at the previous 
twelve months in the area. It was. of 
course. the year we were to 
‘Discover New Country’. but 
overseas tours. apart from the 
major festivals. saw a parade of 
trusted and tried favourites 


@ On the national front (non- 
political that is) TV's Channel Four 
did give us some extremely 
interesting Saturday nights. over a 
‘our week period. when's the next 
series? The major 
festivals saw a big change with 
Peterborough and the emergence 
of several others. although the 
Worthing British festival. seems to 


day for many a month. But they 
battled with the elements and 
managed to raise £300. So well 
done to them both! 


have consolidated itself “Harlow’s 
free festival still provides one of the 
year's high Spots. and attains it's 
tenth year of operation, this coming 
June. While the Mervyn Conn 
extravaganza still manages, each 
year, to provide a list of non- 
runners during its pre-Wembley 
run up. This year it was 

Waylon Jennings and Jessi Colter. 


Ona level. the Krugers look to be 
putting together a format which 
could become good news for 
country fans. One of the highspots 
of the year. is Easter weekend 
though not only because of the 
Wembley shindig. but for that other, 
now successful. venue in 


@ There have been some 
interesting guests at the Invicta 
studio recently. Among them 
Harmony, who also go out as a trio 
at the smaller venues. They brought 
in a tape they had recorded locally. 
and | was very impressed. | 
recommend you to see them, next 
time they are down your way. One 
recent gig of theirs was the charity 
dance at STC’s, Basildon, along 
with the popular Country Born, to 
supplement the trust fund for two 
youngsters, Samantha Woodhouse 
and Kevin Routledge. whose 
mothers were tragically killed ina 
road accident. 


@ Another recent guest on the 
Radio Invicta show was Jeannie 
Sinclair, who brought in a newly 
recorded tape. proving that 
Jeannie’s voice is still in good 
shape. Jeannie and her band 
appear to have been travelling 
extensively recently, with gigs in 
Scotland and Portsmouth. 


* @ | heard from another, formerly 
well-known, British female singer. 
who now appears to be extremely 
busy again. and I'm told the lady. 
Julie Byrne, once again has her own 
band and is playing the clubs. 


® Barrie. of Swindon Silver Spur 
CMC, reports the special at the Link 
Centre featuring the Stewart 
Brothers and First Chapter. Mel 


downtown Watford. the ‘Round Up 
Houseparty 


@ Onreflection. my complements 
of the year go to the re-emergence 
of the International Country Music 
Awards, and individual thanks to all 
those guys and gals who work in 
Hospital Radio, and do adamn 
good job with no personal reward. 


While on the performance front, my 
top group of the year is the new 
Roger Humphries line-up. among 
newcomers, Louisiana Hellraisers, 
really came to the fore through 

’86. so | feel they must take top 
spot, while Greta & The Stray Shots 
are one to watch for 


@ Mentioning Roger Humphries, 
reminds me that | recently caught up 
with him at the Royai Pavilion, North 
Woolwich The old Gillingham 
Groaner looks like going all the way 
with this group. Just listen to their 
harmonies... 


@ Proving yet again that country 
folk are caring folk. Big Jim 
Williamson started a Cancer Drive 
which required him to go all over the 
country (conveniently. he's a lorry 
driver), which culminates on 14 
March. at the Ascot Rooms Co-op 
Club. Luton. featuring Southern 


(See Avon Report below.) 


Haque. together with Linda & Arthur 
James. was a great night. which ran 
half an hour over The following 
night at the Silver Spur gained a full 
house for Clovis. who were 
apparently given 20 out of 10 by 
everyone. The next show too. 
apparently gathered in a near 
capacity house. for Parbola’s qreat 
show 


@ Tony Griffiths. of Fry's CMC tells 
me that a very good 5-piece band 
from Bedfordshire. Showboat 
proved to be a superb new actto this 
club. All five members of the band 
(four fellas and a girl) in turn. sang 
either lead or harmony. Their stage 
presentation too. was excellent. and 
Tony describes them as having 
some colourful stagewear. Seems 
like a fine band; which will no doubt 
return to Fry's again 


@ Anold favourite at Fry's is Jon 
Derek. who turned in a very good 
solo spot. Jon has always had 
excellent stage presentation. to 
match his first-class singing voice. 
The occasional wise-crack. also 
helped remind fans what a superb 
artiste he is. At the end of the night. 
the good-sized crowd was calling for 
more. >OIbBAL Ht 


Breeze. The list of venues Big Jim 
has lined up has already included - 
in our area - the Broken Lance. at 
Waltham Abbey. which featured 
Perfect Strangers: Deri Park. when 
Steve Mitchell was playing at this 
Rainham. Essex club; and Ruislip 
Manor CMC which was entertained 
by the T P Stubbs Bar Room Band. 
The list of clubs and groups 
whichhave donated to this drive. 
would fill up the remainder of this 
article. so just a note to say. many 
thanks from Big Jim and Kathleen to 
them. and | promise to keep you 
updated on the outcome of this 
major effort by ‘just another country 
fan’. If any club sec. etc would like to 
contact Jim directly for further 
details. then write to Big Jim 
Williamson. 2 Diamond End 
Cottages. nr Luton. Beds. LU2 8PW. 


@ Took the short journey to the 
Virginian club recently - my first fora 
little while - when the Louisiana 
Hellraisers were performing, As 
usual. the club and band more than 
provided a first-class evening's 
entertainment . . . Heard from Pete 
Larne. of Hospital Radio. a couple of 
weeks back and he infos me that he 
is now moving into his 25th year. 
presenting this service 


@ Saw Campbell's Country at the 
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Linda & Arthur James. who shared a good night at Swindon’s Silver Spur CMC. 


@ Brian Watkins of Coalpit Heath 
CMC infos: ‘lona & Andy kicked off 
the night with a fine set’. before 
popular Tony Best. with his comedy 
and his great voice. took things on 
Brian says. ‘The third session was 
fantastic. with Tony. lona & Andy 
together for an hour of excellent 
country music entertainment.’ 


@ |saMclsaac’s Continental Divide 
CMC's (Plymouth) members saw 
Johnny Carter and Hurricane Ridge 
play all kinds of country - oldies toa 
touch of country rock - encouraging 
everyone taidance the night away 


Valley club, when | had to call in 
there recently. Unfortunately. | was 
unable to'stop long, but during my 
short stay there. | was well taken 
with the way they are still delivering 
the goods. . . . 


Although not suffering from any 
‘mallard-y’. Rusty Douch recently 
made a reappearance on my ‘In 
Country’ programme. together with 
Quackers, his rubber duck. Singing 
a live session of his own material 
though. he did manage to send a 
few ‘goose’ pimples among those 
present. and | do believe we could 
be hearing ‘eider’ one thing or 
another. in respect of some of his 
titles 


@ It's always nice to receive your 
letters. even when they disagree 
with my comments. | concurred with 


Barbara and Dave Hyman. of Ascot. 


though. They wrote and said how 
much they enjoyed the recent 4th 
Salute To Country. at Harrow. 
saying how much Raymond 
Froggatt is a pleasure to listen to 
On that weekend. Brian Coll failed 
to materialise. So imagine my 
chagrin, and that of many others 
when a couple of weeks later. | 
travelled to the Robin Hood. at 
Dagenham. for a further evening of 
magic from the ‘Frog’. who. 
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@ | recently caught up with 
Truckstop playing for a dance, at 
Aylesham School Hall. The event 
was promoted by Dennis of the 
White Buffalo CMC, which normally 
meets at Adisham Village Hall. The 
venue was packed to see the main 
attraction of the evening, the Dave 
Keen Band. Their performance is 
becoming extremely popular in the 
South East. | must confess, | was 
not really impressed with Truckstop, 
though | was clearly in the minority 
on the night, as they went down 
extremely well. | understand the 
band only work on Saturdays, due 
to various day job commitments. 


@ | understand, from speaking 
recently with Glyn of Spellbound, 
that things are working out very well. 
since their change of lead guitarist 
last year. | also discovered they now 
have a recorded cassette, which 
features up-to-date material from 
artistes such as, Steve Wariner. It’s 
available from the band. at gigs. 


@ Well. that’s it for this month. 
Happy New Year to you all, and. as 
always, don't be shy and give mea 
call on (0304) 830627 or write to 
‘Millstone’. 3 Woolage Green. nr 
Canterbury. Kent CT4 6SF. 


In support was Johnny Spencer. a 
firm favourite with ‘Divide members. 
‘His humour and self-penned 
numbers went down a treat: we all 
had a wonderful night.’ says Isa 
She also reports a ‘rare treat’ 
watching Poacher record a show for 
the BBC. ‘Everything they did was 
done to perfection!’ 


@ That's about it for another 
month. If you have any news or 
information of musical activities in 
the area. please drop me a line. 17 
Fry's Hill. Kingswood. Bristol BS15 
4QJ: telephone. (0272) 671067 


together with his band and the 
Louisiana Hellraisers. was billed to 
appear in. what looked a real. right. 
mouth-watering evening. It was. 
therefore. a bitter pill to swallow. 
when shortly before the 
performance time. we were 
informed that the ancestral Rolls 
Royce the group travels around in 
had ‘again’ broken down on the 
motorway. Lucky enough. the duck 
had brought out Rusty Douch on 
the evening. and together with the 
Hellraisers and Cliff Stevens disco. 
maintained a full show. and kept the 
audience (if slightly disappointed) 
entertained. But Raymond. this is 
not the way to win friends and 
influence people. It took along while 
to make audiences revere and 
respect your music. so why not 
make a New Year's Resolution to 
get a new van???22? 


@ On the aspect of resolutions. 
mine is to try and keep you informed 
on what's happening around the 
area. So why not make yours the 
same and let me know what you are 
involved in. Remember. details as 
always to. 40 Cole Close. 
Thamesmead. London SE28 8AU 
or ring 01 310 2792. Have a Happy 
New Year and ensure Country 
Rools OK 


=) 


1) oem, 
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Round The Regions... 


@ WITH twenty years plus of gigs 
behind him, Mel Carson's 
penultimate show was at the 
Stables CMC, Knaresborough. An 
emotional ‘Goodbye’ from Mel. 
who paid tribute to the talents of his 
long-time backing band. The 
Trucking Company. The T C are 
losing bassist. lan. who is taking a 
degree course at Hull University. 
but with Wally Weston at the helm, 
they will now be known as the 
Western Road Band. With several 
gigs already to their credit. they 
will - I'm sure - help fill the gap 
created by Mel's retirement. Also 
appearing at the Stables this 
month. were popular husband and 
wife duo, Homestead. An act who 
have definitely ‘come on’ since | 
last saw them. both in stagecraft 
and appearance. and with an 
excellent P A to back it up. 


@ The combined might of the 
Leeds Leisure Services and the 
Yorkshire Evening Post are finding 
it difficult to repeat the success of 
the jazz series. with a country 
promotion at the Queens Hotel, in 
Leeds. Last month's offering 
featured Nashville award winner. 
Marie Lester with Hobo, Mark 
Moseley and Pete Sayers with his 
Dixie Bluebirds. Good solid backup 
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from Hobo. with the stunningly 
attired Ms Lester providing punch 
with her up-tempo vocals. A lady 
definitely in the more modern 
framework of country music, as her 
recently recorded Stateside album. 
using some of the better-known 
session men, will confirm. | should 
have liked to have seen and heard 
more of Mark Moseley (using the 
famed twin-neck Mosrite guitar. 
developed by his uncle) than his 
segment of the show allowed for. 
However, it was all good stuff. with 
Mark favouring numbers a la Gatlin 
Brothers style. with the ubiquitous 
Ben Reece taking crafty glances at 
the chord crib sheet for some of 
Mark's self-written songs. The party 
piece was definitely the 
instrumental offering of ‘Wild Wood 
Flower’, which had Alan 
abandoning his bass in favour of the 
lower neck of the Mosrite. and Mark 
playing lead on the top. Very well 
done and highly amusing. The 
second half was filled by Pete 
Sayers and the Dixie Bluebirds. 
Tight harmony vocals. but a rather 
sterile performance. But perhaps a 
joke referencing AIDS and directed 
at members of the audience that 
failed to amuse me. tended to 
influence my attitude towards their 
performance? 


& 
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@ |T seems strange to be wishing 
you a Happy New Year in 
November, but print and 
distribution schedules to bring you 
your ‘Round Up in time for January 
1st. have moved copy dates 
forward, so | hope you all enjoyed 
Christmas and especially the 
various Christmas parties held at 
the country clubs throughout the 
region. Hopefully, reports on these 
in next month’s issue. 


@ We recently had visits from two 
American country singers to local 
clubs. Firstly Guy Clark from 
Monihans, Texas, made a return 


visit to South Shields, in a show 
promoted jointly. by ALMA and the 
Delta CMC, at New Crown Hotel. | 
couldn't attend, but John Grover of 
ALMA reports an excellent evening 
of entertainment with 
singer/songwriter Guy Clark 
preferring the more intimate 
atmosphere of the New Crown 
Hotel, to his previous appearance 
at Buddy’s Nightclub. He 
entertained his audience by 
singing over thirty songs, including 
the legendary Desperados’ 
“Waiting For The Train’ and ‘LA 
Freeway’. VENA 


Round The Regions... 


@ A packed audience, full of 
appreciation, at Barnard Castle's 
Glaxo Club, home of Go Country 
CMC for this ‘styles of all 
persuasions’ show, bringing 
together an excellent choice of 
lesser-known material, presented 
by the Collier Dixon Line, and the 
familiar, crowd-pleasing, singalong 
numbers of Tony Goodacre. Add to 
this Spill The Beans’ magical 50- 
minute set, which thoroughly 
deserved the rapturous applause it 
received and you had a value-for- 
money show, before they were half 
way through. Further sets from 
Collier Dixon, Tony Goodacre, and 
the Jeannie Dee Trio, before a jam 
session featuring all artistes on 
stage, brought this superb night's 
entertainment to a close. 


@ Jim Burns, reporting the 
Hartlepool happenings: seems 
Texas Gold sang nearly every 
country classic ever released in 
their bid to entertain lona Club 
members . . . ‘Four good musos’ 
describes the ‘new-look’ Duke 
Boys, as they impressed with their 
nice harmonies, although they did 
too many Irish/Scottish folk songs 
for Jim’s liking . . . Rovers Qouits 
Club saw Essex-based, Firewater 


looking good, but lacking light and 
shade in vocals, and too many old 
songs for a young band, in Jim’s 
opinion. 


@ Dean Solomon's band went 
down well at Cameron's Club. A 
talented guy, who knows how to 
entertain. An enjoyable evening, 
also. from The Hank West Band. 
Their touch of bluegrass adding to 
the more than standard fayre. from 
this outfit. Enjoyed my first visit to 
this friendly little venue - courtesy 
of Joan Oakly and Bob Clements - 
hope to be back soon. Finally, at 
Cameron's, a very good showing 
from Roger Humphries new band 
(7th gig together), although his 
material was not to everyone’s 
taste. 


@ Jolene & Barry gave a good 
account of themselves making it a 
successful return visit to Loftus 
Cricket Club. (It still baffles me why 
this smashing little club isn’t a 
sellout each month!) Caught the 
traditional sounds of The Slim West 
Band, at Middlesbrough Cycling 
Club. Their choice of Marty Robbins 
ballads and Slim Whitman 
favourites seemed to be to the liking 
of the punters ... Memphis Short & 


® Assured of a friendly reception 
by Jim at the Welcome Inn at 
Hoyland, just south of Barnsley. | 
tripped off to see legendary US 
‘superstar’. Guy Clark. Opening the 


Guy Clark - 


show were local girls Pat (guitar). 
and Julie (keyboards). Nice blend of 
voices, but with material mainly on 
the folksy side, although they 
produced a couple of gems ala Paul 
Seibel and Paul Kennerley. 
Triumphant from their Swedish 
sprint. the Mick Conlin Trio’s short 
spot underlined their no-nonsense 
approach to the music. Mick's 
vocals are ideally suited to Dwight 
Yoakam's ‘Hurt In Me’. This band 
are now resident at The Welcome, 
every Friday. Also favouring the 
same no-nonsense approach was 
Guy Clark. Onstage, after a pre-gig 


@ The other USA act to tour the 
region was a guest of the Border 
CMC. Berwick, for its seventh 
anniversary show - Linda 
Cassady, ably backed by one of 
Britain's top bands, West Virginia. 
This was Linda's third, very 
successful, visit to the club in seven 
years. and Margaret Trotter 
reported a capacity audience. 


@ That very entertaining band from 
Yorkshire, Stonecreek, were the 
guests on the opening night at the 
Gunfighters CMC’s new venue. 
Gateshead Football SC. The 
Gunfighters seems to have made a 
move in the right direction, as the 
club has seen attendances increase 
each week, since it changed 
venues. An excellent night of 
entertainment was provided by local 
favourites, Bob Allison and Deuce 
(Dave & Kevin). 


@ Ashow which certainly brought 
the crowd in was the visit of Roger 
Humphries and his new band, their 
first for many years. Roger’s music 
was very well received - even if 
some of the newer converts to 
country music confessed they didn't 
know many of the songs! This band 
is sheer magic for me and they 
really put every effort into 


Grand Canyon were well received, 
at Middlesbrough's Dorman’s 
Athletic Club, as was the unique 
brand of country served up by 
Stonecreek. Excellent versions of 
Yoakam’s ‘Guitars and Cadillacs’, 
and Fogleberg’s ‘High Country 
Snows’, added to an already 
impressive line-up of lesser 
covered material this outstanding 
band performs. New drummer, 
Johnny Ringworm, adding depth 
and body to the band. (Look out for 
more character changes, next time 
around.) 


@ Jennifer Robson infos that 
Crook's Farrahs Arms was packed, 
wall to wall, with punters listening to 
the great harmonies of Welsh duo, 
Montana Blue. A marvellous 
version of ‘Seven Spanish Angels’. 
and their comedy set-up of ‘Islands 
In The Stream’ brought the house 
down. Sacriston’s Boot & Saddle 
CMC saw Nebraska arrive late, but 
then turn in a tremendous 
performance. The Hank West Band 
again pleased, with a good mix of 
country. 


@ Bowburn's Lazy ‘C’ CWC has 
enjoyed some good nights lately - 
Memphis Short & Grand Canyon, 
Firewater, Dean Solomon's Band, 
all pleased. Tony Andrew's new 


autographing session, he opened 
with ‘Home Grown Tomatoes’. The 
songs came thick and steady in his 
usual relaxed style, with little chat 
between. His new numbers 
included ‘New Songs For Old 
Friends’. co-written with wife 
Suzanne and Richard Dobson: 
‘Came From The Heart’. by 
Suzanne and Richard Lee. who 
wrote ‘Brown Eyes Blue’ for Crystal 
Gale. Guy reckons it's one of the 
best songs he’s ever heard. (Afraid 
I'll take some convincing.) For me. 
‘LA Freeway’ and the evocative 
‘Randall Knife’. will always sum up 
the talents and uniqueness of Guy 
Clark 


@ Convinced he has the hottest 
band in the land. | found Roger 
Humphries in the interval. relaxing 
with friends. after his previous 
night's show. at the Greenfields. 
Doncaster. Yes. he's back on the 
road with lots of new and self- 
written songs. He will be appearing 
at the Welcome. on 14 January. 


@ Congratulations to Wendy and 
her husband. of the High 
Chapperal. Burton On Trent. on the 
birth of their son. After assuring 
Shotgun - who were on stage at the 
time - that they would be paid. 
Wendy made a hasty departure for 


entertaining this audience with a 
wide variety of songs, including 
those made popular by Joe Sun and 
David Allan Coe, and Roger gave a 
superb rendition of Froggie's ‘White 
Pearl-Handled Gun’. 


Roger Humphries. ~~ 


@ Since my last report, the Chuck 
Wagon CMC, Alnwick temporarily 
changed venues from the Fleece 
Inn. The larger premises of the 
White Swan was more suited, to 
present popular, Scottish 


line-up, Raincheck, sounded good - 
wide range of material from old and 
new honky tonk to bluegrass. 
There's a special charity show this 
month, at Washington's Stella- 
Maris Club - a wheelchair appeal - 
on the 13th, Froggy and Kelvin 
Henderson providing the 
entertainment. 


@ Yarm’s New Cross Keys Hotel 
stages good shows each week, yet 
the hardcore of support remains 
around the 50-60 mark. Lately, top- 
rated, Bob Newman & Carole 
Gordon provided a faultless 
performance. At Marske Cricket 
Club, | saw Art Marshall 
demonstrating his liking for Froggatt 
numbers (he included four). His 
varied programme was popular with 
the customers, many of whom, 
ironically, had never heard of 
Raymond Froggatt. 


@ After arun of pretty average acts, 
Guisborough Qouit Club came back 
to form this month. The professional 
performance and style of Keith 
Manifold contrasted well with the 
more modern approach of the Craig 
Duggan Band. Greatly improved, 
with more than a hint of the old 
Borderline band in their presentation. 


@ Agood crowd enjoyed the Shack 


ty 


the labour ward. Determined to 
carry on the good influences. 
Wendy and family celebrated the 
arrival by attending the Pontin's (or 
Pontoons as Mark Moseley says it) 
festival at Southport 


@ Members of the Northern 
Songwriters’ Guild. Dave McQueen 
and Buckskin made an appearance 
at Buttershaw Lane. Bradford. 
Latest news from the Guild is that of 
a sampler-type album. including 
other Guild members and Raymond 
Froggatt. and engineered in the 
ELO studio in Birmingham. The 
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album will be available in the New 
Year and Mike Sagar of Dillinger. 
and myself will be organising a 
show. in the Leeds area. to promote 
some Guild members’ contributions 
to British country music. 


@ Hope there is enough space left 
to wish everyone a Happy New Year 
and a big thank you for all the 
hospitality and friendship that | 
received in 1986. 


News and chatter to 18 Powell 
Street. Harrogate. HG1 4BY: 
telephone 0423 508081. 


Round The Regions... 


songstress, Ruby Rendall & 
Cimarron (including two local 
musicians lan and Dave Harris). 


@ The Hank West Band, also from 
Scotland, were the guests, recently. 
at the Country Jamboree CMC, 
Consett. | first saw this band at the 
1986 Peterborough Festival, on the 
CMRU Showcase of Original British 
Talent. when they presented all self- 
penned material. | was very 
impressed with them then and 
enjoyed seeing their full show at the 
Carlton. Another band which | also 
saw at Peterborough, and expected 
great things from on their first tour of 
the region, but was disappointed, 
were Firewater. | expected the band 
to be well received in many of the 
clubs in this region, because their 
stagewear is the uniform of the 
American Civil War, but their choice 
of song material did not complement 
their slick dress, and | am sorry to 
say, their rendition of ‘American 
Trilogy’ was inferior to many we 
hear locally .. . 


@ Incontrast, the Dean Solomon 
Band continued to impress me when 
| recently caught up with them, at the 
North & South CMC, Gateshead. 
Although the audience demanded a 
limited choice of material, it was well 


Band, at South Bank FC, although | 
felt perhaps it was not one of their 
better nights . . . Since my last 
report, Dave Forster has appeared 
at Redcar’s Royal Navy Club, as 
have Cleveland’s Country Cousins. 
Terry ‘Doc’ Bowes, 60 plus and still 
going strong - one of the instigators 
of country music, in the North East - 
he's a crowd pleaser and very 
popular, locally. 


@ Ruby Rendall’s Band appeared 

at Wilton ICI Social Club without any 
advance publicity, so attracted only 
70 fans, and Ruby - vibrant as 

ever - had her work cut out to inject 
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presented. The North & South CMC 
has now moved to Bensham Social 
Club, Gateshead, fortnightly on 
Thursdays. 


@ A ‘new’ local band to appear on 
the North-East circuit is Sidewinder. 
fronted by one of my ‘oldest’ friends 
in country music, the much- 
respected. Ossie Amin. Another 
much-respected musician, Jimmy 
Hornsby. is rumoured to be joining a 
well-known local band -watch this 
space next month for details! 


@ | would like to make a plea to all 
country fans in the region, to 
support ‘live’ country music around 
the various clubs in the region in 
1987. Especially those which are 
self-supporting and cannot always 
afford to bring in the top names, but 
still continue to promote country 
music. These clubs are vital to the 
new up-coming acts. So keep them 
going with your attendance. 


@ Don't forget, Raymond 
Froggatt's at the Gunfights CMC, 
17 January. 


@ Any news, views, comments, etc 
to: 15 Coatsworth Court, 
Gateshead, NE8 1QR; telephone, 
(091) 4781885. 


some life into her current line- 
up... Together a relatively short 
time, but having a wealth of 
individual experience, The Black 
Spur Road Band shone through, 
when they appeared at 
Middlesbrough's RAOB Club. 


@ Before we run out of space 
completely, here’s wishing 

everyone a happy. healthy 1987. 
Happy listening, especially to the 
committee of The Broken Horse 
Shoe. Views, news, moans and 
groans to: 21 Scanbeck Drive, 
Marske by Sea, Redcar, Cleveland 
TS11 7AU: telephone, (0642) 476509. 


@ THE Broadway Club, inOmagh, 
was the venue for the presentation 
of the Erne-Side Country Music 
Awards '86. There to present the 
popularity poll awards were Erne- 
Side Community Radio's top Du's. 
Among those collecting trophies 
were Ray Lynam and Philomena 
Begley, Daniel O'Donnell, Sandy 
Kelly, Tony Stevens, Eileen King, 
Hugo Duncan, Travelling Folk, 
Gene Fitzpatrick, and Chuck & 
June of the Gamblers. The top 
award of the evening, ‘The Country 
Hall Of Fame’ went to Buckaroo's 
lead singer, Brian Coll, who 


recently celebrated 25 years on the 
Irish country music circuit. Brian 
now plans to issue his first new 
recording for almost ten years. 


® Country vocalist, Seamus 
McGee, gave an impressive 
performance on RTE's leading 
afternoon chat show, ‘Live At 3’, 
which is introduced by Thelma 
Mansfield and Derek Davis. 
Seamus performed a track from his 
current album, ‘The World You Left 
Behind’. He and his band are 
enjoying recording popularity with 


their single ‘The Donegal Emigrant’. 


especially on their British tour. The 
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@ BBC TV's ‘Make Mine Country’. 
returns in February with a series of 
programmes recorded at the 
country festival. Kings Hall. Easter 
1986. The series deals mainly with 
American country artistes, but | 
have heard that the next series will 
be mainly Irish acts - which should 
help the Irish country scene. as the 
home-grown artistes have been 
neglected over the last couple of 
years, only a few appearing on 
‘Make Mine Country’ - and they 
were well-established acts. so let’s 
hope the new names get their fair 
share! For more details. acts can 
get in touch with Mr Harry Adair. at 
the BBC. Oremeau Avenue, 
Belfast. 


@ Susan McCann has just had her 
third album release, on Homespun 
Records. Titled ‘Songs Just For 
You’ (Homespun DHL 713), it was 
actually recorded in Nashville with 
session musicians. A middle of the 
road selection of songs like ‘Paper 
Roses’. ‘Have | Told You Lately 
That | Love You’. ‘This Song Is Just 
For You’, ‘Baby Blue’, ‘Buried 
Treasure’, ‘Jealous Heart’, and 
‘Remember You're Mine’. A slight 
change of direction, after her 
‘Tribute To Buck Owen’ album, and 


@ NOT much to report this first 
month's issue of 1987 (written late 
November). Fortunately, three or 
four regulars keep the country club 
flag flying bravely ... From 
Oxfordshire comes a massive 
missive, from Jim and Betty 
Eagles, who have always been on 
the ball with club publicity, their's 
being the West Way CMC, at 
Witney Town Football Club - just 
opposite the fire station - if my 
earlier years’ information is still 
correct! Some first-rate bands are. 
as usual, the normal thing, at this 
fine, Sunday night club. Still 


her ‘Irish Songs’ album. but another 
class recording. which should notch 
up quite a lot of cross-channel 
sales, and elsewhere on the 
European market. where Susan is 
now held in high esteem. 


song was composed by the singer 
and his manager, Danny ‘Big 
Daddy’ O'Donnell. 


@ When it comes to selecting 
recording material which appeals to 
middle-of-the-road record buyers, 
then Foster & Allen are the masters. 
With the backing of £250,000 from 
Stylus Records, Mick and Tony 
have collected another Silver and 
Gold disc for their current 18-track 
‘Reminiscing’ album, which is high 
in the British top 20. With long- 
standing favourites such as, ‘Old 
Shep’, ‘Fraulein’, ‘Old Pals’. plus 
‘Nobody's Darling But Mine’. little 
wonder that the duo. Foster & Allen, 
are one of our most success‘ul 
exports. both on tour and on disc. 


@ Barnbrack are in superb vocal 
form with their latest Irish chart 
entry, ‘The Wedding Prayer’. and 
from newcomers Chisel, comes a 
self-composed track entitled, 
‘Another Affair’. With so many 
record tokens around, we have a 
great selection of albums from top 
country newcomer, Daniel 
O'Donnell. A 16-track country 'n’ 
Irish selection titled, ‘| Need You’, 
with his new single, ‘Veil Of White 
Lace’ included. Brendan Shine, in 
great form on ‘Moonshine’ after his 


@ The US Mail Country Music 
Club's new President is popular 
entertainer. Joe E Hamilton. and ata 
social evening at the club's 
Glengormley premises, he was 
presented with a silver tankard to 
mark the occasion. Officials of 


s 
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@ Jim Gough. Outlet. Susan McCann and Outlet boss. Billy McBurnley. 


@ There's a get-together country 
music weekend being planned for 
the summer of 1987, at a venue in 
Portrush, to be promoted. in 
conjunction with the Northern 
Ireland Tourist Board. The 
entertainment side will be covered 
by Crawford Bell with Jackie 
McCartney representing the country 
music clubs . . . More details at a 
later date. 


concert-style Jim? Just in case you 
all get your January CMRU, as 
planned, before Christmas, the 
West Way features Kevin Duffy 
Band on 21 December, and 
Firewater on 28 December. 


@ Another regular is the Brighton 
CMC's wad of items. Wish it was 
the earlier days of CMRU, when we 
had a whole page to ourselves, 
including photos . . . mind you, 
petrol was the equivalent of 15/- a 
gallon then. Wasn't it? Cheap 
enough, whatever it was, to fill up 
the old banger and sally forth. The 


neighbouring club. El Paso. Larne. 
were there to add their good wishes 
to the club, and Joe E Hamilton. for 
1987. 

@ A trophy is to be inaugurated in 
remembrance of the late Bill Forbes, 
by the Eileen King Fan Club. It will 
be presented annually. to the 
member voted ‘Fan of the Year’. Bill 
was a faithful member until his 
untimely death. 


Moody Brothers get a big hand 
from the Brighton Club organiser. 
and are sure to get a rebooking on 
their next tour. 


British concert tour, should pick up 
good sales. John Glenn & The 
Wranglers bring us ‘Favourites’, 
with old hits such as ‘Sunnyside Of 
The Mountain’ included. Brendan 
Quinn, of the Bluebirds, deserves 
attention with his ‘Just An Ordinary 
Man’ album. And back to singles - 
Larry Cunningham & The Mighty 
Avons deserve good attention with 
‘The First Fall Of Snow’. 


@ ATE television celebrates its 
25th anniversary. (The station 
transmitted its first programmes on 
31 December 1961.) The Radio end 
has suffered the loss of 167,000 
listeners; Radio 1 is down by 87,000 
listeners and Radio 2 by a further 
80,000 listeners. With some 80 
illegal pirate stations on the air. RTE 
Radio has lost hundreds of 
thousands, not only in listeners, but 
also a high amount in advertising 
revenue . 


@ Two's Company Duo (Eamonn 
and Mary) celebrate their 21st 
anniversary together this month. 
They plan a special celebration 
album to be issued by Failte 
Records. 


@ Sadly, the 10th Caban 
International Song Contest, which is 
due to be staged on 6 and 7 


@ Big Jim Anderson has a new 
album - his second - on the 
Homespun label. The title is 
‘Requests’ (PHL 498). Tracks 
include his Irish hit single ‘Sweet. 
Forget-Me-Not'’. There is also a 
nice version of the Jimmie Rodgers 


@ Big Jim Anderson 


classic. ‘Old Pals Of Yesterday’ and 
a good version of ‘Veil Of White 
Lace’ plus a couple of gospel 
songs - ‘Amazing Grace’ and 
‘Jerusalem’. (| must say. | enjoyed 
this one Jim.) 


@ That gentle giant. ‘Fiddlin’ Tom 
Cameron too, has another album 

released on Rainbow Records. It’s 
called ‘Big-N-Country' (RBC 130). 


1 The Moody Brothers go down well 
at Brighton CMC. 


Stu Page & Remuda. 
at Brighton 
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February next, could be the last. 
RTE has withdrawn support from 
the event. and the committee will 
find it extremely difficult to get a 
major sponsor, without mass media 
exposure . . . 


@ While Daniel O'Donnell is 
becoming a household name on the 
country circuit, many still ask: 
whatever happened to his sister, 
Margo, once Ireland's leading 
songstress? 


Seamus McGee, who appeared on 
RTE’s afternoon show, ‘Live At 3’. 


with RTE Radio 2 host, Paschal Mooney 


Songs include ‘It Keeps Right On 
A-Hurtin”’. ‘Happy Anniversary’. 
‘Candle In The Wind’. ‘Blue Eyes 
Crying In The Rain’. There are two 
fiddle instrumental numbers. ‘Joys 
Of Quebec’. and ‘Turkey In The 
Straw’. Good to see him back on the 
recording scene again. That's it for 
this month. A happy and 
prosperous New Year to all in 
1987. 


The address. as usual. 

Richard Dudgeon. 

10 Kitchener Street. Belfast BT12 
6LE: telephone (0232) 240415. 


@ Anew country band, know as 
Paddy & The Biddies has been 
launched with a debut single, ‘Poor 
Farmer’, issued by Crashed 
Records. 


@ Well. they say: ‘Look back and 
give thanks: look forward and take 
courage . . ' Let's hope '87 will see 
a new era for country music and 
hope country artistes will act more 
professionally, both on and off 
stage! Slan go foill. Donal K 
O'Boyle, Ard Aoibhionn, Bunbeg, 
Letterkenny, Co. Donegal: 

tel, 075 31176. 


“Advertisements are 
published on the 
understanding that 
they are truthful, legal, 
decent and honest and 
in the interests of our 


feadership. 


A great deal of care is 
expended by this 
newspaper to ensure 
that this is the case.” 
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@ Tostart 1987, it's down to 
George Moody & Country Squires - 
aname to be reckoned with - and 
Stu Page & Remuda. at the 
Brighton Trades & Labour Club 
(Thursday). At copy date, 
Chichester’s programme only takes 
me up to the end of December. 
Sorry, but there it is! Seems it's 
difficult for clubs to equal our 
demand for earlier deadlines, since 
they are, by and large, hard puttoit, 
being working lads during the day 
as well! However, I'll put the 21 
December date in for the earlier 
reasons. It's that lovely feller, 
Gordie West. from Canada, at the 
Welcome Inn, at Petersfield. 


@ Sunday 28 December, at the 
same venue, it’s Landsdown 
Country Duo. A fine duo with an 
elegant lady drummer/vocalist. and 
a ditto gentleman guitarist/vocalist. 
Ideal for the Welcome Inn, and 
being a fairly ‘local’ outfit, the 
organisers don't have any fears 
about the weather. as it puts aside 
long and possibly snowbound 
journeys. The same thing must 
apply to Georgia Country Band. 
playing the club's St George’s Hall, 
Whyke, Chichester Dance, 31 
December. 


@ Okay. okay, nothing much else! 
Oh, I've a sorry note from my 
erstwhile second half of this column, 
Shirley Lawrence, who's been 
unable to help out with her 
wanderings around Surrey, fora 
while. Back problems, necessitating 
hospital treatment etc, have put paid 
to her valuable news items for some 
time . . . get well soon. Glad you are 
enlisting ‘alternative healing’ help! 


@ So, that’s about it. Don’t forget 
the ‘biggie’ at Southampton 
Guildhall. Reg Lodge on 
Southampton 778313 will give you 
all the information on his ‘All 
Winners Show’ since even the 
runners-up are outstanding in the 
Wildwood South's estimation... a 
sentiment | go along with. 


@ Well, I've struggled a bit with this 
‘new’ electric typing machine. I'm 
down to one finger, each hand, and| 
have to look at the keyboard, but | 
can do with the practice, so don’t 
forget. for your Southern Style 
reviews and points of view, I'm at 65 
Victoria Road, Netley Abbey, Hants 
SO3 5DQ, and the telephone is 
(0703) 455972, so make a note of it! 
Cheers . . . mine’s a draught 
Guinness these days, by the way! 
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@ IT is the time of year. once 
again. to wish everyone all the best 
for the next twelve months. and this 
| do with all sincerity. |am sure lam 
not alone in wondering what the 
next year holds in store for the 
British country music scene. For 
me. | would like to see more 
promoters working together. co- 
operating with one another. trying 
to help the musicians instead of 
‘ripping them off’. Over the latter 
months of 1986. | was fortunate to 
meet with many people who are 
genuinely involved in doing their 
best for country music. Such 
people made me realise it is 
worthwhile to keep pushing for 
something in which you believe. 
And before | jump off my soap-box. 
| shall quote yet again ‘United We 
Stand, Divided We Fall’. So. how's 
about making our New Year 
Resolution to work together as a 
team. with the honest intention of 
helping promote the country music 
scene. A word of advice to any 
glory hunters in this business, ‘The 
Glory is non-existent. but the 
satisfaction can be 110%" 


@ In last month's issue. the Quick 
Tour cruise to Sweden was 
adequately covered by Mick Green, 
and | can only endorse his 
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@ AT this time of year most writers 
take a look back at the goings on in 
the country scene. Just to be 
awkward, I'll have a look at what 
might be in the coming year. 


COUNTRY 
CONNECTION... 


Are one of the most entertaining 
groups seen of late, so | will 
forecast a pretty good future. This 
four-piece outfit, led by Ron 
Bernard, have put in a great deal of 
work, both in presentation and 
material. Capable of present 
‘modern country’, but with a high 
spot which features guitar boogie 
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comments. However. | would like to 
add. that while | fully enjoyed the 
named acts. | found Cheyenne to be 
like a breath of fresh air. Four young 
men with such enthusiasm for their 
music, both on and off stage. They 
deserve to go far. | certainly hope 
the Scottish audiences get a chance 
to hear this outfit. 


done like it was in days gone by. 
The combo, made up of three 
serving men in the local 
constabulary, Tom Smith, Alex 
McDonald, Ron Bernard, plus 
young Jimmy Reilly on drums. 


BOB & CAROL SILVER... 


As aduo, are in 
amongst Scotland's top country 


entertaiments bracket. As a band - 


they increase to a foursome, as 
required - they become 
exceptional. A combination of the 


Scots and Welsh nationalities gives 
the outfit one of the best vocal set- 


ups in the Scotland's southern 
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@ HERE we are at the start ofa 
brand new year and the Lothian 
region seems set for a good year of 
country music, with several top 
name acts already booked. 
American acts, Robert Joe 
Vandygriff and Joe Sun are visiting 
the Tucson Club in Edinburgh; 
Raymond Froggatt - the Edinburgh 
Playhouse in May; and Vernon 
Oxford, the Double K Club, 
Dumfries, also in May. Butlin’s 
Holiday Centre, in Ayr, is set to 
repeat last year’s successful 
country festival, from 19 - 22 
September. That's the future, but 
this past month has been very busy 
with American acts touring the 
area. The first show | attended was 
by American band Lerue, from San 
Francisco. The band was made up 
of several members of Queen Ida’s 
band, and two from the Grateful 
Dead. If you can imagine a 
‘punk/cajun’ band, that is the 
image Lerue gives, but what a 
great show they put on. Everything 


* from cajun to Texas-swing and 


heavy metal. 


@ The Lerue show was promoted 
by Acoustic Routes of Edinburgh, 
as was the Guy Clark show. Guy 
appeared on stage accompanied 


Vernon Oxford to appear at Double K. Dumfries. 


only by his guitar and gave us an 
hour and a half of all his own hits, 
plus several new songs written by 
his wife, Suzanne. 


@ | saw Linda Cassady at the 
Double K CMC, in Dumfries, backed 
by the excellent West Virginia. This 
180-mile, round trip proved well 
worth it, and my thanks to Jim Kerr 
and Club Pressy, Joe Kirk, for their 
hospitality. The Double K is a very 
well-organised club, with a seated 
audience of about two hundred 
members. 
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@ Anevening hosted by Inverness 
CWC. in aid of cystic fybrosis 
research. raised £600. The bands 
appearing were Centrefold, Peter J 
Stone & Hickory Wind. and Manson 
Grant & The Dynamos. All were in 
top form and sounded fantastic. As | 
listened to Hickory Wind, | thought it 
is such a pity that this outfit will, 


region. Presentation too, plays a 
big part in their act, and the leggy 
displays from Carol, complement 
her strong sense of humour and 
singing - perhaps there are those 
who find it difficult to place their 
choice in order of priority - most, it 
seems, would have both. 
Whichever way, there is no 
question of the entertainment 
provided. A bit more travel on the 
northern scene and the band will 
get much more deserved 
recognition. They are my tip for the 
top in '87. 


VISION COUNTRY MUSIC. . 


Have been mentioned a few 

times in this column and the trio are, 
in my book, one of the most 
workmanlike outfits around the 
Scots scene without a great deal of 
experience on the circuit. A family unit, 
consisting of husband, Tom Bonnar 
(lead guitar), wife Sandra (bass 
guitar), plus brother-in-law, Eric, 
who drives the hard country sound 
on drums, but not an outfit which 
favours the ‘new country’ sound. 


NEBRASKA... 


@ Having seen this band only three 
times, my vote goes for, rather than 
against. Group leader, Bill 


Tony Goodacre. at Edinburgh's Tucson Club. 


@ The last of the American acts to 
visit the region was bluegrass band, 
Bob Paisley & Southern Grass, at 
the Navaar House Hotel, Penicuik. 
This was Bob's second visit to this 
venue and his gig proved every bit 
as popular as his last. The show was 
well presented by Dave Logan. 


@ Fife band, The Waltons, have 
again decided to call it a day, as the 
latest members of the band could 
not decide whether to turn 
professional or not. Appaloosa, too, 
have disbanded, but steel guitar 


perhaps. cease to exist in the not 
too distant future. Why? Because 
some members are happy to 
remain semi-pro while others want 
to take up the music fulltime. Such 
a decision was recently taken by 
Elgin-based, Maggie & Tennessee 
Express. All best wishes are 
extended. 


Alexander, has knitted a neat 
pattern in sound for Nebraska, and 
his own strong vocals seem to give 
that little bit extra, where so many 
bands seem to fall short. A varied 
repertoire and highly popular on the 
east coast. So, it would pay clubs on 
the other side to take note . . of 
Nebraska. 


CLUB SCENE... 


Having heard repeated yarns 

about this and the other. on the 
falling off of country music in 
Scotland, my answer is, FORGET IT! 
One club closes and there are 
national headlines on ‘The Decline 
Of The Scene’. | often wonder 
where such tales originate, and on 
most occasions, find they stem from 
those who missed, or failed, to catch 
the gravy train. Then, there are 
those with chips on their shoulders, 
simply because they are not on the 
popularity trail. Again, the fault is 
probably self made. In saying that, 
may | inform any interested party, 
that country music is, and always 
has been, flourishing in Scotland. 


@ Over the past few months. 
Ayrshire has become quite a 
stronghold for country music and 
the Saltcoats club, White Horse. 
has played a great part in 


player, Ronnie, makes the move to 
the Hank West Band, bringing this 
combo up to a five-piece. 


@ The Penville CMC in Penicuik, 
has had a couple of good evenings 
of late, via visits from Scots Country 
Comfort, and Route 65. (The Hank 
West Band replaces The Waltons at 
the club's Christmas Show.) 


@ TheFlag & Saddle CMC featured 
local band, Dixie, at its latest show. 
Now a four-piece, this band is 
improving, every time | see them. 
Incidentally, the Flag & Saddle has 
now moved to a new venue, The 
British Legion Club, in Ladywell. 
West Lothian. 


@ Worthy of a mention is The 
Colorado Club, at Bathgates' Kaime 
Part Hotel, which had a visit from 
Alloa’s Black & Silver. This is an 
excellent young band, featuring 
Marie on vocals, Kevin on bass and 
vocals, and lead guitar player. 
Jamie, and are gaining in popularity 
all the time. 


@ The Goldiggers CMC 
(Blackburn), and the Western Union 
(Whitburn) are still attracting good 
crowds for their country events and 
the Colville Park Club (Motherwell) 


Picture: 
@ Ayrshire-based trio. Country Dawn 
receives excellent reviews throughout 
the Highland Region. 


@ One local band who seem to be 
surviving well as fulltime musicians 
are Gambler, who between their 
own bookings and those 
performances as Gerry Ford's 
backing band. are kept very 

busy . .. On arecent hearing. | 
thoroughly enjoyed their varied 
choice of material. which now 
includes a couple of Dwight Yoakam 
numbers. 


@ Although | missed the visit from 
Ayrshire-based trio. Country Dawn. 


excellent reports have reached me. 
and | enjoyed alittle of their show on 
video. | also enjoyed Lybster-based 
trio. Harmony’s show and am most 
impressed with the talent of their 16- 
year-old lead guitarist. who also 
provides some excellent lead 
vocals. 


Nothing much touring in The 
Highlands this month. Wisely. it is 
left to the local bands to open up the 
clubs for 1987. As always | welcome 
your news. views and comments at 
56 Kilmuir Road. Inverness. or if you 
don't feel like writing. give me a call 
on (0463) 221268. 
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establishing that fact. Meeting 
alternate Fridays. at the local 
Labour SC. under the direction of 
Danny Strachan. the club has no 
complaints over attendances, and 
is one of the many Scottish clubs 
which can boast a proud. charitable 
record. An excellent venue. well 
stewarded by a hard working 
committee .. . and more than 
reasonable prices at the bar 


SOUTHERN STAR CWC. 


@ Secy, Isa Craig, is one of those 
persons who keeps an ear close to 
the ground for ‘new’ acts. Not 
surprisingly, the Europa Lounge is 
also a favourite venue, in the 
Ayrshire region, with regular full 
houses. My advice is to be early at 
this venue - particularly when any 
top-ranked act is on - and there 
have been many, during the past 
twelve months. 


SOUTHERN COMFORT CWC. 


@ One of the staunch country 
venues in the west area, and very 
charity-minded folk with Annabella 
Gray atthe helm. It’s a ‘once upona 
time’ fairy tale for the Southern 
Comfort, which meets each 
Saturday, in a local prefab-cum-hut 
venue, which must still be rated as 


which recently played host to Route 
65 found 350 country fans packed 
the hall. . . Incidentally, the Colville 
‘Gunslingers’ organised an 
excellent night of country music 
featuring Paise'y-based, Country 
Dawn. This trio having completed a 
full summer season at Butlin’s 
Holiday Centre, in Ayr, and are now 
anxious to get around the country 
venues in Scotland. 


@ Edinburgh’s Tucson Club had 


excellent visits from Skin & Bone, 
Maggie & Tennessee Express, The 
Tony Goodacre Roadshow, 
featuring Collier Dixon Line and 


one of the warmest and friendliest | 
have attended throughout the past 
year. Once again, top acts are no 
strangers to the Kilwinning club, 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT. 


@ Scottish Country Music 
Fellowship recently ran a 
competition for members, based on 
arranging, in correct order, names, 
birthdates and places of birth of 
artistes. Using two British- 
published country music 
encyclopaedia as confirmation 
material. Lo and behold, it was 
found there were numerous 
differences between publications. 
Which raises the question, how 
dependable are such encylopaedia 
to those who are dependent on 
such information, and at what cost? 
Perhaps SCMF should have based 
its quiz on the publication, which is 
nearest to the truth . . . 


® Here's wishing all readers and 
fans, a very prosperous and healthy 
New Year, with lots of country 
goodies coming your way .. . first 
one being CMRU'’s 5th Houseparty. 
Have a great year! 


Dave Hendry, 121 Marmion Road, 
Greenfaulds, Cumbernauld, G67 
4AW. 


Spill The Beans. SCMF band of the 
year, Manson Grant & The 
Dynamos, too, provided the club 
with their excellent showcase. 


@ Incidentally, Manson has his 
latest album out now, called ‘Award 
Winners’. It features the Dynamos, 
augmented by studio musicians and 
is produced by Ireland's Crawford 
Bell. This very good album seems to 
capture the great atmosphere of a 
live Dynamos show. 


@ All news and views to: 
122 Brunton Gardens, Edinburgh 
EH7 5ET; tel, (031) 556 9642. 


Happy New Year 
To All 


TEL: (078087) 563 
FOR ALL BOOKINGS AND INFORMATION 


The best in Country Music 
from artiste and compere 


TONY JOE 
GRANT 


& Available nationwide 
/ a (0625) 613048 


TOP SOLO 
COUNTRY ENTERTAINER 
ICMA FINALIST 


JIM RYDER 


Wishes Fan Club Members 
& Friends Everywhere 


Happy New Year. 
BOOKINGS DIRECT: Alf Roberts 
2 Celyn Ave. Connah's Quay 
Deeside. Clwyd CH5 4SZ 
Tel: (0244) 813009 


Brian Richards Promotions 
Telephone: (01) 311 3038 
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LOUISIANA HELLRAISERS 


KEN’S COUNTRY 
DISCO 
DJ AND COMPERE 
25 years spinning 
Available for your 
show/party. anywhere 
Fully Pro 
Doncaster 876272 


or Rotherham 894444 


NEWS FILE 


m ARTISTE, — 
COMPERE & 
STAGE MANAGER 


061-973 6380 
EQUITY & M.U. 


Radio. TV and recording artiste 
featured on the ‘UK New Country’ 
album. All enquiries - 0704 41710 


Available nationwide 
for theatre. club, or festival. 
Solo or with band. 
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(100%) COUNTRY 
Dundee (0382) 645083 
— NOW FIVE PIECE BIGGER AND EVEN BETTER! 


4-PIECE COUNTRY BAND 

(0843) 821440 or (0304) 830627 
AVAILABLE WITH 
FEMALE VOCALIST 
OR CABARET 


Wolverhampton CMC 


Derek & Chris 

would like to wish friends, 

bands, club promoters & anyone 
who helps to make country grow 


A HAPPY 
NEW YEAR’ 


V 7 
q */| : 
JIM DUNCAN 
THE MAGNIFICENT MUSIC MACHINE 
0952 583672 


‘DON’T BE VAGUE BOOK 
HAGUE 


The Man 
Who Sits Down & 
Makes Audiences 

Sit Up. 


Tel: 0302 771287 


Taking Bookings 
For 1987 
# 


* 
® 
Pf 
ARTHUR +» 
JAMES 
hy ” 
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Award Winners 
0455 618197 


STU PAGE & REMUDA 


Enquiries:- 


+ (0532) 567104 


BIG JIM 
REYNOLDS 


Country Singer. 
Fully Pro/Equity. 


(0952) 813421 


wt> 
are comi Q KKKKK 


Contact: (0952) 610919, (0889) 882607 


uP, 


AGIMNOILYN FTEVIIVAV 


JEFF CLIFFSON 


One of Wales’ top Country 


fan 4 Western singers 
GF (0691) 72023 


ye No venue too large or small 
\ 
Pek. Distance no object 


cote # 


Fully pro. 


WOLVERHAMPTON CMC (Friday) 
The Albion, Lichfield Road, 
Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, 
West Midlands. 


2 Foster Boys; 9 Whiskey River; 
16 Westwood; 23 Hamilton's Power; 
30 TBA. 


WOLVERHAMPTON CMC (Sunday) 
The Black Horse, 

Thompson Avenue, Wolverhampton, 
West Midlands 


4 Clint's Collection; 11 Pinkerton's 
Colours; 18 Blazing Saddles; 25 Roger 
Humphries Band. 


J & E Records 


St. Mary’s Road, 
West Walton, 


BIDDS CMC (Friday, Saturday) 
Sutherland Road, Longton, 
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire. 


3 Joe Piper & Country Courage; 

9 Buckskin; 10 Pete Palmer & Fox 
Mountain Express; 16 Armadillo; 

17 Shag Connors & The Carrot 
Crunchers; 23 T P Stubbs & The Bar 
Room Band; 24 Stroller; 30 Stonecreek; 
31 Hank Walters & The Dusty Road 
Ramblers. 


OOOOOO 


BROKEN HORSE SHOE CMC 
(Wednesday) 

North Wingfield WMC, 

North Wingfield, Chesterfield, 
7 Campbell's Country; 14 Graham 
Boughton Duo; 21 Ricky Silva: 

28 Hudson Cline Duo. 


LEASOWE CASTLE CMC (Thursday) 
Leasowe Castle Hotel, Leasowe 
Road, Moreton, Merseyside. 


1 Hogwash; 8 Weaver Band: 
15 Shotgun; 22 TBA; 29 Whiskey River. 


Wisbech, (0945) 61717 


AMERICAN IMPORTS-LP-ONLY J Brack latest - £8.99 


Ed Bruce - ‘| Write It Down’ - £6.25 Ed Bruce - Ed Bruce’ - £6.25 
Bellamy Brothers - ‘Howard And David’ - £6.25 

Ricky Skaggs - ‘Live In London’ - £3.99 

Gene Watson - ‘Old Loves Never Die’ - £6.99 

Gene Watson - ‘This Dream's On Me' - £6.99 

Tompall Glaser - ‘Nights On The Borderline’ - £8.99 

Reba McEntire - ‘Whoever's In New England’ - £8.99 


WELCOME CMC (Sunday) 

The Lancastrian Squash Club, 

East Bond Street, Leigh, Lancashire. 
4 Hank Walters & The Dusty Road 
Ramblers; 11 Stu Page & Remuda; 

18 The J D Band; 25 Sundown Band. 


ROSSINGTON LABOUR CLUB (Monday) 
Gattison Lane, Rossington, 


5 Ken & Billie Ford; 12 Dillinger; 19 Les 
Close Trio; 26 John Aston Trio. 


HULL CMC (Friday) 

2 Norfolk Street, Beverley Road, 
Hull, North Humberside. 

2 Bob McKinlay; 9 Johnny Marks; 
16 Ovation; 23 Keith Manifold; 

30 Dillinger 


HIGH PEAK CMC (Friday, Monthly) 
Railway Hotel, Bridge Street, Buxton, 
Derbyshire. 

30 Don Keyworth & Top Country Sound, 
Keith Shepherd. 


INVERNESS CWC (Tuesdays) 
Pharaohs, Inverness Ice Rink, 
Inverness, Scotland. 


15 Hank West Band; 20 TBA: 
27 Johnny's Country Roadshow. 


TUCSON CMC (Monday) 

The Berry Suite, Abbey Lane, 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 

5 Dixie Allon & The Backroom Band; 
12 Kentucky Bourbon, John C King: 
19 The Roger Humphries Band: 

26 Route 65. 


ELGIN CWC (Fortnightly) 
St Leonard's Hotel, Duff Avenue, 
Elgin, Morayshire, Scotland. 


15 Chameleon; 29 TBA. 


BORDER CMC (2nd Tuesday) 
Black & Gold Social Club, 
Shielfield Park, Tweedmouth, 
Berwick, Northumberland. 


13 Hickory Lake. 


SUNDOWNERS(Sunday) 

Royal Hunt, Top Valley, Nottingham. 
4 Kevin Raymond Duo; 11 Campbell's 
Country; 18 Mel Hague; 25 Mick Conlin 
Band. 


HAZEL GROVE CMC (Sunday) 
Reform Club, Napier Street, 

Haze' Grove, Stockport, Cheshire. 
4 Texas Steamboat Company; 

11, 18, 25 TBA. 


THE END OF THE TRAIL CMC 

The Farmers Arms, (Alt. Saturdays) 
Kempsey Common, Kempsey. 
Worcester. 

10 Hank Hillman & The Hole In The Wall 
Band; 24 The Gordie West Duo. Kelvin 
Henderson. 


HIGH LANE CMC (Saturday) 
Buxton Road, High Lane, Stockport, 
Cheshire. 


3 Sundown; 10 Harvey; 17 Roger 
Humphries Band; 24 T P Stubbs & The 
Bar Room Band; 31 Stu Page & Remuda 


BORDER BADLANDS COUNTRY CLUB 
(Monthly) 

Auld Smiddy, Gretna Green, Carlisle, 
Cumbria. 


January, No Show; 1 February, Collier 
Dixon Line. 


TEAL BAY LEISURE CWC (Monday) 
The Hatlex Suite, The Shore, 

Hest Bank, Lancaster, Lancashire. 
19 Shag Connors & The Carrot 


Crunchers, T Ross, Buffalo & Beads; 
26 T Ross, Buffalo & Beads, plus guest. 


CLIFFSONS CMC (Monday) 
Railway Club, Wrexham, Clwyd. 


5 Jeff's Talent Night; 12 Joe Connally; 
19 Home Brew; 26 Eric Starr; Resident 
Host Jeff Cliftson at all shows. 


GO COUNTRY CLUB (Monthly) 
Glaxo Sports & Social Club, 
Harmire Road, Barnard Castle, 
Co, Durham. 


4 Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried - 2nd 
Birthday Show. 


GLASGOW'S GRAND OLE OPRY 


2/4 Govan Road, Paisley Road,Toll 
Glasgow G51. 

(Fri, Sat, Sun) 

2 Carol Silver Band; 3 Nebraska; 4 Gerry 
Ford & Gambler; 9 Route 65; 

10 Kentucky Bourbon; 11 Tommy 
Truesdale & Sundowners; 16 Maggie & 
Tennessee Express; 17 Duke Boys; 

18 Carmel & Kentucky; 23 Bakersfield; 
24 Diesel Cowboys; 25 Carol Silver 
Band; 30 Rodeo; 31 Freeway. 


DOUBLE B CMC (Tuesday) 


Community Centre, Wycombe Road, 


Studley Green, Buckinghamshire. 


6 Indiana: 13 Pedro: 20 Showboat: 
27 Fox Mountain Express. 


BACCHUS CMC (Monthly) 
Bacchus Hotel, Sutton-on-Sea, 
nr Mablethorpe, Lincolnshire. 


20 Johnny Marks, plus support - 
£2, phone (0754) 73388. 


BLAIR ATHOLL CWC (Monthly) 
Glen Tilt Hotel, Blair Atholl, 
Perthshire. 


23 Hank West Band. 


CADES COUNTY CMC (Friday) 
Shireoaks MW, Shireoaks, 

nr Worksop, Nottinghamshire. 

2 Collier Dixon Line; 9 Keith Manifold 
Trio; 16 Spill The Beans; 23 Stu Page & 
Remuda; 30 Paul Rogers. 


THE PONDEROSA CWC (Friday) 
The Pine Mine, Ipswich Street, 
Stowmarket, Suffolk. 


2 No Club; 9 No Club; 16 Keith Manifold, 
Buffalo; 23 Hickory Lake; 30 Budgie 
Colman & His Country Band. 


PALOMINO (Thursday) 
Ye Olde Cherry Tree, High Street, 
Southgate, London N14. 


1 Armadillo; 8 George Moody & Country 


Squires; 15 West Virginia; 22 Dixie & 
Allon & The Backroom Boys; 29 Rio. 


IPSWICH CWC (Wednesday) 
c/o Bridge Ward Conservative Club, 
Austin Street, Ipswich, Suffolk. 


14 Eddie Lee & Friends; 21 Lena & Five 
Card Trick; 25 Gamer Tye Country Band; 
17 Mini Festival - Sidewater Westem 
Show, Tennessee Whiskey, Smith.'N’ 
Jones, Rose A, Slim Albins, Garner Tye 
Country Band, Local Brew Session Band 


COLCHESTER CMC (1st & 3rd Sunday) 
Woods Leisure Centre, Colchester, 
1 Southern Breeze; 15 Tennessee 
Whiskey. 


FOUR ON THE FLOOR (Tuesday) 
Hounslow FC, Denbigh Road, 
Hounslow, Middlesex. 


6 Freddie Jameson & Convoy; 
13 Desperado; 20 Sunset Boulevard; 
27 Showboat. 


BORDER PATROL CWC (Friday) 
c/o The Irish Club, Basildon Road, 
Laindon, Essex. 


2 Country Echoes; 9 Homer, Sarah Jory; 
16 John Carter & Hurricane Ridge; 

23 Cherokee; 30 Tall Tex & The Honky 
Tonk Cowboys. 


COLT 45 CWC (Monthly) 
Beach Station Leisure Park, 
Felixstowe, Suffolk. 


New Year's Eve Show, Knoxville County; 
10 Tennessee Whiskey. 


7-11 (Sunday) 
Travellers Rest, Kenton Road, 
Kenton, Middlesex. 


4 Burnt Ash; 11 Rio; 18 Stewart Brothers 
& 1st Chapter; 25 Dixie & Allon & The 
Backroom Boys. 


WILDWOOD SOUTH CMC (Saturday) 
Millbrook School, 

Lower Brownhill Road, Maybush, 
Southampton, Hampshire. 


10 Pete Pope's Country Band; 17 Cotton 
Blend; 23 18th Anniversary Show, 
Guildhall, So'ton - Clovis Country Band, 
Westwood, Contraband; 24 Clovis 
Country Band; 31 Sunset Boulevard. 


THE STABLES (Alt. Saturdays) 
Royal Oak, Bond End, 
Knaresborough, North Yorkshire. 


3 TBA; 17 TBA; 31 Les Close Duo. 


COUNTRYMAN (Thurs or Sat) 
Park Road (opposite Bentink 
Colliery), Kirkby In Ashfield, 


1 Russ Carlton; 8 Tony & Katy Dallas; 
17 Ken & Billie Ford; 22 Dillinger; 
29 BT Cassidy. 


HOYLAND CMC (Weekly) 

The Welcome Inn, Barber Street, 
Hoyland, Barnsley, South Yorkshire. 
4 Pete Jones Outfit; 10 Deperado; 

11 Sandy Rose; 17 Tony Andrews & 
Raincheck; 21 Roger Humphries Band; 


24 Peter Kane; 31 Pete Ryan Band; plus 


on 9, 16, 23, 30 The Mick Conlin Band 


THE GUNFIGHTERS (Saturday) 
Gateshead Football Social Club, 
Sunderland Road, Gateshead, 


3 West Virginia; 10 Stu Page & Remuda: 
17 Raymond Froggatt Band (Tickets £2): 
24 Kaye Brothers Flying Circus; 31 TBA. 


Are you selling Britain’s 
fastest growing country 


@ “Advertisements are @ 
published on the 
understanding that 
they are truthful, legal, 
decent and honest and 
in the interests of our 


readership 


A great deal of care is 
expended by this 
newspaper to ensure 


@ fhat this is the case.” @ 


SOUTHERN STAR CWC (Wednesday) 
Europa Lounge, New Road, Ayr, 
Ayrshire. 

7 Carol & Bobby Silver; 14 Maggie & 
Tennessee Express; 21 Trampas; 

28 Vision Country. 


GOLDEN WEST CMC (Sunday) 
Little London Caravan Park, 
Torksey, nr Lincoln. 


4 Vince Clayton Trio; 11 Johnny Marks; 
18 Spill The Beans; 25 Stu Page & 
Remuda. 


BLACK STETSON (Fortnightly) 
Albany Club, Pasture Road, 
Stapleford, Nottinghamshire. 


10 TP Stubbs & The Bar Room Band; 
24 Spill The Beans. 


CON'S COUNTRY (Saturday) 

Immingham Conservative Club, 

King’s Road, Immingham, Humberside. 
3 Linda & Arthur James; 10 Benny Lee & 
Loco; 17 Shotgun; 24 Mick Conlin Band; 
31 Stonecreek. 


GOLDEN BUCKLE CMC (Saturday) 
Walesby Sports Club; Forest Lane, 
Walesby, Newark, Nottinghamshire. 


3 Tony Andrews & Raincheck, Tony 
Dallas & Katy; 17 Tony Best, Country 
Company; 31 Randy Blue & Deep Water, 
Peter Kane. 


YORK CMC (Thursday) 
York City Arms, Fawcett Street, 
York, North Yorkshire. 


8 Mel Hague; 15 Boothill Boys: 
22 Redwood; 29 Tony Andrews Trio. 


HARROW CMC (Thursday) 
‘Morritts’, adj Wealdstone FC, 
Station Road, Harrow, Middlesex. 


1 George Moody & Country Squires; 

8 Dave Lord & Country Gold; 

15 Firewater; 22 Showboat; 29 Dixie & 
Allon & The Backroom Boys. 


publication in your club? 


‘COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP’ 


offering the greatest coverage 
of country music - is available: 
for club sales 


CLUB SECRETARIES 


Why don’t you find out details and 
let your members have the latest 
news fast every month 


For details of 
special club rates 


joy 
(0522) 41546 


LAZYACRE CMC (Alt. Mondays) 

SHA Hospital Social Club, 
Racecourse Lane, Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire. 

12 Hickory Lake, Dane Stevens, Tony 
Best; 15 Charity Concert - Tony Best, 
lona & Andy, Country Company, Dave 
Curtis, Jim Ryder; 26 Shag Connors & 
The Carrot Crunchers, Spill The Beans. 


CIRCLE W WESTERNERS (Saturday) 
Brewer & Baker, Upper Churct: Lane, 
Tipton, West Midlands. 


3 Desperado; 10 Jim Reynolds; 
17 Ramrod; 24 Westwood; 31 BT 


Te loin Y 
Dokins 


(0788) 79431 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP — JAN 1987 


